DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

County Deer Advisory Council

Online Public Input
Spring 2018

Preliminary 2018 Holiday Hunt Recommendations 2018 Preliminary Farmland (Zone 2) Antlerless Preljmxnary Recommendation to Extend
Deer Tag Avaliability Archery/Crossbow Season to January 31, 2019

K Forens Zone: o Pamrdand Zone ings ssced bt Boniss Artedeee Ooer Tegs may be avalabls

3 Nmoar o Farmiane Zono tage sooros: [ o] 1 [0 < ] » B4 [ 5 W [

I tir-comts Ave: o fa3e nd  the CHR

2 HOTE Arctary Season Exiasion can sofy te
Weko Sbunt oiesh 2ane FOOMMBNzos 8 DA Wit 3 Hobday Hunt

The comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural
Resources, or its employees.



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

m
WSCONSIN

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Overall Summary

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

7527 forms were submitted.

Section 1: Information about who provided the 4. Which statement best describes where you deer
input. hunted in the unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 3236
1. Why have you chosen the unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 1023
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 857
[ live in this unit: 3678 Mostly Public Land: 510

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 1344
| hunt in this unit: 6504
General interest in this unit: 1370

Exclusively Public Land: 839
| did not hunt in this unit last year: 39

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in the deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 327
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 840
unit.

Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 725

Somewhat crowded: 644

i ?
2. In the DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 589

Check all that appl :
( pply) Gun: 6036 Not applicable: 104
Bow: 3950
Crossbow: 2486 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 2469 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in the DMU
Minimum: 0 compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Average: 23.8 Many Fewer: 1191
Maximum: 70 Fewer: 1950
Same: 2607
More: 1225
Many More: 407
Unsure: 147

3. How many years have you hunted deer in the unit?

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in the
unit?
Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Antlerless Quota: 346 756 2557 1856 1831 151

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Overall Summary
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for the unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 248 556 2511 1977 1907 298
Bonus Tags - Public land: 342 668 2470 1609 1921 487
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 64 126 467 76 32 256
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 60 122 457 84 36 262
9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be
issued with each license for 2018 season in the unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 493 2228 1741 91
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 194 528 85 214

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 1443 2817 293
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 2082 2148 300
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 699 5074 362
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 1395 1331 218

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for the unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.65
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.82
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.31
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.57
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.22
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.17
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.28
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.35
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.51
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.00
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.42

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Overall Summary
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Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

3009 forms were submitted.

Section 1: Information about who provided the

input.

1. Why have you chosen the unit to reference in this

form? (Check all that apply)

| live in this unit:

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes:
| hunt in this unit:

General interest in this unit:

1640
441
2550
534

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this

unit.

2. In the DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?

(Check all that apply)

Crossbow:
Muzzleloader:

Gun:
Bow:

2360
1577
1026
1042

3. How many years have you hunted deer in the unit?
Minimum: 0
Average: 23.14
Maximum: 70

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in the unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

1677
431
210
75
149
8

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in the deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

155
285
168
141
66
50

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in the DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

Unsure:

582
831
1055
347
124
70

unit?

Antlerless Quota:

Much Too Low
119

Too low

283

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in the

About Right
1188

Too High

757 577

Much Too High

Unsure

76

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018

Central Farmland
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for the unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 96 200 1168 817 599 120
Bonus Tags - Public land: 106 260 1222 618 523 271
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 20 49 195 44 16 98
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 20 51 183 47 19 102
9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be
issued with each license for 2018 season in the unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 257 1453 1201 59
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 55 214 68 85

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 874 1872 224
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 1337 1419 202
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 367 2419 181
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 11 19 0

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for the unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.50
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.88
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.39
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.61
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.23
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.15
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.41
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.43
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.45
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.86
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.43

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Central Farmland
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Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Central Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

518 forms were submitted.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen the unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)

[ live in this unit: 162

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 118

| hunt in this unit: 469

General interest in this unit: 90

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In the DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) 449
283
183
148

Gun:

Bow:
Crossbow:
Muzzleloader:

3. How many years have you hunted deer in the unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 22.8
Maximum: 62

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in the unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

164
86
76
41
100
2

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in the deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

18
81
79
58
60
7

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in the DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

Unsure:

85
151
156
86
32
8

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in the

unit?
Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Antlerless Quota: 45 66 161 106 133 5
Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Central Forest
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for the unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 34 65 150 112 141 14
Bonus Tags - Public land: 50 60 137 113 138 18
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 0 0 0 0 0 0

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in the unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 0 0 0 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 0 0 0 0

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 0 0 0
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 0 0 0
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 12 175 7
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 256 217 43

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for the unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.57
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.77
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.31
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.44
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.33
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.27
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.16
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.23
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.62
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.36
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.43

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Central Forest
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Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Northern Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are

skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

2477 forms were submitted.

Section 1: Information about who provided the

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

input. hunted in the unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 591
1. Why have you chosen the unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 312

form? (Check all that apply)

| live in this unit:

987

Public and Private Land About Equally: 449

Mostly Public Land: 344
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 522 Exclusively Public Land: 499
I'hunt in this unit: 2213 | did not hunt in this unit last year: 18
General interest in this unit: 445

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in the deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 74
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 330
unit. Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 382
‘ ) , Somewhat crowded: 376
2. In the DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 414
(Check all that apply) Gun: 2078 .
Not applicable: 28
Bow: 1245
Crossbow: 827 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 795 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in the DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

3. How many years have you hunted deer in the unit?
Minimum: 0

Average: 25.83
Maximum: 70

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:
Unsure:

287
531
835
595
187
42

unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 96

Too low

220

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

About Right
612

Too High

597 915

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in the

Much Too High

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018

Northern Forest
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for the unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 76 167 570 621 941 96
Bonus Tags - Public land: 98 201 486 575 1042 69
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 8 9 98 29 12 81
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 7 7 95 33 14 81

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in the unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 30 39 2 2
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 33 130 5 69

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 12 55 6
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 28 33 11
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 152 1344 90
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 1128 1095 175

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for the unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.09
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.76
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.18
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.49
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.24
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.20
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.10
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.26
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.64
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.37
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.44

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Northern Forest
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Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Southern Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

1523 forms were submitted.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen the unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)

[ live in this unit: 889

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 263
| hunt in this unit: 1272

General interest in this unit: 301

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In the DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) 1149

845

450

484

Gun:

Bow:
Crossbow:
Muzzleloader:

3. How many years have you hunted deer in the unit?
Minimum: 0
Average: 21.97
Maximum: 70

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in the unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

804
194
122
50
91
11

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in the deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

80
144
96
69
49
19

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in the DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

Unsure:

237
437
561
197
64
27

unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 86

Too low

187

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in the

About Right
596

Too High

396 206

Much Too High

Unsure

39

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018

Southern Farmland
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for the unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 42 124 623 427 226 68
Bonus Tags - Public land: 88 147 625 303 218 129
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 36 68 174 3 4 77
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 33 64 179 4 3 79

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in the unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 206 736 538 30
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 106 184 12 60

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 557 890 63
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 717 696 87
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 168 1136 84
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 0 0 0

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's
recommendations for the unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very

Average Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.28
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.81
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.35
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.68
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.16
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.11
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.39
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.38
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.36
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.56
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.35

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Southern Farmland
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Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Adams, Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

38 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
| live in this unit: 14
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 4
| hunt in this unit: 35
General interest in this unit: 11

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 33
Bow: 26
Crossbow: 11
Muzzleloader: 17

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 19.51
Maximum: 45

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

O N W N U

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

2

3
1
2
1
3

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

9
12
11

Unsure: 0

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 3

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High

16 9 4

Much Too High

Unsure

1

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018

Adams, Central Farmland
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 1 1 22 7 7 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 2 3 19 8 5 1

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 3 18 17 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 12 24 2
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 19 15 3
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 6 31 1
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.39
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.75
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.19
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.78
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.25
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.31
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.36
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.28
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.36
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.81
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.28
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14508 | an very upset that every year there is a t zone set and it is during the best time of bow season and it just

completely wrecks the bow season for us serious hunters who spend a lot of time and money to hunt mature
deer. | ask that t zone should be during the beginning of riffle season. | really dont understand why would our
prime time bow season be sabotaged when we our only vacation days during October and we have a lot of time
and money invested in the October bow hunt. please | speak on behalf of over 1,000 hunter when | say please
delay the t-zone until the beginning of rifle season or extend the rifle season for t-zone. Also please do not put
the youth hunt in the October bow season, this is prim hunting season for us, its bad enough that we have to deal
with hunters/ land owners feeding and bating deer on privet land and it make our hunting harder and when these
guys kill there deer and head home and when things start to get goo for us on public land the youth hunt and t
zone just puss the deer in the privet woods where they stay safe for the entire season and it makes it so hard to
harvest a deer. Please listen to my words for they need to be herd and seen so some action can be taken and so
that we hunters that invest time,money,vacation days, sweet and blood can enjoy hunting the way it should be.
My name is Steven and | am an american worker for the city of Oak creek and when | drive 150 minutes to hunt |
expect to have a enjoyable time in our woods, and another thing is that as hard as it is to hunt public woods, last
year our wood got 62% cut down and fallen trees were left all over and not only is the hunt harder but its really
dangerous to walk in and out of the woods now because we trip and fall a lot and we carry guns, bows and other
dangerous equipment. Please stand up for us stand up for me stand up for your fellow comrade that will stand up
and fight for you. Thank you and god speed. Semper fi

14509 Deer hunting in Adams county is absolutely terrible. | have 2 children who have been deer hunting for 8 years and

neither one has seen a deer during the gun deer season. they have actually asked me what a deer looks like in the
woods This is not acceptable. | do not know the reason why the DNR wants to limit the number of deer that we
get to see in the woods. | sure hope this is not a conspiracy that is gonna come to light someday. The rule should
be that you get one deer tag per year per hunter and harvest that animal anyway you want with that 1 deer tag
then you are done hunting for the year. all public hunting land should be its own management unit so the dnr can
control the deer hard on the management unit of public hunting land only. it is not fair that you mix public
hunting land areas with private land areas to come to your deer quotas. Private land owners are not shooting the
does on their property so they have large population of deer on the property. The deer do not leave the private
property and go by the public hunting land. To get the deer population back to satisfy the hunters and people
who enjoy looking at deer you should move to going to one tag per person per year. My kids no longer wants to
deer hunt. My dad and brother does not deer hunt anymore. One of my sons say there are only 10 kids in his
sophomore class that deer hunt now. The dnr is in financial trouble. Bring back the deer and you will bring back
the hunters.
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14510 | see a over abundance of deer overly comfortable grazing out in open fields as well as along roadsides. | believe
that the high levels of population are unhealthy and unnatural, causing weakening and disease among the herd.
The deer are seeming to become more nocturnal then ever, especially during hunting season. | believe that a
strong healthy population of wolves in the area is critical. The wolves would help maintain a natural balance as
well as make the deer less comfortable along the roadside's and open fields and less likely to herd up so heavily.
The effects of the wolves would not only make the roads safer but cut down on crop and forestry loss. Wolves
would also cause the deer to be less comfortable at night and cause them to move more during daylight. | believe
that the positive effects of having the wolves greatly out way the negatives. Furthermore | also think the early-
season hunts should be eliminated as they ruin the element of surprise for the deer on opening day, making for a
much less exciting opening day!

14511 Based on my observations of living in this area and hunting a decent portion of both bow and gun season, the
antlerless population seems to be unmanagaged and causing significant browse damage. | harvested a doe
during the antlerless season so | see this season and the Holiday season as a great tool to encourage those of us
that want to hunt hard for a buck during bow and 9-day gun season to help manage the population by harvesting
a doe in the later seasons. | further believe there needs to be more innovative methods to encourage antlerless
harvest such as more advertising for meat donation (such as Hunters for the Hungry) and perhaps subsidizing
processing costs for these programs (for antlerless deer donated) either through license fees or elective options
to support processing costs when purchasing licenses. Simply making more antlerless tags available is not
motivation enough to get hunters to harvest more does.

14512 | strongly believe implementing a 4 point on at least one side rule should be considered for buck harvest. It will
result in better age structure and increase quality of hunting. There will be greater opportunity for everyone to
harvest mature deer. We always talk about achieving a healthier deer herd. The average age of a buck in my area
is between 1 and 2. Thats not a healthy herd in my opinion. Minnesota has done it for years with great success.
It will also bring more people from out of state to buy licenses if quality bucks are in abundance. Please consider
it. Thanks

14513 | would love to see a 4pt rule meaning a buck would need at least 4pt on one side before you could legally
harvest it. | would love to see this rule implemented for several reasons. | feel it would build a stronger herd by
letting bucks mature more then better quality buck would get to do the majority of the breading. Also people
would shoot more doe to fill there meat needs which also helps the herd in my opinion. | hope this rule will be
seriously considered and brought up in meetings.

14514 | hunt and observe the deer herd in the town of dell prairie southern adams county. | would say the deer herd
maintains about the same for the last 3 years. | did see many more bucks than does this last year. | would
definitely oppose a anterless only hunt. Keep everything the same and maintain the deer herd as it is for south of
hwy 82.

14515 | would like to see an antler restriction put into place....4 on a side. Another option, | think youth hunt should be
antlerless only. Earn-a-buck was also a good program to help keep the doe herd in population target.

14516 We see way fewer deer than years past and the cdac member that represents this area does not listen to what
his neighbors tell him please reduce the tags and increase the population

14517 | believe in my opinion the rules on baiting and feeding should be re-looked at. There should be an allotted
amount allowed either during season or up until season starts.

14518 please stock Timberwolves to balance & control chronic wasting disease & other pathogens in our deer
population. Also, please ban deer-feeding south of Highway 70.

14519 Reduce Tags can't even get pictures of deer on land with food cover and water area that was cut two years ago
hasnt even been browsed on
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14520 Deer population has gone down in the last 5 years
14521 Need to increase the amount of deer in this unit

14522 A limited baiting would be better
18005
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Adams, Central Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input

should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

127 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

input. hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 50
1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 26
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 14
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 28 Exclusively Public Land: 15
I'hunt in this unit: 110 | did not hunt in this unit last year: 0
General interest in this unit: 29

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 7
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 22
unit. Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 11
) ; ) , Somewhat crowded: 11

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 5

(Check all that apply) Gun: 105 .
Not applicable: 4
Bow: 64
Crossbow: 61 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 45 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1

Average: 18.65
Maximum: 50

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

Unsure:

35
43
32
10
5
2

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 5

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High
43 37 36

Much Too High

Unsure

0
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 6 38 44 34 3
Bonus Tags - Public land: 7 12 36 34 35 3

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 6 119 2
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 55 56 16

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.57
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.74
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.46
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.47
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.41
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.28
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.28
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.27
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.84
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.41
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.42

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Adams, Central Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
-4 Recommendations - Spring 2018

Comments for Adams, Central Forest

Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

14523 Since | started hunting this unit | have seen a population increase in antlerless deer. Antlered deer have been the

same as far as numbers and age. | would like to see at least a one to two year antler restriction of some sort.

Either 6 total points or 4 on one side so more bucks can reach maturity and equal out the buck to doe ratio. | also

request that since the antlerless quota is 3 times the harvest that this dmu include a free antlerless with the

license purchase for bow or crossbow. I've seen more deer in this dmu the last 2 years then | have when | hunt in
adams central farmland. | would also advocate for minimal feeding of deer in the form of a mineral site, either in

block or powder form for the months of Feb through sept. Another issue is | would love to open the archery
season open the beginning of Sept like so many states do. We here in Wisconsin are traveling to those states to

harvest a buck in velvet. | believe that if Wisconsin does this it will give us a lot more non resident license money!

| have also seen absolutely no signs of cwd anywhere I've hunted in the farmland or forest zone of adams
county. Thank you for looking at my input. Jeff Mather

14524 The landscape has changed a bit in my area(preston/Big flats) over the past 3-4 years with many large tracts of

timber co land open to public being sold and turned into large farm fields. This has pushed more hunters and the
deer onto the smaller tracts which greatly affects the dispersion and number of deer from year to year. Although
there are pockets of good deer numbers on some tracts overall the number of deer sightings have trended down
slightly for both bow and gun season. The highlight is that from my sightings the buck to doe ratio is ideal. There

is not an overwhelming amount of does per buck sighting which promotes chasing during the rut and an overall

balanced herd. | had an equal opportunity at both sexes but hours hunted was higher per sighting. | did purchase

a doe tag this past season but | didn't see enough does to convince me | should harvest one eventhough | had
legitimate clean shot opportunities to fill my tag.

14525 Qur group of 4 is in our 5th year of ownership of 100 acres of wetland/woods. We harvested one buck this year,

which was the only deer that any of us saw during the entire 9 day season. The number of deer on game
cameras is down, deer sign is down, predator sign is up, and it's been a long, hard winter. I've personally hunted
in Central Wisconsin for 25 years now, and deer numbers have taken a significant decline. | have young sons

close to hunting age, but will have a hard time getting them interested without the prospect of seeing an animal.

This is an epidemic that the DNR needs to address ASAP, or don't be surprised to see a large decline in deer
hunters. Most of us would rather see 15 deer and harvest 0-1, instead of harvest the only 1-2 deer we see. A
couple years of low or no anterless limits would drastically help the herd.

14526 When over 8,000 anterless tags are available for this area, why are we asked to "pay" for one?? Most areas
provide a tag with license purchase. With the cost of a patron license, | believe we are already "paying for" an
anterless tag. If tags are going to be available for Adams central forest, they should be given to those who

purchase a license. If there are not enough compared to number of applicants, preference points should be given

to those that do not draw. These would get first choice the following year. Doesn't make sense that some
hunters have to pay for antlerless while most in the state get a tag with license purchase. Also, while | am

physically within the "central forest", my property area has very little "forest" and is mostly agriculture with large

operations. Doesn't make sense.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Adams, Central Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

14527 Use to see deer on or passing thru our property nightly. Very seldom seen anymore. Often go weeks without a
deer on camera. Did not see a single deer during the gun season and very little shooting in the area. | believe deer
herd is being judged on deer numbers found in residential areas and not in rural areas where the actual hunting
takes place. Example is the Rome lakes area where deer are often seen but hunt 5 miles down the road and
you're lucky to see a deer. Didn't purchase a crossbow license or gun doe tag this last year due to the low
numbers of deer seen. | would like to see doe tags suspended for 2yrs to bring the numbers back up.

14528 | have seen more wolves than deer over the past 5 years of hunting. We have gone from seeing 100 deer in a
hunting season ten years ago to seeing less than five last year. The deer management in this state is a complete
joke and the people that represent it should be embarrassed to even have a job. Look at the data over past ten
years and explain to me how there has been no change. Everyone who owns land should get free taxes due to
the incompetent workers that govern our deer population. The money wasted on wolves every year is a disgrace
and does nothing positive for anything. Have a wonderful day.

14529 pPredator numbers are high in the Central Forest Adams management unit for example wolf population is on the
raise showing the ability to feed on the deer in the unit very efficiently and if their not in the area the coyotes are
making their mark on the deer herd were | hunt, granted as a bow hunter the rule of thumb make a good shot
and retrieve quickly and you wouldn't have a problem that a predator finding the deer before you do which
doesn't even Thank You for a free meal. Solution, is to educate younger hunters the ability to become a
successful predator hunter in this unit.

14530 | agree with the goal of maintaining the population in the Central Forest zone but apparently just making more
antlerless tags available is not motivation to achieve the harvest quota or even sell out the tags. Suggest
incentives for hunters to harvest more antlerless deer such as advertising and/or subsidizing the meat donation
programs and local deer processors. Perhaps partnering with food pantries in the area. Need more innovative
options to encourage harvesting closer to quota. | do not support punitive approaches such as earn-a-buck or
antlerless only season.

14531 There are at least 5 different wolf packs in this unit there impact is not taken | to consideration. Deer numbers
are very low in this area the success rate from the past several seasons shows that the deer population has been
over estimated. Please reduce the tags so my grand kids can at least see a deer | hunt over 200 hundred acres
and have 10 acres of corn and sow beans planted when your 5 acres of sow beans are not destroyed you know
there are no deer thank you for your time

14532 | would like to see more deer per acre because young kids don't want to sit and see nothing while hunting. It's
hard enough to get young kids into hunting and away from computers where they play for hours. Even | don't like
sitting all day and only see a few deer and I sit on private land where everybody thinks there are more deer. Let
the deer come back a little more and then have more antlerless quotas in the future. | think everyone thinks the
same. Thanks

14533 Deer populations need to grow statewide, and the best way to do it is to limit all seasons to buck only for a few
years. | was in the woods for roughly eight hours a day for the entire nine day gun hunt and did not see a single
animal until Saturday on closing weekend. Growing up in the same area (twenty years ago) it was nothing to see
fifty deer by lunch of opening day, now if you see a couple in an entire season we are supposed to happy?

14534 There are way too many antlerless deer in the area | own land near Arkdale. CWD has been found just a few miles
north near HWY 21 and in order to keep it from spreading | would really like to see the antlerless deer harvest
increase substantially. Also, landowners should be issues 2 free antlerless tags in order to control the numbers.
Lets keep the disease at bay as long as possible and the only way to do so is drop the numbers.
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14535 | want my kids to see a deer 4 years 0 deer hunt all day opening weekend and from thanksgiving on | own 40
acres | try moving to other areas to find deer but it's the same story even on other private and public lands kids
want to play on computer and not go hunting anymore dnr you have an issue you are loosing more hunters and
you cant let anybody else hunt to cover up the lost hunters because now you have babies hunting

14536 |t is long overdue for Wisconsin to consider placing an antler restriction on shooting bucks statewide.
Pennsylvania has had a 4 point minimum on one side for years and have provided a better hunting experience
offering the opportunity to shoot a bigger buck to everyone in their state. If we had a 4 point restriction here it
would be a grand start to making Wisconsin the envy of the country to shoot a whitetail deer.

14537 Do whatever iowa is doing! Obviously they got it rite... raise are non resident tags so not every Joe Bob and Jim
can jst come hunt are state cuz tags are dirt cheap, and shoot all the little deer... have a year where no doe
harvest, and bucks 8 points or better. Do that for a year or 2, and Wisconsin will be big buck state again..thank
you, Wisconsin Hunter

14538 | saw 3 deer when hunting 12 days on our property. There has been a decreasing amount of deer sign on our
property. The land owned is used strictly for hunting purposes. Many of the hunters in our group have started
shooting any deer because we haven't taken more than 2 deer per year off of 320 acres in the last 5 years. 13 gun
hunters, 4 of which also bow hunt.

14539 How about getting rid of private and public tags. It is very annoying when your land (a few acres) is butting public
land. For addressing which land you killed deer is to much of a grey area. Why can't you ask when registering a
deer public or private. Any person like me, you need to purchase numerous tags to make sure you are legal when
shooting a deer.

14540 What is a deer been so long since | saw one at least public land isn't crowded anymore good thing you have a
new golf course to bring in tourist dollars because hunters are leaving thought it was gonna get crowded with all
the public land becoming potato fields and golf courses but you guys cured it by getting rid of all the deer so the
hunters left

14541 Thank you for the questionnaire. We are starting to see some deer numbers come back. We would like to allow
the herd to regenerate more before raising the antlerless quota. Too many neighbors shooting anything that
moves. It continues to cause problems for the herd to get back to regular numbers. Allowing hunting of predators
would be very helpful.

14542 | am against any antlerless tags until the deer population recovers. | have seen way to many wolves on my
property and zero deer. They are wiping out the deer in Adams County. Since the federal government will not
let us shoot them we need to help the deer population all we can. Zero antlerless tags, period.

14543 | wish they would stop calling out crossbow hunters. they make it sound so easy. | shot more deer with my
compound bow then | have with my crossbow. just cannot pull compound back anymore. | am 75 years old and
hunted my whole life and want to continue as long as | am able to. leave the crossbow rules alone.

14544 Decrease the tags can't even get my kid to hunt anymore you can't take a big enough bag of snacks or thermos of
hot chocolate to keep her occupied when you hunt open | ing weekend and don't see a deer used to see 20 a day
years ago moved here few years ago for the hunting and see less deer every year

14545 This portion of Adams county needs to be Central farmland. How it was ever designated Central Forest is
incomprehensible. Irrigated lands and farm productive lands as far as the eye can see. Please rename this
portion of Adams county hunting land accurately. Thanks.

14546 with a success rate of around 17% for public land bonus tags | do not believe the deer population on public lands
is high enough to warrant the harvest of many does. A solution needs to be found for the exploding wolf
population to see any real growth in the deer herd.
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14547 This unit has been shot out over the years | have seen, while hunting, in the last 3 years, 4 deer on public land.
Entirely too low and most | spoke with this last year had zero hope of harvesting a deer. It has now been 5 years
since our group of 5 has taken a deer.

14548 Deer population has gone down in the last 5 years public land pressure is no longer an issue because no one sees
any deer so they hunt other places wolf tracks everywhere farmers complain about crop damage but post their
land which is ok but then don't complain

14549 | think that Adams county should not be in the Central Forest zone, there is a lot of ag. fields south of Rome to
justify not being a Forest zone. | will not shoot an anterless deer, because | do not think | should have to pay
another $12 to shoot a doe.

14550 Hunt the Colburn don't see any deer anymore lots of wolf sign large farmers in the area influence the deer by
dumping semi loads of waste potatoes on there private land a d then hunti g over it and bragging about how
many deer they see makes me sick

14552 Been at this a long time 46 years now, population, especially on public, still low, though it's also at that; best take
a few stage, on the private | hunt it's fairly balanced, | run cameras year round and looks to be 1ladult buck to 2~3
ADULT doe

14551 Knowing that deer dispersal across the unit is very sparse in some spots and more in other's | believe that 35 deer
per square mile is a low number and should be increased due to the higher predator numbers of coyotes and
wolves in this unit area

14553 | was very disturbed about atv access on State land(Quincy area) diables are using atvs to transport many non
disables miles in to make deer drives and disables not appearing disabled. | walk miles in to avoid this. | believe
it's being abused!

14554 | feel the quotas proposed are adequate, | don't like the idea of sharpshooters on private lands as mentioned in
discussions. | feel that activity will tend to pit people against one another and antagonize people not seeing deer.

14556 | consider the population strong from what | see on my land. And note the damage to new trees trying to sprout
on my property off HWY Q Dell Prairie. Think you should have to take a doe before you can shoot a buck.

14555 Too many tags being issued land owners will not buy them because there are no deer 6 hunters on 160 with an
field saw 4 deer altogether went home Wednesday 214 hours hunted 4 deer deer population is estimated to high

14557 | hope that CWD concerns be at the forefront of the Council's decisions. This is a long battle ahead of us, let's do
what we can now - so that we don't regret NOT having done more in the future looking back.

14558 Wolves wolves wolves way to many at least 7 packs north of county j reduce the tags hu ters do not see any deer
now quit issueing tags hunters are already not uying them population is over estimated

14559 Deer numbers have been steadily decline in my Adams central forest area for nearly 10 years driving 2 of my sons
away from the sport. | myself am close to quiting if the herd doesn’t rebound soon.

14560 There are too many deer in this unit and | am concerned with CWD. The positive test results have increased over
the past few years and will continue to increase if something is not done.

14561 Do away with the AG tag program It is widely abused and not needed if landowners would allow sufficient hunter
access. This should be clear to everyone by now!

14562 | don't believe farmers should be able to slaughter so many deer without taking into consideration the fact that
their neighbors are not seeing as many deer.

14563 Deer population is over estimated let's increase the population success rate is way down lots of people dont even
see a deer opening day lots of wolves
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14564 |f deer numbers continue to decline | may eventually choose to give up the sport...especially if crossbow seasons
would be changed.

14565 Way too many deer across all the townships in Adams County. The habitat can't support the over population that
is going on.

14566 How does a deer know if it is on private land or public? The antlerless tag numbers are very high and need to be
reduced!

14567 | will hunt one more year if deer population stays where it is license sales will go down by one more less tags
more deer

14568 After reading discussion section, wondering if deer farms are a concern as far as the cwd issues in this area.
14569 Reduce the tags are group could have only shot 3 deer all gun season and we stay in the woods and hunt
14570 Should not issue any tags for 3 years to get the population where the dnr thinks it is

14571 yery few deer on public land; need to lower the anterless deer tags on public land

14572 Reduce the wolf population, and allow baiting to compete with cropland areas.

14573 | would like to keep the crossbow regulations as they are currently

14574 |ncrease the population it is to low to many wolves to many tags

14575 No deer north of highway 21 reduce tag numbers for next 3 years

14576 |ncrease minimum antler for a buck to forked buck or bigger

14577 Must have a seperate and limited season for cross bow.

14578 please reduce the quota we are issuing to many tags

14579 Please step up enforcement of poaching

14580 Seeing alot less deer year after year

14581 Do not change the crossbow season

14582 More deer less wolves

14583 To many tags
18006

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Adams, Central Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

m
WSCONSIN

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Ashland, Madeline Island

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

8 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:

Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)

| live in this unit:

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes:

| hunt in this unit:

General interest in this unit:

O r - U1 O O

O N B, N

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

Not at all Crowded:
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

0

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?

\ ded:
(Check all that apply) Gun: 7 ery crowde

0

1

Somewhat crowded: 2
4

Not applicable: 0

Bow:

4
Crossbow: 0 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
: 0

Muzzleloader the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 12
Average: 34.57
Maximum: 49

Many Fewer: 0

Fewer: O
Same: 5
More: 1
Many More: 2
Unsure: 0

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations
7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High

Antlerless Quota: 0 1 3 1 3 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 0 4 1 3 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 0 0 4 1 3 0

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 0 8 0
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 2 5 1

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.62
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.38
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 1.75
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 1.88
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 4.00
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.75
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 1.25
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 1.38
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.12
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.62
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.12
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14584 if we use the % of increase the wdnr says the deer herd would increase each year even with doe tags to our elk
herd from the day it started we would have a much larger elk herd. Our elk herd has proven that the %'s and

formula the wdnr uses to estimate increases in the deer herd is inaccurate. Where are the Matures Bucks
2?2?2777

14585 THE ISLAND IS UNIQUE, THEY WANT TO SEE DEER YEAR ROUND, MORE FOR TOURISM THAN HUNTING, HECK THE
TOWN EVEN FEEDS THEM ALL WINTER (MORE THAN 2 GALLONS AT A TIME)

14586 There's more to deer hunting then just killing does for numbers. Where's the bucks? ??,,???

14587 The worst thing the wdnr did was get rid of the management units in ashland co.
18007
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

101 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the 4. Which statement best describes where you deer
input. hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 20
1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 9
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 25

[ live in this unit: 41

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 22
| hunt in this unit: 84

General interest in this unit: 13

Mostly Public Land: 11
Exclusively Public Land: 19
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 0
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

Not too crowded: 7
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 22

Somewhat crowded: 16

. . >
2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 18

Check all that appl :
( pply) Gun: 82 Not applicable: 1
Bow: 59
Crossbow: 30 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 33 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 9
Fewer: 19
Same: 38
More: 26
Many More: 8
Unsure: 1

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 2
Average: 25.69
Maximum: 65

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Antlerless Quota: 3 10 12 17 58 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 3 6 12 21 58 1
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 4 13 21 60 0

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: Not applicable in this DMU
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 35 62 4

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.26
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.65
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 1.93
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.40
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.09
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.31
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 1.89
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.09
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.57
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.72
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.31
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14588 | live in the southern part of Ashland County and have hunted this area, where | live, for some 30+ years. Hunting
in the 1990s was the best hunting | have ever, as well as most successful hunts too, had as well as introducing our

children to the sport of hunting. Since the T-zone era and bonus antlerless tags, our deer numbers went down
drastically to the point of I still hunt but our children do not. | journal my hunting seasons. This past fall, 2017,
was my best fall for seeing deer in a long time. On most of my bow hunts | saw at least a deer. And, | saw 4

young bucks as well as 2 decent bucks. | did not harvest a deer in our county. The previous hunting seasons prior

to 2017 were extremely poor hunting. In that stretch, it would be excitement to just see a deer but over half of
my hunts, | did not see any deer. Since 2017 was finally a good hunting season, we just need our deer herd to
continue to recover in numbers. We need to rebuild that doe population. Now, here it is April of 2018 and our
winter is continuing to be harsh in the southern part of Ashland County. So, that in itself could now make an

impact on our doe herd as well as those one year old deer. | hope that you will take all of this information into

account as you set your harvest numbers. If we could continue to rebuild our deer herd, limit those doe tags to a

minimum, then maybe we could get to a point where we could attract our youth to get back into hunting. Just

like fishing, if you engage the youth, they want fish action. Same is true with hunting whitetail deer. Being that |

have lived in this location all of my life as well as hunt here too, | would appreciate it if you take this information

into great consideration as you set those harvest quotas for our county. One last thing, in the location that | live,
we own 40 acres. But, we are surrounded by other private land owners. One of our neighbors leases out his land
for deer hunting. If those hunters are able to get doe tags, for every tag that they are able to acquire, they will fill
that tag. That process would continue to hurt the rebuilding of our deer population, especially down here where

I live and hunt. Thank you,

14589 The deer population in this unit was obliterated since the over harvest of antler less deer and the over population
of wolves in the last ten years. With the zero antler less quota's of recent years the population has started to see

some recovery but is still a long way from where it was. There are more small bucks (spikes & Forks) because
they aren't being harvested as fawns. The population is having a lot of trouble trying to recover with the wolf

population constantly on the rise.l've hunted there since the mid 70's and | have seen the population in it's worst

shape but it was due to lack of food (logging) and severe winter weather not from over harvest and predators .

The deer will never recover with over harvesting of antler less deer and the abundant wolf population.Back in the
70's the only real predator was man and antler less tags were party tags and not many of them either. Now they

have limited food,predators (wolves and bears). The buck only policy in this unit is helping but if you sell antler
less tags there again it will only boost the license sales for a couple of years and wipe out the progress we are

starting to see. Please keep the antler less tags out of this unit.The tradition of deer hunting in Wi. runs deep and

is in jeopardy of loosing a whole generation of hunters due to the policies of recent years.If the deer population

recovers the hunter participation will recover too. In turn it will improve the economy with more hunters buying

tags and spending money in local towns who used to rely on deer season to help get them through the

winters.The registration system of calling in harvests have taken away part of traditions of hunters meeting at the

local registration stations and communicating with each other on the hunt. They no longer get that feeling of
pride when they are congratulated at the registration station on the harvest of a nice buck by a fellow hunter.
Please save our hunting tradition in Wi.
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14590 The deer still need more of a chance to comeback. The goal has been to build the herd in Ashland county, but it
will take a while with all that they have going against them. The antlerless kill rate was way too high for many
years, the predators, and winters didn't help and we found that the area deer herd was collapsing. This changed
the culture of the hunter, to shoot any buck that walked, from before when there were more hunters waiting and
trying to shoot a nice animal. The over-harvest of antlerless deer caused a large mortality rate on buck fawns.
The total social dilemma resulted in a skewed buck to doe ratio. For the last few years it's been easy to see does,
and a few younger bucks, but the older bucks and numbers of bucks have diminished greatly. This area used to
be known as a big buck area. The DNR's zealous overkilling of does totally disrupted the herd, and it needs more
time to come back. Ask anyone who spends any time in the woods and they'll all tell you the same thing.
Allowing this many doe permits right now is irresponsible, and especially after this hard winter. Please eliminate
the doe permits!

14591 | would like to say I’'m in the Clam Lake area & had 12 cameras on different old logging roads and trails from June
thru February.. | share lots of info with different wardens, biologists, and DNR officials.. And this last year | had
more wolf pictures then deer. | was shocked on the lack of mature bucks. | had one buck that | felt was a four
year old on camera. And | have to say | went months without a deer picture on some of these trails that were
always good. Lots of bear pictures, a few elk, lots of wolves.. | did see a few fawns and it’s been years since | seen
a fawn up there.. That’s always a blessing, however the snow is so deep this winter again, | feel it’ll be a ghost
town once again..l stuck with it in Ashland County for 28 years and | would love to see the predators under
control cause after all it’s always fun to see at least one or two deer in the couple months I sit. And | move
around.. Not kidding either, | see one or two deer a season.. Thanks and God Bless!! Ashland County is a beautiful
place.. | have a cottage on a beautiful lake!!

14592 | started hunting 23 years ago when | was 12. | am now 35 and have hunted every season. Ever year since the
hunting has become harder. We have used bait every year and now with cameras we know just about every deer
entering an area. The last 5 years | may see 4-5 deer all season over bait. The cameras also tell the same story
when | am not there. The same 4-5 deer. 3 years ago | sat everyday of rifle season averaging 6-8 hours a day and
only saw 2 deer all season. The northern forest zone is NOT the same as the Southern Zone. Also the northern
two counties like Iron and Ashland should be managed much differently than the rest of the state These two
counties experience much longer/severe winters, larger predation from key predators like wolves, black bear,
coyotes, etc. We also have very limited agriculture unlike everywhere south of hwy 8. It cannot be a blanket
approach by large zones. We have to realize these outlying areas may need special regulations much like inland
waters do for walleye, musky, and bass.

14593 | don't believe any antlerless deer need to be harvested. The herd on private land seems to have finally
stabalized. Maybe we will achieve some growth if all factors (weather and predators) cooperate. Buck numbers
are slightly increasing. Basically in the 1.5 and 2.5 year olds. Due directly to hunters not being allowed to shoot
antlerless deer, which protects the buck fawns. The herd on public land needs ABSOLUTELY no antlerless
harvest!! Populations continue to struggle. Higher numbers of predators and lack of logging is hurting the deer on
public land. State and County are doing well in there timber harvest, but many areas in the Federal forest have
zero activity! And with this winter dragging | believe deer are beginning to struggle. Some loss may occur if
"green up" is delayed any longer. As well as impacting the fawn mortality.If we are sincere in our effort to
"increase" the deer herd for Ashland County then we DO NOT need any antlerless deer harvested!! Thanks!!
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14594 Healthy Hurds of deer in this unit. Looking good throughout the winter and into Spring. The state might want to
get a move on the predator issue. With 6 growing packs of wolves on the unit it's the winter months predator
activities that will prove to be a much bigger issue as Spring pups are born. Prediction... Not monitoring the wolf
better in Wisconsin is gonna cost us in growing CWD positives in arrears where the wolf have not been allowed to
do their job... They are the pressuring that Controls the spread of CWD. Ever wonder why public lands are free of
the threat... Just thank a wolf for doing it's job. Wisconsin is a new role model in trophic Cascade effects.
Redistributing the wolf to areas where CWD positives pop up... Now that's a great idea! The feeding of large
game throughout the winter months in this area... Someone's going to have to crack down on and serve some
warnings to the public awareness on how CWD is spread. Ban The feeding of animals period.

14595 | spend three weeks dedicated to hunt in the county forest land. | routinely make a 15 mile loop scouting and
hunting. The population has been reduced over the last 15 years to a level | could have never imagined. The
mature buck unfortunately is virtually a thing of the past. Many of the does observed do not have fawns. There
is no over browsing taking place in the county land | hunt. | personally own 160 acres and have logged portions
according to my MFL plan. The popple cut over you can hardly walk through and the maple ridges have
regeneration that far exceeds the density to establish a stand of timber. If we want to continue to ignore the
predation, and lack of control of managing such, how do we manage the deer herd? The survivability of the
young of the year fawns is dismal. The deer herd in the area | hunt is not increasing. | find it difficult to manage
the unit with a broad brush.

14596 | hunt private/public land about 50/50 and have definitely seen an increase in antlerless deer numbers over the
past few years. | am very happy to see that even with a 3 year objective of "increase", some antlerless tags are
potentially going to be available. With these tags being available, | feel that it takes a little pressure off of the
buck population by allowing a few hunters who want to put some meat in the freezer to be able to harvest a doe
or fawn instead of being forced to harvest a buck. | know there is a lot of vocal opinion to never shoot a doe, but |
can't believe having endless buck only seasons without any antlerless harvest is a biologically sound management
decision. If deer numbers are that low, then we shouldn't have a season at all. | commend the CDAC committee
for their service and commitment to making informed decisions on wildlife management.

14597 Ashland co. needs to get control of the predators. At this time we have to manage the herd for the hunters along
with the predators. Our failing elk program of proof of the effect the predators have on our wildlife. The token
elk hunt this year is a joke. Why does the wdnr resists any talks to manage a mature buck population in Ashland
Co. THAT IS SAD. Its all about the numbers of total deer killed . The age of the bucks being taken right now in
Ashland Co. is a shame. And with the influx of the xgun the cdac and the wdnr needs to act now. We need a one
buck a year policy and if we have doe tags the hunters gets one deer not both. We need to do something to help
regain a mature buck herd. The reason hunters aren't hunting up here any more is because of the lack of mature
bucks. We/they are hunting down state and out of state more and more.

14598 All the members on the cdac committee are from the northern half of Ashland county and hunt on farms or
private property. Where they have more deer and have little information on deer numbers in the forest.poaching
and preditors lack of abundant food sources ,make the forest much different.most of the people who I talk with
would like to split the county in half.we have three years of antlered deer only and in my time afield | have just
started to see more deer. For the DNR representative to say that we need to have a antlernes season or the
population will get out of control is just plain stupid,the hunters that hunted the forest left for lack of deer.do you
really think people drive to Ashland co to shoot a doe. Why is selling tags more important than doing the right
thing.let the herd grow
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after looking at the information that has been provided to use from the state and countless hours in the woods
through out the year.i have no idea were a group of people that are supposed to represent the general users of
the deer community could come up with this recommendation. the deer herd is in no way shape or form close to
sustaining the vote to sustain or the harvest of antler less deer for some time yet.this winter is far from being
over and by the time spring comes we could easily have far less deer then the few we have now.we need to vote
to grow the population not reduce the population.between predation and mother nature the deer are going to
have a hard enough time hanging on.i am vary disappointed in the recommendation that has been provided.we
need to grow the population

| really appreciate the transparency the DNR is providing in regard to their blatant mismanagement of the deer
herd population in northern Wisconsin. While | agree with the proposal to increase the deer herd population, |
do not agree with the strategy. There is still waist-deep snow in Ashland county, a DNR population survey which
identifies an increase in predators (wolves), and yet at the slightest short-term increase in deer population the
proposal is to offer almost 800 antlerless tags. In order to increase the population you have to let the antlerless
population thrive. If this quota becomes official | will buy a tag and not shoot a doe because | do believe the
population needs to be increased and | will do my part in allowing that to happen.

I'm very disappointed to see that Ashland county is once again going down the route of harvesting does.. Didn't
we learn anything??? The last 7-9 years of hunting have been poor with the last 5 terrible. Last year was the 1st
year my camp saw a meaningful increase in the number of deer on the landscape. We saw more deer but almost
all the deer were young under 3.5yrs of age and now we want to start taking more when they are just starting to
increase in number...I don't get it. In addition this April weather had been very severe, single digits and 30" of
snow on the landscape still. Fawn production will be bad this year with plenty of winterkill. Enough is enough.
Please change this unit to have a zero antlerless quota.

Sir's; How in the world does your plan to increase the deer herd include having antlerless tags available? The
numbers are slowly coming back and now you want to take it back down. Do any of you have a clue as to what is
going on up here, it's snowing every other day single degree temps every morning, winter is dragging on, these
poor deer are having a rough time right now and your talking about taking them down another notch all for the
sake of generating more income??? Shame on you. | and a lot of people that you don't hear from and don't want
to hear from are fed up with all this miss management, sorry if this offends anyone but the truth often hurts!!!!

As shown earlier on this form | have hunted for 65 years. | find it very upsetting that a person may harvest an
antlered deer with a bow and then again with a rifle. Every hunter should be eligible to harvest the same number
of deer. It is grossly unfair for some one to be able to harvest a buck with a bow and then again with a rifle. Those
who hunt only with a rifle are being discriminated against. The dual bow/gun harvest also further challenges the
buck population. Also, baiting should be eliminated so every one has an equal opportunity. If feeding is to be
permitted allow it after the season and when the weather is more severe.

there are way too many bears eating fawns. why does it still take 7-8 years to draw a bear tag when there are too
many bears? increased bear tags would help fawn recruitment. wolves are completely out of control!!!! if fawn
does make it through the bear barrage, then it has to face packs of wolves. the state needs to manage these
killers much better. the tree huggers that support the wolves will probably never see a wolf in the wild. the tax
payers that support the DNR see the wolves and can't shoot them. the tax payers should have the say in wolf
reduction. the last time | checked, there was ZERO REVENUE GENERATED BY WOLVES.

If the goal is to increase the deer herd how do you justify going from 0 antlerless tags to almost 3000?!! (counting
the quota + bonus tags) Yes the deer have rebounded with the last three mild winters and so we dont need
another 0 quota but the number proposed is much too high in my opinion. Also this winter isnt over yet. We are
in April and there is still deep snow and cold into at least mid month. There is potential yet to lose a significant
number of deer depending on the next few weeks of weather. A modest number of tags could be made
available but close to 3000 is way too many for this county.
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14606 Continue a zero quota for the next three years, see what happens and then I’d be more open to having doe tags
be reintroduced. ['ve said time after time great progress has been made but this is still fragile. Predation is very
high and with a bad winter we could be see a significant decrease in our deer populations. Also, maybe think
about no more baiting. These corn piles are getting a lot more deer killed and if we can hunt them the old fashion
way | think it would help the numbers increase and then maybe Doe tags is a good idea. CONCLUSION: NO DOE
TAGS FORNTHE NEXT THREE YEARS!!!!

14607 The southern area of Ashland County doesn't need an antlerless quota; the Youth Tags are fine. The deer herd is
recovering but not to the extent that we need antlerless tags. Along with more deer | also had more pictures of
predators on my cameras. Ashland County should be divided into two units/zones. | don't doubt that in central
and northern county areas with the agriculture that there is a need for antlerless tags but that certainly isn't the
case in the southern area of the county. It also looks like it will be awhile before we have anything greening up
this Spring.

14608 Would like to see a antler restriction put in place for the county,with the smaller deer heard now because of the
out of control predators we have no control of and the amount of hunters shooting 1.5year old bucks the heard
has a hard time growing large bucks. Another idea would be going to 1 buck per person per year in ashland co.
and a nubby buck would be considered a buck. Dont be scared to think out of the box when it comes to this
matter,this county could be a leader not a follower.bottom line is we as hunters have to do our part to build a
quaility heard.

14609 | have seen a large amount of Adult does (a few) Dry does, and most of the does had twins the last three years.
The Dry does chase the fawns and yearlings away from food sources the young ones need a chance to grow to
their potential. Large amounts of adult does tend to chase off Bucks making the Bucks go nocturnal during the
Deer Season. The amount of predators is low in my area, there is a huge group of Adult does and yearlings all
over the Ashland Area. Hopefully, some permits will be available to put the dry does in check. Thank You.

14610 | would like to see several more years of zero antlerless quota for Ashland county. There were many years of
overharvesting antlerless deer that decimated the deer herds. Between that and the wolf population,that is much
larger then the DNR wants to admit, the deer have taken a beating. | would recommend another 5-10 years with
no antlerless quota. They allowed too many years of an almost unlimited antlerless tag supply that | believe it will
take at least that long to build a decent herd. | hunt the national forest, no ag land nearby.

14611 | would like to complement and thank the board members on their work thus far. Your time and dedication to
improving the deer population in Ashland County is greatly appreciated. Specifically to address the question
concerning antlerless permits for 2018, my recommendation is we do not have any during the season based on
the winter we continue to have..., It’s April 4 and we still have allot of snow cover and cold temperatures in the
county. My concern is the survival rate of the existing population and the fawns coming this spring.

14612 | feel as though there is absolutely no need for antlerless tags at this point. We have just gone through a terrible
winter again which is still holding on. We can only assume mortality what is reality. We have proven people will
help manage deer numbers and are willing to kill deer why can we let the population go and then do something
about it. We are not at this point yet. The introduction of crossbows into the mix is absolute deviation on our
herd. | believe something must be done here. Maybe a 2 week crossbow season?

14613 | am sure you hear this often but since the reintroduction of the wolves, deer hunting has suffered in the area.
When we see deer we see an abundance of does and very few bucks. It is no secret that bucks are much smarter
than does. Their movement habits have become mainly nocturnal because of the depredations of deer. The days
of shooting a midday buck or even doe for that matter are gone. Morning and late afternoon are about the only
times to sit out. Before we can address the deer we need to get rid of the wolves!

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Ashland, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
- Recommendations - Spring 2018

14614 Deer numbers in northern Ashland County are starting to see a slight increase over the past few years but we
have a ways to go before getting back to where it needs to be. Fortunately, we have not had a hard winter
recently. Between the predators eating our spring fawns, and the vehicle collisions, our deer numbers are not
growing very quickly. | would like to see buck only for a few more years as one bad winter could easily wipe out
the recent population gains we have seen.

14615 |'ve hunted in Glidden for 24 years and | believe this was the worse year ever. | saw a couple of doe the whole
season and even with the muzzle loader later on. You cannot possibly be serious about doling out doe tags for
uneducated hunters to slaughter doe in this area when there are hardly any deer to begin with. Get real and
listen to the hunters. We are the one who are out in the woods not sitting in Madison behind a desk dictating
what should happen 250 miles away.

14616 Number one concern in our hunting area is the number of predators (wolves, bobcats, bear) that we are seeing
on trail cameras. maybe our second biggest concern is hunters from other areas coming into the NF and
harvesting antlerless deer on their antlerless tags from other areas so as to increase the deer population in their
main hunting area. And lastly is the years of severe winters which make deer more vulnerable to those predators.

14617 this is my feelings on deer management in zone, | have been hunting for 50 yrs,have 100 acres of private land,
what | see now is last 3 yrs. no antlerness permits, | see the ratio of does up, in these three yrs hunters are
shooting the young bucks ,I feel this is why the ratio is off[not enough bucks to breed] | would recommend this
year and next year for this zone only three points or better per side. thanks for my comments.

14618 The number of bucks in my area is down and the number of does is astronomical. Also the number of wolves on
my property is through the roof. | have multiple cameras set on my property and all of them have a large number
of wolf photos on them. After every night this winter we went out snowmobiling the tracks would be ran down
from wolf over night. | would like to see antlerless tags given out for Sawyer co.

14619 | think the dnr has mismanaged the deer herd for years. We hunt as hard as anyone and if we see 4 deerina 9
day season we think we are lucky. They need to stop all the special hunts, combine the muzzle loader season with
regular gun season. They don't need a separate time. | have hunted the area for 54 years and the only thing that
keeps me coming back is tradition.

14620 Please do not allow an antlerless harvest again this year. Also get rid of cross bows as they are leading to a larger
buck harvest. Either that or make the price of a cross bow tag triple a normal archery tag. The northern forest
area needs to see an increase in overall herd size to recover from the past and also this years extended winter
season.

14621 deer populations on public land still very low due mostly to predators mainly wolves and winter turning into
severe range this year .If we are trying to increase the herd on public land quotas need to be kept very low 200 to
300 max! Otherwise we are going back to ground zero!Fawn recruitment and survival will be very low this spring!

14622 Qur family hunts the national forest west of Butternut,We hunt both bow and gun season and have very few deer
on the public land.Until we get the wolf population under control and as the winter lingers on the current amount
of 6 to 7 hundred antlerless tags are far too many!We believe 300 to 350 should be max for the public!

14623 Deer numbers have increased substantially the last few years and should be maintained, not increased. I'm
concerned that allowing further increase will result in property damage and habitat degradation which in turn will
ultimately negatively impact deer and other wildlife. A higher antlerless harvest should be attempted.

14625 The deer heard has started to come back in northern wi but Ashland and iron County still have a lot of making up
to do. Large snow amounts and high predator numbers are hard on the deer heard as a whole in public forest
areas. We really need wolf control in both these counties for anything to rebound.
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14624 Need to let the herd grow more before we go back to antlerless tags. When we do they need to be hunters
choice tags ,not extra tags.We also should research an antler point restriction, it sure seems to work in other
states. Also don't think it is a good idea having husband and wife on the same board.

14626 To many antlerless tags for public land,winter lingering into May.The fawn recruitment will be extremely low.No
control of wolf numbers and other predators.National forest deer numbers are very low!Please keep antlerless
tags down to 300 max same as iron cty for public land same as Iron cty!

14627 After having a harsh winter and already low doe and fawn numbers on public land, selling doe tags at this point
will just decimate the already struggle deer population. Predation and over harvest have already crippled our

14628 As we well know wolves are the biggest threat when deer yard up with a hard snow pack. Doe numbers are
finally starting to go up slightly. Wouldn’t take much to drop them below what is needed to maintain the small
herd we have outside the towns.

14629 | don’t believe this unit should offer any anterless permits for 2018-2020. After that | would say half the number
currently recommended would be proper. It is just starting to make a comeback, so don’t wreck it at this point
for the future.

14630 Ashland county's diverse habitat varys greatly, deer hunting south of mellen is different than hunting north of
mellen to Ashland where open fields are more common.south of mellen are large blocks of forests and the deer
are struggling more.

14631 Predators have been taking there toll on the deer. Bear numbers are high, coyote and wolf numbers are high.
Need to figure a way to get them down. A big thank you for the chance at a elk in Wisconsin. You're hard work is
paying off!

14632 Deer population is the lowest I've seen it in my lifetime | would like to see Zero antlerless permits until the
population gets to a level where it's fun hunting again | would enjoy hunting a lot more if | saw a deer when | went

14633 | still think the Predator count is much to high. Especially near and on the bad river reservation. | am not seeing
even close to the numbers of deer that | had seen since | started hunting up to about 8 or so years ago.

14634 | saw more deer on private land in southern Ashland Co. But not many in the Ashland County forest. | have
hunted the same area in the county forest for 30 years. There is not enough deer there to be shooting does yet.

14635 |TS TIME TO START HARVESTING ANTLER LESS DEER, ITS BEEN 4 SEASONS AND THE NUMBERS HAVE INCREASED. |
SUPPORT THIS RECOMMENDATION AND THINK IT COULD HAVE BEEN HIGHER. EVEN WITH THIS HARVEST THE
DEER HERD WILL INCREASE.

14636 |t is sad the absence of mature bucks. How can we have any antlerless tags untill the wdnr gets a handle on the
predators and starts managing for more mature bucks. We need a one buck per hunter per year !!!

14637 The only way | can support Junior Antlerless tags is if there are better controls on who is buying and actually using
the tags. It can and has been abused in the past with adults using the tags.

14638 all though we all want to harvest venison- | think Ashland county is not ready for doe tags. the numbers seem to
be dropping not increasing in the Peeksville area

14639 There should be a question about hunters having a reasonable opportunity to harvest a mature buck. Ashland
co. has a problem with the lack of mature bucks.

14640 why isn't the wdnr concerned about the lack of mature Bucks ? How can you have a doe quota with the winter
we have ended up with. We need unit 28 again...

14641 So much more wolf sign in the area | hunt than ever before. We actually had wolves tracking us and circling
around us opening morning.
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14642 The predator population is still too high in our area . Controlling them must remain a high priority.
14643 the deer are starting to come back don't need antlerless tags

14644 3 more years of NO DOE TAGS and NO JUNIOR permits.

14645 One buck per hunter per year.

14646 Do not see enough deer

14647 More Tags Please!!!

14648 NO DOE TAGS
18008

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Ashland, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

m
WSCONSIN

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Barron, Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

98 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the 4. Which statement best describes where you deer
input. hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land: 46
1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 25
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally:

| live in this unit: 65

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 12
| hunt in this unit: 87

General interest in this unit: 14

6
Mostly Public Land: 3

Exclusively Public Land: 7

| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 4
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 16
unit.

Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 17

. f . , Somewhat crowded:
2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded:

(Check all that apply) Gun: 86 ;
Not applicable:
Bow: 43
Crossbow: 27 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 26 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 32

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 24.44

Maximum: 55 Fewer: 23

Same: 28
More: 9
Many More: 5

Unsure: 1

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Antlerless Quota: 1 10 30 16 40 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 11 31 14 38 2
Bonus Tags - Public land: 4 11 28 12 38 5

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 2 30 66 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 16 72 10
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 28 59 11
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 9 85 4
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.95
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 2.08
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.53
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.70
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.47
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.56
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.40
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.54
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.93
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.27
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.61
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Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

14649 Hello, I've been hunting on our family owned land for 17 years now. Continually each year the number of deer
observed on our property, crossing the road, or adjacent properties has dwindled to nothing. We own 80 acres of
land which has been deemed QDM for the last 10 years. The adjacent 80 acres to the South of us has been
deemed QDM longer than that and is hunted on every year as well. The 80 acres that runs on the back side of our
property has been hunted on every year as well with the exception of the fall 2017 hunt which no one went there
due to the lack of animals being observed. Public hunting grounds then borders up to this tract of land. The 80
acre parcel North of our land also wasn't hunted on for the last two years as no animals were being harvested.
Last year | only had the opportunity to hunt the land during the gun season. The land has a year round home
which is lived in by family members and | make regular visits/vacations to the property. Our land is on the
Barron/Rusk county line off of US 8. We know the adjacent land owners so we know what they are seeing and if
anything is being harvested. Trail cameras also reveal what is moving through. The land owners across the street
from us have several hundred acres which they hunt as a family unit. (Dad, brother's & kids.) The same report
comes from them every year of we go out all day and see nothing. They haven't harvested a deer in years. Last
year it took 8 days to see the first and only buck | saw. The only other deer | saw in the woods (2X0 during 8 days
was a doe with (2) yearlings. For years there has been a study decline of seeing anything in the woods. | haven't
harvested a deer for the last five years. There are no squirrels nor any everyday birds anymore. There are no
Turkeys roaming around as well. The environment has changed and is definitely not for the better. When the
property was purchased | would see 15-20 deer a day hunting. For the last twelve years it has declined every
year. During the course of the winter there has been a doe with (2) yearlings that travel through and a single
yearling would follow this group. Last week Wed or Thurs that single yearling passed away apparently from an
automobile collision as she was observed lying in our ditch on Thursday night. Due to seeing no Turkeys
anymore we Turkey hunt West of 53 on a friends farm. In conversations with those landowners we hear stories
of deer being harvested on the West side of Barron county. No one talks about harvesting deer on the Eastern
side of Barron county as there are no deer. Being in law enforcement we know a sheriff's deputy that lives in
Barron county not a mile down the road from us who reports the same thing. Nothing on his cameras, nothing in
the woods hunting. | know several individuals in the DNR where we have had conversations. Based on personal
observations, discussions with adjacent land owners, county workers, business owners along US 8 everyone
comes to the same opinion. There are no deer here in the East end of Barron county. There is no shooting from
the public hunting grounds off of US 8. There are no cars parked at the public hunting grounds on US 8. Why?
Because there are no deer here. Based on what is observed the county should be split in 1/2 for the deer quote.
The East end of the county shouldn't have antlerless tags handed out or extended hunts. Something needs to
change. Hunting traditions in Wisconsin are going down. Taking kids into the woods and seeing nothing for hours
or days does nothing to motivate your individuals to want to hunt. | think this needs to be seriously evaluated for
the future hunting in Eastern Barron county. | can't believe there's the discussion of increasing the deer harvest
when no one is seeing anything. The
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14650 | feel that many hunters including myself find satisfaction in hunting by trying to kill a mature buck. For many,
shooting a doe or fawn is not as rewarding and | believe that holding an antlerless only 2018 season would be a
terrible deterrent to people wanting to travel to our area to deer hunt as well as the tourism loss the area would
take from people not wanting to go deer hunting to only get to shoot a doe or fawn. | understand more and more
people are satisfied with shooting a doe but for me and | think many others if we are going to take an animal's life
shooting a female or juvenile deer is not what our goal is. | hope for the sake of our deer herd and not having
seen many deer while hunting the past few years that we do not adopt an antlerless only season. | think this
would be devastating to the herd, and far too many people are unable to look at their specific piece of woods and
make their own assessment of the deer population there. | think having a blanket antlerless season would not
hurt some really highly populated areas of farmland but in places where it is more hardwoods, | think it would
take years for the population to recover. | think a compromise could be that if you elected to shoot a buck it
would elimiate you from being able to buy an antlerless license. This way people who want to shoot bucks can
(and they usually dont shoot does anyways) and others can buy their antlerless tags and be happy with that
without having the opportunity to harvest a buck. But compromise usually doesnt happen in these
circumstances, my two cents. If it is an antlerless only season it might be the first year | ever dont deer hunt in 12
years, that would make me sad.

14651 Under no circumstances should we be trying to decrease the herd size in Barron county - at least not in the
eastern half of the county. My wife and | own 120 acres east of Chetek and have hunted that property all my
hunting life and | am now 68 yrs old. Where | use to see upwards of 20 deer on opening day | now am lucky to
see 4 or 5. | hunt hard all 9 days of rifle season and probably 30 to 40 days during bow season. Prior to this year |
had never gone more than 1 day during the rifle season without seeing at least 1 deer. This year | did not see a
single deer the last six days of season even though | hunted every day for most of the day. We have high numbers
of predators which certainly accounts for the loss of a few, especially fawns. However | believe the biggest reason
for decline of deer in my area is over harvest of antlerless deer. | see no reason to give free antlerless tags with
each license and then provide bonus tags besides. We should at the very least be trying to maintain our herd
instead of lowering it. It also bothers me that apparently the advisory committee for Barron Co. doesn't pay
much attention to this comment section. | base that on the fact that after reading the comment section from last
fall the very large majority of comments expressed the same concerns but yet the committee still decided that
the herd needed to be decreased. Why would people waste their time doing surveys when their opinions are
ignored. Listen to the people who are out there on their land and know whats going on with the deer on their
property. Thank you for allowing me this forum to express my opinions.

14652 | understand deer numbers vary from location to location within a management unit. | also know that | hunt
primarily private land with only a few locations(managed forest crop, county forests land) open for public hunting
nearby but | have steadily seen a decrease in the number of deer seen overall from season to season and | don't
support increasing the antlerless quota. As a group we used to go from how many deer did you see per sit to did
you even see a deer today. | will always hunt and put in the time as I'm generally out in the woods 7 days or so
out of the 9 day rifle season besides the bow hunting | do but | understand why more people don't put in the
amount of time anymore or choose not to hunt. There are areas that have a surplus of deer but it has been over
10 years since | can say that | routinely saw a deer in my area. Now days if | see a deer during a sit it was a good
sit as was the case a year or two ago | had more sits where | didn't see a deer versus when | did. | have a lot of
private acreage that | have access to and it just seems that the population is not as strong as it used to be. Then
when | see recommendations to increase antlerless harvest it is just frustrating as its more difficult to shoot a doe
when it is one of the only deer you've seen in a few days. | just don't think we should be increasing the antlerless
guota nor issuing more bonus antlerless tags.
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14653 When this program started | thought oh this is a great idea we the people will have a say in what our county does
with our herd. | have went to the meetings listened to what has been brought to the committee from both
survey information and people speaking. Now | look at the makeup of this committee it is stacked deck against
the sportsman. We have Urban that has a vote on our herd out in the country areas. If we have to many deer in
urban areas the state has ways to take care of this problem. Forestry needs to go to all public land and check for
overgrazed areas. Not just one here and one there. For the DMAP areas if you are complaining about deer issues.
If you posted something on Facebook or Craigslist about letting folks in to hunt you will take care of the problem.
This will work in agriculture areas as well. Thanks for giving me this opportunity to speak my mind. | hope that |
have brought some different points for you to consider.

14654 Thank you for the option to comment on the deer season hunting structure. | urge you to reconsider not offering
the holiday hunt. This was a great opportunity | took advantage of last year in Polk County and hunted during the
Christmas break with both family and friends. Regarding the concern of snowmobiles not being able to use the
trails, | have been told that maybe one in 15 years, the trails have the possibility of being open during this time
frame. And the few hunters that chose to hunt and snowmobile trail users should be able to co exist during this
time period. In closing | urge you to allow hunters the opportunity to hunt during the Holiday hunt in Barron
County. Also, if you are proposing to decrease the deer population over the next three years why reduce the
quota harvest from last year. This seems counter intuitive to the stated goal. Appears to want to increase the
deer population. Thank you

14655 Qur group of hunters have hunted regional private land and Timberland Hills for 22 years. In the last 5 to 6 years,
we have remarked how the number of deer has dwindled and what we observe mostly juvenile (female or
antlerless). While there might be some sign that we have a wolf population, | have hard time imagining that the
limited numbers, if any, could keep the population away (not down) from such a large region. I’'m an experienced
hunter and have not loosened a shot in three years during the seasons; deer in this locale are too young and
small. To the best of my knowledge, other neighboring hunting camps are also experiencing this extended lol.
Finally, there are fewer hunters that spend their time in Timberland Hills judging by the number of vehicles
parked at the entry points. | think it’s hardly a secret that the area is fairly void of deer.

14656 | am filling on this survey because | STILL CARE!! even if some of you on this committee say well the number of
people filling out the survey don't reflect the hunters of the county. | have been to the meetings and | have heard
this from a few of you on the committee. | have heard " | am speaking for the Sillent majority " and totally
disregard the survey. The survey and the meetings are the only way for we the people to voice our opinion. It is
the number one item in the CDAC Charter to gather public opinion. This is just insane what you are trying to do
with the herd in Barron County. | for one am seriously considering giving up totally on deer hunting. Why would |
give you guys money to sit in the woods to see no deer!! It is a crying shame what has been done to the deer
herd in Barron county in my life time.

14657 Unfortunately 6000 antlerless deer is unachievable under current regulations. Recommend that the CDAC for this
unit recommend to the State/DNR that the Earn-a-Buck practice be reinstated to allow another option for
controlling deer populations - the only chance we now have to decrease the deer herd in this unit. We
understand that individuals in the northeastern part of the County have a different take on the size of the deer
herd - and yes, the population is lower in that area especially during the summer and fall when the deer prefer
corn, alfalfa and soybean fields, but increasing the deer herd in Barron County will not help their cause - the deer
are still going to go where the best food is.
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14658 |'ve hunted in the area for almost 30 years and in the past 15 years have seen a steady decline in deer numbers.
This is the first year | did not see a single deer with antlers either bow hunting or rifle hunting. | took the first
week of November off and hunted almost every day. | saw very few does after September. Very frustrating to
see plans to increase the kill. My son lives in La Crosse and has hunted Vernon County. Nice deer numbers in
that part of the state. Here in Barron County, not so good, at least on public land in the forested areas. I've also
heard comments from other hunters in this area. Not new hunters, but guys that have been hunting for a long
time.

14659 We just don't have the deer in the county we had years ago. Sitting in the woods for days and not seeing deer
sucks!!! You are proposing to kill more it just is not right. | hope that taking this survey isn't a waste of time.
From what | have seen at the meetings you disregard everything works on the survey, everything that spoken by
the public. This is the only way that the public can voice their opinion either by filling out the survey or coming to
a meeting and voicing their opinion. Some of the people on this board disregard everything that we say by the
survey from the numbers of last year for example. You were turning people off from even going to the meetings.

14660 The 2017/18 winter has been long and harsh. Deer numbers in much of this DMU were already quite low. My
personal observations on my own 86 acres and the neighboring properties is that deer numbers are down
drastically. By contrast, sightings of predators including black bears, coyotes and wolves is up significantly. | think
that the current cdac is heavily influenced by those interested in raising trees for profit and even though there
was strong opposition in public comment, they moved forward in recommending population reduction. As a
result | think the population has suffered. | think the recommendation should be changed to maintain or even
increase.

14661 | am feeling the survey out knowing full well from attending meetings that the committee totally disregards this
survey. | have listen to the people speak on the committee how we didn't have enough participation in the
survey. This is one of the ways the public has a chance to voice their opinion they're not on the committee. |
have heard other remarks from people that are on the committee about the silent majority. If you're not going to
the people taking the time to fill out the survey why are we even bothering filling it out. The charter speaks of
listening to the public start listening to the public!

14662 Would it be possible to have a two (2) year test period of extending the rifle season to include another full week?
In other words hold a 16 day rifle season (as is the policy in both MN & MI). For example, in this year that would
mean beginning the season on the 10th of November and running through the 25th. | think such an increase
might be an easier way to control herd size and to please the rifle hunters. One could test this for a two (2) year
period and carefully check the results to see if they are more in line with the desired herd reduction preference.

14663 | can't blame the DNR any more this is now people from Barron county that are destroying the deer herd in
Barron county. What a shame. The sad part is | as a person in the county can't vote these people out!! Why are
you not listening to the people!! | looked at the survey information from what was available and the public said
they wanted to increase the herd. If this stuff continues | won't by a licence any more. | won't let anyone hunt my
land we will fix this ourselves if you refuse to listen to the people!!

14664 This is not good for Barron County. We won't have any deer left in the eastern half of the county. These
questions from my time of hunting bow and gun are not good. | have scouted many of the public woods near the
Blue Hills and we just don't have much of a herd left. | am so disappointed that | couldn't wait to be retired and
have many hours to spend in the woods. Now | walk looking for trail and sign of deer there just is so little | am
ready to stop hunting until this county starts to do a better job.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Barron, Central Farmland



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

W

14665 You had a quota of 6800 last year. 3400 antlerless were shot. HUGE question is WHY? Because there is not as
many deer as you think. | hunted 27 out of 30 days in November. | was planning on shooting a doe until | didn't
see very many. What the hell is the matter with you people? Deer hunting is being ruined! | don't know why I'm
wasting my time with this. You never listen anyway. | saw a bunch of bears. Lots of those should be shot. Way too
many of those around.

14666 Current deer metric data suggest a deer density of 40/sq mi. Moderate browse damage during this winter. Seeing
groups of deer in fields during evening hours. All of this suggests decreasing herd size is appropriate. Based on
2017 buck harvest and total harvest, 2 free tags/ plus bonus tags seems like logical choice if DNR data is accurate.
A healthy deer herd along with a healthy forrest for future generations is priority one for our hunting camp.

14667 When | first started hunting my land when | was 121 would see as many as 50 deer on opening weekend. Many
times they would travel in large groups of 6 or 12. For the past 15 years | have seen fewer deer and very rarely
any large groups. | believe it would be better to give out fewer antlerless tags, encourage the growth of an older
deer herd with more big bucks and allow the capacity to have a healthy population of wolves in Wisconsin.

14668 This is where we the public get our say in what you the committee are proposing. | think this so far out on line.
We need to have fewer anterless tags issued. From what | see on my side of the county all the anterless tags
handed out we won't have a deer left. | am getting so disappointed | am about ready to give up deer hunting
totally!! Thanks a lot!! You have done what you set out to do kill them off!!

14669 The people are the publics voice. We fill out surveys, emails, speak at the meetings. We should have just as much
weight in the discussion as the wildlife biologist. But not here. The biologist trumps everything. He puts his input
and that overrides us. This is not right. | hear more and more people say they are going to quit hunting because
the number of deer is getting less all the time.

14670 Allowing baiting and now crossbows and on top of that allowing tags for children under 12 has already had a
negative effect on deer numbers in localized areas. My neighbor to the north and to the south both bait and
each killed multiple bucks with crossbows filling tags for family members who never leave the house. It's not a
good road to continue down for deer or hunter numbers.

14671 We need to do away with the separation of public and private, many people | talk to and myself included believe
it is just a money making scheme. | hunt an equal amount of both so | have to acquire tags for both. | also think
you should get a buck and a doe tag with your archery and your gun license, if you want to kill more deer than
that you buy whatever's leftover.

14672 |n 2017, Polk and Burnett Counties had an antlerless holiday hunt. Barron County needs to have one. Did not
make sense that in 2017, Polk County Advisory Commmitte recommended to maintain the herd population and
had a holiday hunt. However, in 2017, Barron Advisory Committee recommended a herd reduction but had no
holiday hunt. | did not understand the logic.

14673 Barron county's deer here in my opinion is in good shape but have noticed fewer deer overall compare to last
year | feel that trying to decrease the deer herd will hurt everyone's experience in future years to come. It is real
easy to decrease a herd but is twice as hard to bring it back. Keep up the good work wisconsin dnr | appreciate
everything you do.

14674 There are many more deer on the west side of this unit than there are on the east side. US Hyw 8 and STH 25
disvide this unit very easily and it’s unfair for the hunters on the East side that have a much larger area of
wooded land than on the West side of the unit which is primarily farm land. Classifying the entire county as one
zone is irresponsible.
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14675 The committee needs to take the survey numbers as how the hunters feel. | have sat in the meetings and listened
to a few members on the committee say "the survey number is to small of a percentage of the county". This
survey and the meetings are the only way the public has a chance to speak out. Please consider our response to
you.

14676 |, as well as many other hunters, only hunt for bucks. Implementing an antlerless only season would significantly
cut down the number of hunters, impacting the financial gain for the state. | am teaching my son the practice of
patience, and not just shooting the first deer he sees. Waiting for a buck to come across.

14677 There's still over 2' of snow in most areas and up to 32" | saw just yesterday. This as a much more severe winter
than the numbers are showing. It was below 0 in November with snow cover since Oct. I'm not sure how we can
determine harvest numbers when winter mortality can't possibly be totally allowed for yet.

14678 The crossbow efficiency is becoming an issue. There will be fewer and fewer hunters using bows as more and
more change over to a crossbow because of it's success ratio. This will in turn lead to fewer mature bucks being
shot in the gun season and reduced numbers of gun hunters.

14679 What are you people thinking!! This is not right. you are heading in the wrong direction with our herd!! | have
talked to many hunters in my area and they are all saying the same as me. We are all saying why should we even
buy a lisence we won't have a deer left to see!!!

14680 We need to split the county. The numbers just don't support this proposal. We just don't have the herd numbers
to take thud many anterless deer. | will stop hunting if this continues. | will not pay to sit in the woods to see
nothing. | can do that for free.

14681 why would you make the archery season longer if they can not kill a deer in the current season time that lasts 4
MONTHS they really should quit. If you want to make the season longer why close it run it like the coyote season
year long.

14682 | would like to see no changes to the crossbow season. | feel crossbows haven't increased overall archery deer
kills and has increased the number of archery hunters which is supported by the DNRs collected numbers.

14683 |n my opinion Wisconsin is doing an excellent job of managing deer. | am very impressed that the state takes
hunters input in to account when making decision regarding this resource. Thank you!

14684 There are plenty of deer in the county. A good number of antlerless deer need to be harvested for the health of
the deer herd and to minimize ag damage and vehicle collisions.

14685 We need to let our herd try to rebound. For the last 5 years it is getting worse not better. Please you need to
slow down on the antlerless tags!!

14686 If you keep this type of pressure on our herd | will give up deer hunting. We are loosing our herd on the eastern
half of the county.

14687 Slow down on all these anterless tags. We are not going to get young hunters into the sport when we won't have
deer to see or shoot.

14688 | am opposed to the number of tags being issued. Way to many. But this group doesn't care what we say anyway.
That has been obvious.

14689 | have no faith in this committee they disregard public opinion. This is the only way the public can voice their
opinion. Use it!!!

14690 We are going the wrong way with the deer herd. We can't keep this up. We are still in winter months. With this
snow still around.

14691 | would hope the survey information is used in determining the decision of this committee and its not just a
waste of our time.
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14692 Go back to two (2) antlerless tags with each gun hunting license and have an antlerless only holiday hunt.
14693 We are not seeing deer in our area. | hope this wasn't just a waste of time filling it out!!!

14694 | am hoping the committee use these surveys responses. | know from past years they haven't.
14695 Hunting more hours each year. Seeing less deer. Seeing about the same number of hunters.
14696 | do not agree with the baiting issue. | feel we should outlaw baiting completely.

14697 We need to look at the predators predators. They are affecting our heard as well.

14698 Coyotes are getting out of control and something needs to be done to address this.

14699 | would recommend 1 tag per hunter with hunter choice of taking a buck or doe.

14700 This is just not right we are going in the wrong direction with the deer herd.

14701 Would it be possible to impose an 8pt min size to the bucks shot?

14702 LOTS of deer and LOTS of does in the central part of the county.

14703 We need drop back the anterless tags

14704 Please use this survey thank you
18009
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Bayfield, Northern Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

220 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 45
Mostly Private Land: 21
Public and Private Land About Equally: 40
Mostly Public Land: 37
Exclusively Public Land: 58
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
| live in this unit: 77
49
| hunt in this unit: 201
General interest in this unit: 38

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes:

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 11
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 39
unit. Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 31

Somewhat crowded: 36

. . >
2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 36

Check all that appl :
( pply) Gun: 192 Not applicable: 3
Bow: 116
Crossbow: 51 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 74 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 23
Fewer: 43
Same: 85
More: 49
Many More: 15
Unsure: 5

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 25.5
Maximum: 63

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High

Antlerless Quota: 3 10 38 46

Much Too High Unsure

122 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 4 9 49 41 104 13
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 7 23 36 144 7

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 14 197 9
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 104 98 18

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.22
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.92
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.25
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.67
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.15
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.08
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.18
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.39
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.73
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.35
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.57
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Comments for Bayfield, Northern Forest

Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or

its employees.
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14705 One hunter’s suggested considerations for the 2018 Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee deer management
strategy and recommendations for antlerless permits in the National Forest of southern Bayfield Co. On March
15, 2018 the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee made the preliminary recommendation for 11,225 bonus
permits to reach a harvest quota of 3500 animals. These permits are to be distributed with 45% to public land
and 55% to private land. Beyond this division there are no other options available to the committee to manage
deer geographically or by land type. Following three years of no antlerless harvest except for youth (2014 —
2016) we are beginning to see a few more deer in the Drummond area, but numbers are much lower than those
observed before the over-harvesting of the early 2000’s. It is my opinion that it is too soon to offer large
numbers of antlerless permits in the National Forest of southern Bayfield County. | am entering my 50th year of
hunting in Bayfield Co., the greatest percentage of which has been done in a few square mile area between
Drummond and Lake Owen. Our group of 4 — 6 hunters would typically see 2 — 4 animals per day over the first
four days of the gun season, which is traditionally the time we hunt. Since the over-harvest of animals 12 — 15
years ago we see far fewer deer and last season two of our hunters saw no deer over the first three days and left
early in frustration. | saw 5 deer over four days. Since 2010 our group has killed a total of 3 bucks. There is a
DNR deer metric for deer seen per hunted hour that is determined from data for both a three-year average based
on a hunter survey and a three-year average based on a registration survey. The hunter survey for 2017 indicates
0.47 deer sighted per hour, whereas the registration survey shows 0.81 animals sighted per hour. For the ten
daylight hours we typically hunt (6:30 am — 4:30 pm) we should be seeing 4.7 and 8.1 deer per day, respectively.
We do not see anywhere close to that number of animals. It is also obvious there are fewer hunters in the woods
as gauged by man-tracks in the snow and parked cars, fewer gunshots, and the observation that Drummond is a
ghost town on opening day weekend. Furthermore, seldom do we see a hunter under the age of 50. Clearly
hunting in this area is in decline, which we believe is partially due to insufficient opportunity to see deer, let alone
harvest one. This has a negative effect on the local economy and will result in fewer hunters in the future, which
will be needed to harvest deer. Wisconsin DNR deer metrics, that can be found on-line, show the antlerless
guota implemented in 2017 for Bayfield Co. resulted in a total antlerless harvest of 2,663 animals, of which 1,811
were taken by gun. Total harvest was split 1,108 and 1,555 on public and private, respectively. The average
harvest success was 31.5%. | recall that at the 2017 CDAC meeting the local game manager predicted a harvest
success of 35%, so he was accurate in his estimate. What is unclear is why the harvest success is so low if in fact
deer numbers are so high. Is it lack of interest in harvesting a deer when the opportunity presents or the fact
that the opportunity does not present itself because deer numbers are not what are estimated. Other relevant
data included in the DNR Deer Metric report for Bayfield Co. show deer population estimates for the county are
increasing from a low of 18,033 in 2014 to a predicted value of 33,012 post-hunting in 2017. This is still lower
that 37,962 animals that was estimated for 2007. Since 2015 there has been one agriculture and one nuisance
damage enrollment as a result of a complaint. A few years prior to that there were 5 — 6 agriculture damage
enrollments per year and only a couple of nuisance enrollments altogether. Deer-vehicle collisions averaged 155
in 2014 — 2016, whereas in the three years prior the average was 113. Perhaps the higher roadkill recently was a
result of more miles driven because of lower gas prices and increased driving due to the recovery from the great
recession. | opposed the recommendation of the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee’s recommendation for
the antlerless harvest in 2017. | am not opposed to an antlerless harvest once the deer numbers have recovered
to a population level where hunting success is reasonable. My personal belief is that the deer population goal for
the county has been set too low. The land can sustainably support more deer. If the goal was set higher it will
provide a larger population that will lead to improved hunter success and experience. Much discussion has been
made regarding the effect of the deer herd on forestry, specifically the effect of browsing on the survival and
growth of trees for future timber harvest. It is reasonable to believe that the value of forestry to the economics
in the county exceed the economic value of deer hunting. This concern may be a more important issue for
county managed forests, but in the National Forest there is little visible management or harvesting, and the
forest continues to age. The area of the forest we hunt has become increasingly thick with underbrush because
of under-browsing to the extent that some of our traditional stands have had to be abandoned because of the
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lack of shooting lanes. While some might applaud this it is my observation that the undergrowth is comprised of
non-economic species such as balsam fir, leatherwood, hornbeam, and red maple. It is my opinion is there is
some middle ground such that deer numbers can be allowed to increase to a higher level and then be stabilized
by a more reasonable antlerless quota. While it is likely not in the purview of the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory
Committee the era of the “hunter’s choice” that ran from approximately 1980 — 2000 offered hunters the option
to harvest an antlerless deer, and as it was managed established a herd size that offered better hunting
opportunities during that time. | killed many antlerless deer in those years. In the fall of 2017 a survey was
conducted by the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee to gather public input on their decision and
recommendation to reduce the deer population in the county for 2018 — 2020. A diverse group of 190
individuals answered the survey of which 171 indicated they hunted in the county. Data suggested 45 hunted
mostly public and 32 hunted mostly private land, while others hunted exclusively in one or the other. Regarding
the question of agreement with the three-year recommendation to reduce the herd 25 disagreed and 115
strongly disagreed, equating to nearly 75% who were not in favor of adopting a strategy to reduce the herd. In
fact Bayfield Co. is the only county in the northern tiers of counties with such a recommendation. One has to go
to either Barron or Marinette counties to find a similar recommendation. These counties have much greater
agricultural land use where deer tend to thrive in greater numbers. The overall opinion of the hunters
responding to the survey was adopting such an approach will decrease hunter satisfaction and the general
public’s satisfaction in seeing deer. A majority also agreed that having fewer deer will result in no change in
agricultural damage, browsing and regeneration, mortality from winterkill, vehicle collisions, and herd health.
The survey included a list of concerns that helped form an individual’s opinion. The two highest rated concerns
were providing enough deer to offer a reasonable chance of success and overall hunter satisfaction with the
number of deer on the landscape. The results of this survey clearly are in opposition to decreasing the herd and
has to frustrate hunters who can only believe their voices are not being heard. The Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory
Committee did not believe the results of their survey or simply ignored them in favor a pre-determined

decision. Another factor that needs to be considered regarding the proposed antlerless quota is the Winter
Severity Index (WSI), which models winterkill due to very cold weather and deep snow. According to a report
from Todd Nass to my email inquiry the WSI as of March 31 was: Barnes at 59, Hayward at 45, Brule at 67,
Winter at 78, and Park Falls at 78. There is no measurement taken at Drummond, Cable, Grandview, or other
locales that would reflect the WSl in the southern portion of the county. | was in Drummond for a few days
through March 29 and there was easily 18 in. of snow in the yard of our cabin, and therefore likely more in the
forest. A day after | left approximately 12 in. was received. The forecast as of today (April 4) does not show a 50
degree temperature at Drummond for the next 10 days (April 18). Snow is in the forecast for several days within
that period. A WSI “point” will be added for every day there is 18 in. of snow on the ground. A WSI over 80 is
considered severe. Discounting the Hayward location, which is well out of the “snow belt” most of the remaining
sites will gain a point per day for snow depth and make 80 on the WSI scale, or be very close, resulting in natural
loss of a significant amount of animals. This should cause the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee to revise
their quota for 2018. There seems to be a disconnect between the Bayfield Co. Deer Advisory Committee and
hunters, both locals and those like myself that make a nearly 300 mile drive for the annual hunt. This disconnect
is more striking for hunters in the southern part of the county, mainly in the National Forest, where habitat is
maturing. Hunters experienced about 25 years of moderate to excellent success in terms of animals sighted and
harvested from about 1980 — 2005. The results from our group, which we have documented parallels the DNR
data. Following over-harvest in the early 2000’s the herd has not recovered. The past 10 years have been very
disappointing and it is apparent the phenomenon that is the Wisconsin deer gun season is suffering in southern
Bayfield Co. to the point that participation is in obvious decline. The decision to transition from the “quota
units” to county boundaries and to discontinue antlerless hunting and manage deer locally several years ago was
received positively by hunters, as it was apparent that the status quo was not acceptable. Something had to
change and hunters accepted the change. Unfortunately factions appear to have developed that look to maintain
the herd at an unreasonably low level by an excessive antlerless harvest quota. | believe most deer hunters
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realize antlerless deer need to be harvested to maintain the overall health of the herd and to protect the forest
habitat. Along with proactive forest management it is reasonable that higher deer populations can exist on the
landscape. |am a scientist by training and believe that appropriate scientific methods can be used to provide an
outcome that is acceptable to many. Models only do what we tell them to do and by deciding to manage for a
decreased population we are likely creating a scenario where quotas will be needed to accomplish the goal. |
have attempted to lay out a reasoning for reducing or eliminating the antlerless quota in the public land area of
southern Bayfield Co., much of which is in the National Forest that will increase the herd to a population that
favors hunters. The options to do so by the CDAC are limited, but a reduction in the quota for public land would
be a start. More intense study of deer populations in this area would provide data that would support or refute
my observations and those of many others. The establishment of a WSI location in Drummond would also
provide local data for this metric. Without reasonable changes that will result in an improved hunting
experience | predict deer hunting as we know it will diminish to an inconsequential point. We are losing hunters
and need to take actions that will encourage more participation starting by allowing more animals on the land.
We need convincing from the DNR that models that predict this quota will still result in herd growth. Many doubt
it will based on personal observations. If not the result will be the loss of revenue to the DNR, lower economic
benefits to the local communities, loss of social benefits to hunters, and the removal of the potential to maintain
the herd by reasonable harvesting quotas because of diminished hunter numbers.
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14706 Dear Deer Advisory Council Members, | write to you as a dedicated deer hunter of 50 plus years who has spent
the last 30 seasons of his life successfully hunting the public forests North of Drummond in the Star Lake area of
Bayfield County. | know the forest in this part of the county intimately. | continue to spend many days in the
woods each year scouting and hunting. | know the area's traditional deer trails, the bedding areas, the acorn
patches, the primary breeding areas and transition zones. | was astonished and demoralized to learn that
Bayfield's Deer Council has AGAIN come to the conclusion that the public forest has recovered from the severe
overkill and gross mismanagement of the herd in the past decade. By what scientific metric can you possibly
claim there are too many deer IN THE PUBLIC FOREST? If that metric exists, | challenge you to make it available to
the public. Of course you know it doesn't. Is it perhaps possible you are being influenced by one or two
outspoken persons with close ties to the council? Do they have a vested interest in influencing your judgement?
Although | have had many successful hunts over the past 30 years, the most recent 8 years have been very sad
and demoralizing. This past season, for the first time in eight years of dedicated first light to end of shooting
hours hunting, | actually saw my first deer on stand during legal shooting hours! In 2017 | saw a doe with twin
fawns and a spike buck. That was it for the entire season! In the previous seven years I've had zero sightings
while on stand and have only "cut" one or two deer tracks while walking all day seeking any semblance of hunt-
able sign. In 2016 | did see two deer on one of those long walks but none on stand. There have been many days
that I've walked 5 to 6 miles before crossing even a single track in the snow. | also watch for fresh tracks crossing
the road each day as | drive seven miles to where | hunt. Rarely do | see any fresh tracks crossing the road. In
years past there were dozens. Both of my sons refuse to make our family's once traditional 300 mile trip(s) to
Drummond saying, "l have no interest in hunting all week while not seeing even a single deer". Hunter density in
the area that | hunt has dropped from approximately 30 hunters down to about 3 or 4. Most have given up on
the North woods and are now hunting 'down state'. Have you considered the economic impact this has on your
local businesses that depend on hunters coming up from the south? The bars and restaurants are literally empty
compared to years past. Consider the grocery stores the gas... There's only one explanation. It's not worth the
long trip. |1 would be happy to take you on long walks around the six square miles of woods that | intimately
know and | invite you to show me ANYTHING in those areas that suggests the forest is being impacted - even
slightly - much less "over-browsed" as some with vested interests would claim. Even the Wolves were starving
and have pretty much moved out of my hunting area. | implore you to please reconsider... Don't issue ANY
antlerless tags for the public forest. PS: Since your last meeting in early March, the character of this winter has
become significantly more severe. The past several snow storms and low temperatures will undoubtedly delay
this years green-up and will increase the overall stress factor on the herd... these recent conditions will very likely
have an adverse impact on recruitment this spring. Please do reconsider... act in the interests of the many
instead of the few. Respectfully yours...
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14707 First, | appreciate the DNR and their efforts to maintain our resources. The ability to get out and hunt is a cultural
pillar. However, | wish the state govt would support DNR more properly by keeping actual scientists around for
game AND non-game species and systems. Going off sketchy opinions, hearsay, and B.S. machismo is just ruining
any conversation about deer. Second, | know this won't fly but | have to say it. We need to restrict gun use
during bow season. Where | hunt, there isn't an evening in bow season that | can sit my stand and not hear some
nutjob banging away with a semi-auto somewhere on County land, UWFS land, &c. | realize the DNR has little
power here, but we need to encourage RESPECT. There is almost no area that is really truly quiet or provides a
decent all-around hunting experience. Folks cry about wolves ruining deer hunting (I don't think the facts bear
that out) and then stomp around dropping 120S worth of led in a few minutes at sunset shooting up refrigerators
they leave in the woods while I'm in my stand with nothing to think about other than the lack of deer and the
decomposition of our hunting ethic. I'd rather not get a deer because | am hearing wolves in the evening than not
get a deer because some dangerous yahoo is playing Rambo to make up for who knows what daddy issues.
These goobers are ruining the whole deal, and | feel the woods are too dangerous to bring my daughter into the
sport although | let her hunt our private land. Seriously though an entire generation is dropping hunting / fishing
because of middle aged and older donkers with no teeth and fewer brains. Third, | have mixed feelings about
baiting. | know you all work hard to balance it all out. | truly hate the fact that the entire county smells like cookie
dough for weeks during Bear season. Not really 'hunting' IMHO. Baiting also has really changed deer hunting. | am
one of the idiots who actually enjoys tracking them all year, just to get out. Then the baiting starts and all the
behavior changes. This is a bigger problem down in more crowded areas like Polk Co. and so on but it does
impact us up here. I'd personally like to see it completely illegal. Make us work for our deer, keep us lean and
smart. Get people in the woods year round to learn behavior and habitat &c. Fourth, make ATV / UTV use illegal
during season for non-handicapped folks. | know this is possible. I've helped a 92 year old dude throw a deer into
his truck that he dragged out of county land hissdammnid self. Motorized vehicles change deer behavior. Maybe
not as much as we'd like on the highway, but it's ridiculous on heavier trafficked roads. A lot of my whining
comes down to- you guys are doing a great job, the herds are here and | appreciate your management. It's the
changes in hunting culture that have impacted my experience and | know | ain't alone. Hunter behavior is really
changing the animal behavior. Not sure what you can do about that, but for the purposes of this form it seems
like you are putting WAY to much emphasis on opinions and anecdotes from us uneducated grumps. Stick to the
real science and communicate that science clearly, and help us foster positive hunting values (respect, hard work
and observation, quiet during crepuscular times, &c). Dang | wrote a whole book for you didn't realize | could
type this much. Thanks for giving me the chance to avoid work long enough to earn a coffee break. Thanks.
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14708 I'm a very experienced hunter with over 40 years of experience. | own property in northern Bayfield County and
have 20 years experience hunting there. In the past 10 years, deer numbers have declined rapidly and steadily.
The northern deer herd has multiple challenges including an unmanaged wolf population, harsh winters and
overly liberal antlerless tag allotments. Wolves, other predators and harsh winters remove any excess deer from
the herd to the point that there is no need for hunters to kill additional antlerless deer. There should be zero
antlerless tags issued for public land in the northern portion of the county. Prior to this winter we had a few back
to back mild winters and whatever rebuilding the herd may have experienced will be quickly negated by
antlerless harvest by hunters. We can't control the severity of winters and our hands are tied in regard to wolf
management but we can control the number of antlerless tags that are issued. Until the wolf population can be
managed responsibly and their numbers are brought to a reasonable level it is short-sighted and irresponsible to
issue antlerless tags. Also, the toll taken on the deer herd by this winter is yet to be seen. It is a crying shame
what has happened to the deer herd and deer hunting in northern Bayfield County. It has always been a
challenge to hunt the northwoods but now it is downright futile. The areas that | hunt have an abundance of
logging activity with thousands of acres of new growth. In acorn years the vast majority of acorns go uneaten.
There is no shortage of browse for the deer and | find it hard to believe that there would be any problem with
plant/tree regeneration. Northern Wisconsin used to have a rich deer hunting heritage but now even many of
the most dedicated have given up due to the futility of it. | had plans to build a new cabin on my property in the
near future but with no deer left and plans to decrease the herd | will not be spending my money in Bayfield
County. It truly is a shame that what once was a great place to hunt and spend time and money has now been
abandoned and myself and several of my friends who also own property in Bayfield County are now going to
places like lowa and Missouri to hunt deer. We have to leave Wisconsin to find good deer hunting... Who would
have thunk it? | simply cannot understand the motives or the mentality of those who want to decrease the deer
herd in northern Bayfield County. It makes absolutely no sense!

14709 | have deer hunted in Bayfield County every year since 1968 and now even live here. Most of my hunting group
has about the same experience with some younger hunters also sprinkled in. This includes gun, muzzleloader,
bow and crossbow. Early years were on all public land, more recent years mostly private land but with some
public land. | have hunted in many other states, provinces and countries and am a very experienced hunter. So is
my hunting group. We are seeing so few antlered deer on the private land we hunt we have begun to go back to
hunt public land at times. The antlerless numbers on our private land are equally unimpressive (which with a
couple milder winters was a little surprising.) The anterless quota is set way too high, especially with the severity
of the winter of 2017/2018. If you doubt this perspective, go for a walk in the woods, the woods, not a beaten
path, as of April 3, you can hardly maneuver through the woods due to still deep, crusty snow. And there was the
near month long block of sub-zero weather in December-January that makes things even worse. Seeing larger
numbers of deer along highways and hillsides in sun melted areas now means only that all the deer in a given
area are congregating in a few spots to try and survive by eating what's been uncovered. This gives a false idea of
a larger deer population than there really is. Hunters have begun to apply for BOTH private and public land
antlerless tags and then use the private land tag to register deer that were really shot on public land. (Private
land tags were more readily available last year) "saving" their public land tag until the very end. With the new
regulations regarding registration we believe many deer are being killed that are not being registered, | have
heard numerous hunters publicly talk about their "recyclable" deer tags. Many members of my immediate
hunting group are very disheartened with the quality of the deer hunt they now face. | have friends that have quit
entirely because of the poor quality hunting. Lower the antlerless quota. Figure out a way to kill more predators.
Go to an antler point restriction (4 pts on at least one side) to build the buck populations. Go back to validating
tags (it was a moronic idea to stop that). If someone is telling you that they have to kill deer to feed their family,
they are doing something way wrong in life.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Bayfield, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
- Recommendations - Spring 2018

W

14710 This is only the second year since the early 2000s that the trail cams are showing an increase in deer,of all classes
fawns,does,and mature bucks.l don't believe deer are the cause of lack of forest regeneration.l have had 3
logging events on my 40 in the last 15 years.After removing mostly balsam popple and spruce | have discovered
numerous young oak and maple and white pine seedlings. There is a fair amount of red osier that has NOT been
browsed,which you know is unusual.l believe improper forest managementis your regenerationproblem. A walk
last fall through an oak woods on Hesse Road showed numerous oak seedings trying to survive under a heavy
canopy.The east portion of this area due to be logged shortly shows evidence of previous high grading.There is
not a straight or unforked oak in this area.Having bowhunted this alrea for about 35 years it is only recently that
there have been significant acorn production similar to more reliable crops in the past. | feel numerous early April
70 degree days followed by heavy frost have limited acorn production.Therefore a combination of climate and
forestry practices are what may be limiting regeneration.lt should go without saying that the heavy snow on the
ground as of 04/04/2018 will have a negative effect on a herd already stressed by the constant harassment by
coyotes and wolves.The herd needs to grow for several more years before reduction should be necessary.

14711 Hello and thank you, as | do truly appreciate the fact that you do take the time to hear the feedback from hunters
of each specific area/county. Deer hunting in Bayfield County has been a family tradition and way of life every
single year for about 50 years now. Beginning with my grandpa and his friends, now passed down generation to
generation and new camp members. My dad, 3 older brothers and myself, including close friends and original
camp siblings and such, have of course noticed a major change in the deer population and deer hunting in
general. From their behavior to simply the number we see every year quite dramatically. Obviously the number
of wolves has gone up significantly more than led to believe, but the number of antlerless tags available in recent
years and “bonus” permits and hunts (excluding the youth hunt) is undeniably contributing heavily to the
declining hunt in Bayfield county the old fashioned way. Our group does not believe in baiting nor sitting in stands
all day everyday. | sure hope that everybody on the board will think logically before the upcoming seasons and
not give out quite so many antlerless tags, for it was extremely noticeable after the few “buck only” years not
long ago (and wolf hunting was briefly open) things sure seemed to be trending in the right direction for the deer
herd in Bayfield County, in a healthy way. Thanks for listening! :)

14712 | have hunted in southern Bayfield Co for over thirty years and in Douglas, Iron, Ashland and Washburn as well
for the 55 years | have hunted deer in Wis. | have a cabin on the Eau Claire lakes and have been retired for 10
years resulting in more time than just deer season in the area. 1. the herd is recovering but more slowly in the
southern part of BAyfield Co than in the north 2. | have lots of oak saplings that are not getting chewed on my
property as well as in the surrounding woodlands whereas in the late 80's | had none. 3. the weather which
seemed to project an early spring in early March has taken a major detour and extended serious winter
conditions as in snow depth and temperatures. This repeats the conditions from 4 years ago when major
snowstorms in April not only delayed spring fishing but decreased overall deer health, reduced reproduction and
extended the "most vulnerable to predators" period at least several weeks. These conditions were obviously not
known yet at the March meeting but in light of these serious winter weather conditions now apparent, | feel that
reducing the anterless harvest recommendations is not only desirable but necessary to enable full population
recovery goals for the southern part of the county to be met. This area should be more in line with the Sawyer
County recommendations for lower anterless harvest quotas.
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14713 | am very disappointed with the direction the Bayfield County CDAC decided to go with the antlerless quota for

2018. Is there no accountability for past recommendations or the direction they had decided on going? The three
year population trend voted on by this same committee was a population decrease and you have voted to start
that with a 6% herd increase in the first year? That doesn't make any sense at all. This fear of a bad winter
devastating the population is absurd and you can not count on that to control a population and to meet the three
year objective of a decrease if you are increasing the herd by 6% in the very first year. Besides the fact that this is
flawed logic because you can not stock pile game and will make the winter kill worse if we do get a bad winter,
the ultimate point is that if we don't get a bad winter you will end up with a need to decrease the herd by a very
large percentage in year 3 and it will not be remotely achievable. | will not even touch on the fact that | feel the
deer population is exploding in many areas and is creating some very real and serious problems because | have
spent 3 years banging on that drum and thought | had made some progress when the CDAC voted on a 3 year
population decrease. The real issue here is keeping with the prior direction that was set and being accountable
for your decisions.

14714 I'm very concerned about an increase in anterless tags. | wasn't seeing an increase in deer numbers on the

14715

agricultural fields around my area from the year before and having the anterless hunt this past year should
decrease the number of deer already. Increasing the number of anterless tags hurts hunters who live near public
land like myself. | own 10.5 acres surrounded by about 500 acres of public land. Even though | can manage what |
harvest the access to land around me for other hunters really affects the deer numbers and how positive of a
season | have. | understand areas around Mason, WI that have a lot of large agricultural fields and private land
may need a different approach than a land owner surrounded by public land. On top of that | have had equal to
more predator kills on my property than any other year. I'm not saying there shouldn't be anterless tags, but |
believe it is unreasonable to increase the number by a 1,000. If anything anterless tags should decrease by a
1,000. There were a lot of people hunting last year by my house and part of the reason was they actually saw
deer. Increasing the anterless harvest by a 1,000 for this year will hurt enthusiasm for hunting because the deer
numbers are already going to be down and there is very little if any predator control.

Last year was a bust. In the 1600 acres which my family, friends and myself (a total of 8 people hunt). In the
spring of 2017 we seen 3 bucks and 6 does and 8 fawns. When the Archery season started we could count 3
bucks 4 does and 2 fawns. By the end of the Deer hunting season, we were down to 2 bucks 3 does and 1 fawn.
throughout the deer hunting season. We seen 8 wolfs, 34 bear, 9 coyotes, 7 fox, 5 bobcats, 3 fishers. This is the
same number which were were able to identify on our 20 game cameras. In talking to the neighbors they had
the same problems. We plant on our private properties 20 acres in food plots, 8 apple tree groves, 9 groves of
crab apples, and 12 other variety shrubs for deer browsing throughout the property. We have planted 5000 pine
trees for shelter and bedding. We have been following a strict QDM plan. The public property near by 60% has
been clear cut or had a seeding cut conducted over the past 4 years. With the remaining 40% scheduled to be cut
over the next two to three years. Providing plenty of brows. This past winter was hard on the deer population. |
have see two deer the entire winter. We feel any increase in the number of anter less tags will continue to hurt
the deer, population in this area.
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14716 The 2017 rules were a significant improvement from recent previous years for the area | hunt and live. | live less
than 2miles from lake s. The deer population has remained high locally but antler less permits were zero due to
conditions in the forested areas of the old zone 3. The 2017 addressed the differences between public and
private lands and allowed some desired population on my property and in the area. 5 deer,2 bucks,3 doe were
harvested from the 200 acres | own . The winter population doesn't appear to be depleted,with deer moving all
winter and | saw 8 deer in the 1.25 miles leading to my driveway last night. We still have snow cover but bare
areas exist along the roads and the deer seem to be moving freely and browsing along the roads. Nothing green
yet. My hunting goals are primarily herd control to protect my landscape plantings . Any bucks are just more fun
. Also the antler less permits are an insurance policy on many occasions as it allows me to take a deer where |
may not be able to positively if horns exist. My grandsons are reaching hunting ages and the antler less permits
will help assure hunting success for them  Thanks for a great hunting experience in 2017 | am r Drevlow at
29905 Nevers rd washburn

14717 | have been trying for about 6 years to get my kids involved in hunting. 2017 was the first year they had fun
because they finally saw some deer. It is not about the harvest. It is about the experience. The herd is finally
coming back to a point that people are enjoying the experience. To start shooting does again, when the
surrounding counties are not, is irresponsible. The forestry concerns are stupid. | grew up in Bayfield County. My
friends were loggers. There was always plenty of forest and plenty of deer in the 80's. Now you say we need less
deer to grow more trees. The market for trees has declined. The mills are shutting down. Most of my friends and
family still in the county are running businesses. The tourism dollars brought to the county far outweigh what the
county makes in forestry. Fire the forester if you need the money. However, if your goal is to continue to push
hunters to eliminate deer so you can possibly get a few extra scrubby jack pine. Hope for a few possible oaks to
cut maybe in 80 years (if we don't get another 10 year drought). Well then push the doe tags. Keep pushing
people sitting on bait slaughtering deer to save trees. | will hunt Douglas County. See more deer there anyways.

14718 | wish the people of the CDAC would witness the lack of deer in the far northern Bayfield co.away from the
villages. And truely would back away with shooting the few does that still live there and struggle to survive the
wolves / all predators. This winter is going to do them in again. What | see while hunting now compared from a
few years ago ,there should not be any does shot .Please reconsider! The predators keep the population below
goals. There is a huge difference between north and south Bayfield Co. You should talk to the people of North
Bayfield Co. The deer are gone and the hunters have left. The bars have even closed after the second day. It
absolutely floors me that you think we should decrease the herd. I'm not trying to be negative,| just don't
understand the thought. | have a beautiful cabin near Cornucopia and now | spend a lot of my Hunting vacation in
Missouri on public grounds where they don't allow does shot and will see numerous deer a day. This is so wrong
what has happened by mother nature and people will not let them rebound. | hope you read this and not delete
,Im writing this for many of my fellow Northern Bayfield hunters. Thank you Todd Sturgul.

14719 One of the primary factors to judge my hunting satisfaction is seeing some deer while hunting. The population
crash after the severe winters was devastating. There has been a disappointing recovery in the multiple regions |
hunt across Bayfield county. | have found pockets of deer in regions with better habitat and know of a very large
percentage of areas that are almost void of deer. | managed to see 1 deer during a 4 day rut bow hunt. | spent
as many hours as | could in the tree in well scouted locations. | am and experienced and highly skilled non-bait
hunter and | strongly disagree with the % of hunters claiming to bait in the north. The % is much higher and |
believe it allows the general hunting population to harvest during low population times. | do not believe we are
over 20 deer per sq. mile in most locations. | am opposed to all antlerless permits on the public land. On private
land | understand the populations are higher, there may be agricultural damage and people are paying taxes on
the land. Issuing permits on private land is not an issue. | will gladly support antlerless permits when the
population warrants it. Thank you for your consideration.
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There should not be an increase in antlerless deer tags, there should be a decrease. | don't think there should be
more than 1000 anlerless tags available for both public and private land combined. Until spring 2017, | had not
seen one fawn with a doe for 5 years straight. That's not good! The deer population has not recovered in
Northern Forest land units all through the north stretching from Douglas county, WI all the way east to the U.P. in
Michigan. There are too many predators. Where | live in the Moquah, WI area | can hunt during gun deer season
everyday of the 9 day season both morning and evening hunts and see only the same 5 deer all season. During
Bow season in 2017 from Sept-Nov | only saw one deer during 4 different hunts and | shot him. The population is
not good. You should give out more bear tags and eliminate antlerless tags all together. | am an avid deer hunter
of 20 years and even an elite deer hunter like myself is having a hard time seeing deer let alone new comers to
the sport. You should tranquilize and truck up some of the deer from central WI( they have way too many down
there) and release them up here in the north where it is barren.

So let me understand this, 2 of the 3 Counties bordering Bayfield Counties are in an "increase the herd mode"
and the 3rd bordering County is in a "Maintain the heard size" position. Most of the other Counties in NW WI,
except one, are in either a maintain or increase position. HOW can Bayfield County be that different from all
these other similarly located Counties? Do all those Counties deer sneak into Bayfield County when no one is
looking?? Is Bayfield County so different that it is much more productive than all of these other NW WI
counties?? Itis beyond ludicrous that the recommendation for Bayfield County is generating over 11,000
available antlerless tags. Honestly, are there even that many deer in the entire County? | have deer hunted in
Bayfield County for more than 45 years now, public, private, north, west, east and everywhere in between, and
one thing | can attest to is that | see less deer now that | did years ago. Maybe we should bring in more of those
evil crossbow hunters, who the DNR has vilified in the Spring Meeting questionnaire as to wiping out deer
everywhere they go, if you need to cut down the Bayfield County herd.

Not sure where ot how you get your deer numbers, but in on public land there nothing but wolves anymore! You
need to do something stop killing the does, make it bucks only and put a size on them. 4 pt or better. There is
nothing left, maybe in the northern unit in farm country they have deer, but not in the south or on any public
land. Last 3 years | have not seen a buck and seen a total of 4 deer, that's 27 days of hunting. How in the hell am
| suppose to get my kids interested in the outdoors when you can hunt 5 or 6 days all day and never see a deer,
yet alone a buck! We have seen 9 wolves though and a bobcat and one Fischer. Please save the state, people are
dropping like flies and numbers decline year after year. | don't want to start hunting other state but looking like |
will have to. So important to give kids a chance at deer to get them involved in the outdoors, but season after
season seeing nothing, no reason to buy a licence anymore and go Please help the hurd and stop killing does in
the big woods.

| don't know why you would issue a 1,000 extra anterless tags without getting a better idea or how the herd looks
for this year. There is still (on April 4th, 2018) 2 and half feet of snow in the woods and not a single agricultural
field in the area has open grass available for deer to eat. | get the goal may be to decrease the population, but |
find it hard that any general recommendation can be made before some actual deer numbers can be counted.
Not only is the snow depth an issue, but there are a lot of predator kills here and with little to no way to manage
the predators | don't know how the anterless quota can go up. | think the quota needs to go down from last year
significantly (1,000 tags or more). I've heard stories of WI hunters who have private land anterless tags, but go to
the public land to fill those tags instead. There is no real good way to manage what people do, but | think taking a
year and decreasing the anterless tags to see where the herd numbers are allows for better overall management.
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| feel the goal should be to maintain the herd size and numbers rather than to reduce them. | feel the 3500 quota
would have been acceptable had there been much more in private tags ratio over the private/public ratio despite
the fact that private tag sales were not fulfilled at the 2500 quota level. The public lands are not overly
populated for much of the region and this management strategy is County wide so there will be some public
lands that will continue to be running well below desired deer levels and some small portions of the County that
will be above desired levels. Private tags should allow people that own property to balance their herd and utilize
for food as they feel and that is a good thing to be able to provide many tags for doing so as there is an
abundance of numbers in those private property sects. However, the populations of those properties which are
increasing the herd size calculations for quota determination should be given more of the quota calculation
percentage to be in line.

In the 30+ years of hunting in Northern WI, the number of deer is way lower than in the mid 90's. | saw very few
deer this past season and hunt from several stands sites. While the number seem to be coming back, there
should be very limited antlerless tags available until the total deer number get back to a more sustainable count.
The past Month has been very hard on the deer and the ever increasing wolf population is really taking its toll in
certain areas. There are way more deer closer to homes than in the dense forested area's. | believe this is a
direct affect of the wolves and deer feeding practices. | hope the DNR will not issue many antlerless tags this
year. Let the deer regain better populations. You will have better participation in the North if we have more
deer. This will equal more hunter in years to come. Not a lot of fun sitting 3 days and seeing one deer. Try getting
a 12 year old to do this and want to come back to hunting. Thank you Brian Korfmacher, Cottage Grove WI.

14726 I'm concerned on deer management overall. The county just came off a buck only tag for the last three years for

gun and now we are considering shooting does and not bucks. How short sighted this looks for deer
management and in its appearance this type of strategy is not effective. I've also noticed poaching is on the
increase especially over the last few years and yet we have no DNR officers to help enforce. Add in the electronic
tagging and now WI has made it even easier to take a deer home without ever purchasing a licence as the odds
are no one is going to pull you over to see if a deer is really registered. These topics are not discussed in the
survey and yet they too also will have a negative impact on the deer population. | personally believe we are
losing hunters because of mismanagement, illegal activities and the inability to maintain a healthy balance of
deerin the area. | never used to feel that way but the past years have put me in that camp.

14727 Winter going into April in Orienta Twnsp results in deer both dying and not reproducing as successfully. Have

hunted same 850 acres since 1982, when winter goes into April we find large numbers of dead unscavanged

deer. Fortunately the anterless tags allowed last year should reduce the number of dead deer found.The beauty
of a county versus state only advisory board is local control, locals obviously should be able to see thatitisa long
winter reducing the size of the herd and the anterless quota for hunting season should be reduced to a low
number.This year winter should provide the reduction of deer sought by the Bayfield CDAC and allow the board
an opportunity to win over the "never shoot a doe" crowd and validate the board as good stuarts. Lower the
anterless tags available to reflect the winter kill that is ongoing and a month after your last meeting. | would
recommend the lowest number possible of the options and still allowing some tags.

14728 How is it that you can manage the entire county with 1 management style. Not that long ago it was several deer

management units. You can't manage the agriculture ecosystem in Mason area like the Pine barrens in North
Barnes or the forested area North of Drummond. The southern part of the county doesn't have the Winter
Severity Index that the Northern part of the county has. This make a lot of different ecosystems to work with.
This makes Bayfield one of many complex counties to manage. You need to go back to the old management units
style. The best thing to do is take all of the info that the "Doctor Deer Czar" from Texas recommended and box it
up and send back to him. There are not the number of deer per square mile across the entire county consistently
and its easy to prove. But you won't listen. If with low deer numbers, | still support young hunters harvesting a
antlerless deer to get them involved in hunting.
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14729 | have been hunting in Bayfield for 10 years now and when | first arrived there were plentiful numbers of deer. |

have seen those numbers decrease every year. | spend a substantial amount of time in the woods all year around
and have noticed the doe levels are lower than ever. | have many cameras placed out every year and these last
two years | have seen almost no fawns. Many times | will see fawns with their mothers earlier in the spring, but
throughout the year the fawns are no where to be found and the same does keep appearing. It would be
absolutely ridiculous to increase the number of antlerless tags and will damage the current deer herd for years to
come. In contrast, predator numbers are higher than ever. On almost every hunt, or any time | am in the woods, |
hear predators howling and yipping, and cross a plethora of tracks. It would be in the deer herd's worst interest
to increase antlerless tags.

14730 We are in the Barnes area and | can’t emphasize enough how the depletion of the deer herd in that area has

14731

14732

14733

effected the tourism fall in the last 10-15 years. We see very view hunters anymore. Resorts, taverns, gas
stations closed. Our hunting group hunts this area hard with a very strong tradition. My grandfather starting in
the 30’s. It’s terribke what has happened up in our area with the herd. We see very very fire deer. We don’t
understand how the neiboring county’s have no anterless quotas and we do. The wolves bear bobcats etc have
ruined the hunting for many years. If it weren’t for tradition we would not be hunting the area and spending our
money in the area. | really am confused to how this area has anterless quotas. Ridiculous. Four generations of
hunting is in jeopardy because of this. We need to rethink this before you loose more money for the economy in
this area. It’s a shame

| think raising the number of antlerless permits might make sense for southern Bayfield County but not northern
where | hunt. In my view there is a BIG difference. | have hunted the Flag area for 54 years, this year will be 55. |
have seen good herds and bad herds and the herd where | hunt is improving slightly but is fragile because of
weather, predators and too many doe permits. You could dramatically increase permits for private land but
realistically you cannot enforce those. People will just shoot does on public land and say it was private. | hunted
4 straight days last year and saw 2 deer. | might add that having hunted there so long | know where to look for
deer and deer sign. There were very few rubs and scrapes. You need to figure out a way to distinguish northern
Bayfield County from Southern. A few doe permits in the north is fine, the number you are recommending is way
too high.

Again, as last year, the Bayfield County Deer Advisory Council only considers the eastern half of the county when
deciding the goal of reducing heard size for the entire county. The DNR had to step in and lower the
recommended doe permits last year for this very same reason and now the Council is trying to up them again! All
this while the entire western half of the county is still trying to recover from the herd decimation that happened
3 years ago from winter and wolves. NOBODY in the western half of the county wants the heard to be decreased!
In fact, we are all trying to help them recover and INCREASE the population! It used to be great hunting in
western Bayfield county! | sure hope the DNR steps in again otherwise, | guess, I'll sell my land to some
unsuspecting fool and move on to better deer field pastures, like it used to be in western Bayfield county....very
sad....

| am very concerned about fawn survival rates in this area. Have been trapping coyotes on my own property the
last 5 years. Have averaged about 6-10 coyotes caught per year. This year, | trapped 9 coyotes between
November - January. 8 Females and 1 male. | have noticed a vast difference in fawn survival rates on my own
property. Prior to trapping coyotes, survival of fawns thru deer season was somewhere between 10-20 percent
based on my observations. The last few years, | can state that fawn survival rates have jumped to somewhere
between 70-80 percent thru deer season. | now believe that predator control is the # 1 thing we can do to
impact in fawn survival rates. Though not a biologist, my trapping of coyotes and observations of fawn survival,
are clearly evidence of effective management. Winter severity index is beyond our control.
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14734 The public land anterless quota is too high especially with the heavy snowpack still present in Bayfield County as
of mid April. Its overly aggressive and a more conservative quota is needed. Unfortunately, the CDAC for Bayfield
County has a well documented track record of not listening to public comments. For example, last year their
was overwhelming public opposition to the three year goal of decreasing the herd but the CDAC approved it
anyway. | suspect their will be overwhelming opposition again this year to the proposed antlerless quota by the
public but | predict the CDAC will ignore that public input and plow forward with this aggressive anterless quota
in spite of the prolonged winter and public input received in Bayfield County this spring. A more conservative
anterless quota is needed especially on public lands.

14735 One thing that | think is wrong is giving someone a cheaper license after not hunting for a number of years or a
first time license buyer, | have been hunting for 58 years and think it would be nice if people over a certain age
got a deal, | not only hunt my self but have brought both of my sons into the hunting and all 4 of my
grandchildren 3 girls and a boy. It is hunters like me that keep the sport going and continue the tradition in good
years and not so good ones. | also think it would be nice if the older hunters got a choice tag as our hunting styles
have had to change from walking miles a day to more sitting, and for those of us who like venison its not about
the horns but about a good tasting deer, over my life time of hunting | have taken only small bucks or hunter
choice does. | don't hang any horns on the wall.

14736 | have hunted Bayfield County since 1978. | have watched the deer hunting and its rich traditions in a mere
decade decline to a point where | think it is unlikely that things will ever recover. I'm absolutely sick over the
number of Antlerless deer tags the Bayfield County CDAC has shoved down the throats of hunters for 2018. It
defies all logic as well as the wishes of survey respondents. All adjacent counties voted to increase or at the very
least maintain their deer populations. | further feel it is inappropriate for a husband and wife team to be on the
CDAC committee, especially when the husband is an employee of the WDNR. The integrity of the CDAC process
has no chance in Bayfield County as long as the wishes of the rank and file hunter are completely ignored. Why
even have the process anymore ? Its a complete joke.

14737 Bayfield county is too diverse of a habitat to dole out anterless tags by "private and public" land. looking at deer
populations near citys, towns, and ag land i agree that antlerless deer should be reduced, however if you branch
out even a couple miles from these areas you will not find the same results and the herd as a whole should grow.
The board that makes up the CDAC for bayfield county is lopsided and their interests are not that of all of bayfield
county. Some thought needs to go into the herd management within the county and cannot be based solely off
"public and private" How can every other county around us want to increase or maintain the herd and Bayfield
wants to decrease the herd. | strongly disagree with managing the herd as a whole county. It does not reflect
the reality of the situation. thanks

14738 | have been hunting in Bayfield County for 23 years. | personally have not seen a buck in 6 years and | hunt hard.
All day and never get out of the woods. We average around 28 guys in our deer camp. The past 6 years have
been the worst | have ever seen. We have many guys that go all gun season without even seeing a deer. Many of
the younger hunters don't even want to go back up North to hunt anymore. We manly come from the Madison,
WI area. My Dad has been hunting up there for to 48 years now. He personally has shot more bucks in our camp
than anyone | know. However, he has not shot a buck in 12 years. The deer herd is not what you think it is... get
in the woods and do some scouting. The sign is NOT there. Purposing a deer DECREASE is a disgrace and you
should be ashamed of yourself.
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The deer numbers in Bayfield Co are way way outa balance. | have many friends who hunt private and public all
wooded locations. These hunters are seeing low deer numbers with more bucks that doe’s. | hunt more farm land
and | am seeing very very few bucks, but many doe’s. So how is issuing doe tags to the entire county going to
make any sence what so ever. How about issuing doe tags to the people hunting on farm lands and ton down the
tags issued in the heavily wooded areas. | have heard from 5 people in the last week they have seen 100-300
deer in two small fields down by White River Ag in the evenings. Obliviously the fields are providing food.
Obviously areas like this can afford to haverst some doe’s. | hunt wooded areas in Ashland Co very few deer there
period. No bucks or doe’s.

We still have way to many predators. We need to separate areas of National Forrest that currently are not
supporting very good deer numbers. | don't like the commentary in your meetings about deer sightings. Eliminate
the deer being fed and they will not be all over the road and within the communities. The National Forrest lands
in southern and extreme northern Bayfield county are still in need of protection. If the midlevel agricultural areas
are in need of harvest than make that harvest occur on private land. We are going to continue to lose hunters if
we don't allow the less privileged hunters that must hunt public land see more deer. | don't like the politics
involved in deer management and | don't like the special interests having as much power as they do over this
board.

Our deer hunting crew can range in age from 70+ yrs old down to a beginning 12 yr old hunter. As you age as a
hunter the kill seems to become less important, and the camaraderie and camp life become more important. For
the young hunters it is hard to keep the interest and passion going if they are not seeing deer. It is harder for
them to get fired up about hunting if it feels like there are not any deer in the woods. It seems for us in our area,
you may get one opportunity at harvesting a buck, or sometimes no opportunity at all, so if you pass up a spike
buck, that may have been your only chance. We have traditionally been a bucks only camp. | would like to see the
deer herd numbers stay at a higher level so the young hunters have a better chance for success. Thank you.

This is absolutely ridiculous to have doe harvest tags in the most northern portions of Bayfield County on public
land. If you truly want to do what is best for the herd you need to split the county into the northern forested
area and the agricultural area. That way you can manage the herd appropriately where it is actually
overpopulated. You cannot treat them the same and with technology in this day and age it would be just as easy
to manage the herd with 2 units as it would be with 1, your just being too stubborn and think you know more
than the rest of us. | have had 15 cameras out in the woods for the past 3 years spread over roughly 10 miles and
they show the true results, not to mention how much time | have spent in the woods checking them throughout
the year!

Decrease populations in the Northern Forest ? This is asinine. Factoring in unpredictable winters, predator
numbers, and disease, decreasing populations with increasing harvest numbers indicates extremely poor
judgement. Recall what happened to populations in the Northern Forest 3-5 years ago? The herd was decimated
with combination of too many issued hunting tags, winter severity, and predator populations. My opinion is that
WDNR is a revenue focused agency with little integrity to follow any suggestion inputs from the taxpayers and
tagholders who fund their agencies. WDNR is going to face this reality, hunting numbers will continue downward.
The evidence to this concern is all the new programs to gain interest! People are exhausted of the same corrupt
agency.

| own 50A of forest land in northern Bayfield Co, within 6 miles of Lake Superior shoreline. During the first
decade of 2000, | used to observe 2-3 per day during summer, and at least one fawn every spring on my land.
For the past 4 years, | have only observed one deer on my land on one day during an entire summer, and have
observed no fawns at all. During past 3 years on my land, dogwood species, a winter deer item, has become
more abundant with increased density and no observed browsing. Within a 10 mile square area of my land
during 2017, | have observed a slight increase (half dozen) of numbers of deer over 2015 & 16. Therefore, in far
northern Bayfield Co, north of Star Route, | recommend a zero antlerless deer quota, buck only, harvest for 2018.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Bayfield, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

14745 | believe that in 2012-2013 where Bayfield county was subjected to severe winters with deep snow and cold
temperatures coupled with high antler-less harvests reduced the deer heard to almost nothing. We are just
starting to see the recovery now but as you know the harsh 2017-2018 winter to this date is still showing no signs
of letting up and we are almost to mid April. There is a good chance that once again there will be significant
winter kill on a somewhat fragile Bayfield county deer population and to issue antler-less permits for fall of 2018
coupled with what most likely is going to be a high winter kill would be setting us up for extremely lean years
once again. Lets be smarter and hopefully avoid those mistakes made in the recent past.

14746 | walk over well over 100 miles during the deer season still-hunting and tracking deer on mostly public land. |
don't know where you get your data for quotas. | can cover section after section without seeing a fresh track. |
visit Bayfield co throughout the year and spend many hours in the woods scouting for deer in addition to baiting
for bears. | can tell you that there are many bears, many wolves and lots of bobcats that fill those sections where
the deer used to be. There may be lots of deer around the populated areas (City/lakes) where the people are
feeding but you get off the roads 200 yds. and there are not many deer. Things were just looking up and then
you opened up the antler less two seasons ago. Big Mistake.

14747 The CDAC is certainly going in the right direction. Thanks for that. In my 50+ years hunting exclusively on public
land, tho, we need to have a greater differentiation between Public and Private goals. At this time and in this
DMU overbrowsing, car deer collisions and forest deprivation should not be of concern on the public lands. But, it
should be of great concern for the adjoining forest and habitat near private lots. The deer/fawn predator
mortality factor was never included in the survey. Of course, there is nothing we can do about the wolves, but
the bear population also needs to be addressed more aggressively. All in all, tho, thanks and keep plugging along.
It's definitely a science, but certainly not rocket science.

14748 The deer population in this area is very low- spend alot of time in the area and the number of deer seen has
dramatically dropped in the last 10 years. The amount of sign in the woods is dropped and the cover has canopy
grown over- the area needs some clear cutting to increase browse, cover etc- you can see the browse line in the
winter. My comments to allowing youth tags are we need to increase hunting- regardless- no youth- future
deer management is not needed. Wolves, Bear, Coyote continue to plague the deer population. Not a biologist,
but the decrease in sighting/deer has been directly related in my experience. The have become the dominant
predator, not man. You have cougars in the area as well- seen them.

14749 | have hunted the Bayfield public land for 12 years. When | started hunting in 2006 there were a number of
mature bucks being taken from our hunting group. Over the past 6 or so years we have harvested very few deer,
mostly which were all 1.5 year old bucks. We have a very large group, which most people are getting fed up with
the decrease in deer. We have hunters that have gone 10 + years without harvesting, and 6 + year without
seeing a deer walk through the woods. The amount of Doe tags proposed for the 2018 Gun hunt is detrimental
to the population. Please reconsider the amount of tags being proposed. | would like to have my 5yr and 2yr old
join me someday in this experience. Thank you.

14750 | know there has been some concern with plant damage caused by deer and that is the reason for the decrease of
the heard, if you look into the damage it is very local, not widespread. The deer are gathering in areas where
humans interact with them for a few reasons. One being they feel safe from predetors and the food supply is
more easily available, ie bird feeders and gardens. | think doing a localized hunt to decrease the population on
private lands with issues and issue city limits tags would solve the problem. In the vast of the national Forest
there is not need to decrease the heard, the amount of predetors and harsh winter's do a fair amount of damage
to the heard. Thank you for your time.
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14751 After another very disappointing year of deer sightings, | feel very strongly there shouldn't be any antlerless tags
available in the northern forest zone. | feel the only way to properly manage this unit is to divide north and south
of highway 2. After another year of trail camera reviews the fawns are not surviving throughout the year. | also
just read the public comments from last year as well as the recommendations for this year, the main concern of
the cdac committee seems to be forest regeneration. Considering all the logging that is taking place in the county
forest, a bigger concern should be what is going to be left to harvest in the next 10 years. Seems very biased
opinion.

14752 To manage a healthy herd, we should never just hunt one sex over the other, that should mean regulating the
number of doe permits during any given year to accomplish this goal. | hope we never go back to bucks only
again.... Also, | would like to see "baiting" deer eliminated. It's unethical and it's shooting not hunting. There is
a huge difference. If that means less tags sold for a few years, then so be it. I've been hunting for 40+ years and
have never baited deer. A little over half of these years was spent hunting in Mn where baiting is illegal. With
CWD starting to spread thru the state of WI, let's nip it now before the problem is state wide.... Thank you.....

14753 Bayfield County CDAC has done a good job this year and last year. | appreciate the volunteers that give of their
time in this process. The increase in antlerless quota this year was wise. The goal of decreasing the deer herd is
logical in that we need to maintain the herd at lower levels than we had in the early to mid- 2000's. When the
deer herd is over abundant over browsing and habitat degradation follows, thus making the herd less resilient to
harsh winters. Please consider holding the CDAC public meetings in a more central location within Bayfield
County. Maybe Iron River Community Center/Grandview Town Hall or something similar?

14754 Qur group saw and harvested more deer in the last year than we have for several years. the population is
climbing each year. We hunt both Federal and County land. Deer numbers are up across our area. We are to the
point where there is much more browse damage in the wintering areas. Many of the deer from Federal land,
which is mostly oak, maple and birch ridges, migrate down to the deer yarding areas and the lake shore onto the
county land, which has much more logging activity. That is resulting in a very high density of deer over the winter.
| agree that the population can be decreased slightly and still offer plenty of deer for hunters.

14755 | believe the deer numbers in my area are finally coming back to an acceptable level after several (7) years of
poor hunting. By poor hunting | mean the lack of deer sightings while in stand. | don't think the herd is at a point
where we can start killing thousands of does a year again. Last year was the first year in the past 4 we were not
bucks only which is a signal that the herd was low in numbers. | applaud the decision to do bucks only to get the
numbers back, which is why | am worried that opening up large numbers of doe tags will only set the herd back.
If hunting gets as bad as it was 4 years again | will quit buying tags.

14756 | think the CDAC committee has a far too biased opinions. You have 5-6 people who work together because of
their jobs everyday. The true sportsman or landowner is clearly not represented. There should be at least a 50/50
representation in a voting committee to decide how to proceed with the doe kill numbers. You might as well just
give the quotas back to the DNR to regulate because the sportsman and landowners are not represented
properly. | hate for the biologist to have to work harder but the County itself should be broken down into
different zones to better manage the herd. Some areas have to many deer and others not enough.

14757 | hunt the Onion River area North of Washburn. | don't see a problem of too many deer. In the last 3 years | have
hunted 10 days total with total number of deer seen of 5. | also bait which | believe is the only reason | see any
deer. There are barely enough deer now to keep me hunting, and there is no way to get the kids to hunt when
they know the odds of seeing one. | travel 286 miles one way and stay in a hotel. if you also decide to take away
baiting | believe that you will only have locals hunting the county, the cost involved to come up and not see a
deer will be to high for me and many others.
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14758 |ast fall i had 12 cameras out. | hunt in locations where most don't because of the distance.The deer herd still has
not recovered and all the proposed doe tags is just stupid!! Yes i know that a lot of this is driven by the bayfield
county foresters! | have a heck of a time getting my boys to hunt, there are to many nights they dont see
anything and are losing interest fast! | am going to hunt Kansas this fall on public land. a good friend that live
there average 6 to 10 bucks a night and shot a 155 inch deer last year. Wisconsin could have this also if they
learned how to mange the herd correctly.

14759 The number of deer that our group sees varies greatly from year to year. | know that there are many factors that
affect the number of deer that are present for deer hunting. It does seem to me that winter weather has the
largest impact on deer numbers. We hunt between the East Fork of the Flagg River and the Flagg River. | have
hunted here since 1969, my father in law started in 1947 and our camp was founded in1930. None of us are
trained wildlife biologists, however, we think that does should not be hunted in remote areas like ours. Let
winterkill determine the amount of deer we have to hunt.

14760 Let's have a one buck only per year per hunter whether it be by bow, gun, or xbow. We have very few mature
bucks around Bayfield county for the number of does. This would work for people hunting for meat because they
can shoot does and the people that want to hunt mature bucks would have a chance instead of all these people
shooting 1 1/2 year old bucks instead of does. Bigger bucks around to hunt equals bigger bucks ($SS) for land
owners trying to lease their land for hunting and the county for hunting and tourism revenue. We could be the
Buffalo County of the north with a little effort...

14761 | have lived and hunted in Bayfield cty for 35 yrs. There are too many predators stalking the forest for food and
the deer is #1 for all of them. The antlerless numbers are way down north of hwy 2 and need a separate zone for
that reason alone. The deer numbers we do have are spotty and are moving closer to towns and populated areas
for the protection of humans, wolves and coyotes are hunting those areas and pets and livestock are being
attacked. The next generation of hunters comes from kids who have success and become avid hunters who pay
the license fees that support the DNR.

14762 Though populations have increased in the past couple of years with assistance of the doe only hunt I still do not
see the amount of deer | once saw in this region. | have hunted it now for 40 years. | hunt about a 65/35 mix of
public and private land. | am of the opinion we still need to grow the herd a year or 2 and then get into a
maintenance/break even mode. We saw the effects of overhunting and a particularly brutal winter. Why do we
want to get into these big cycles of deer population. We can't help weather but we can prevent the over hunting
of the herd.

14763 | would support an antlerless quota of 2500-3000. | think it would be prudent to take a more cautious approach
with antlerless tags than the preliminary recommendations from CDAC. The prolonged winter, persistent deep
snows, and delayed spring green-up that we are experiencing will have an impact on the population not only in
terms of mortality of existing deer but also reduced fawn productivity. The deer herd does not seem to be that
robust that it would warrant significant antlerless harvest at this time. | vote for a more conservative approach.

14764 All borders of our 40 acre of private property is within the Federal Forest and is also located in and part of a
natural winter deer yard area. What use to be hundreds of deer in the past is now approx. a couple dozen at
most. Almost our entire group has stopped hunting our area due to the fact that they see so few deer and since
we only shoot bucks, it's rare one gets one during rifle season. 59 years of hunting experience in this same area
so we have seen how thing have changed and not because there is a lack of food available.

14765 In my opinion the deer population is of Wisconsin is healthy enough to provide every hunter with a buck and doe
tag. In units where the dnr is considering not issuing any antlerless tags | believe an either or tag should be issued.
This would keep some hunters from harvesting a doe because they would save their tag for a buck however it
would give all of the hunters whose family depend on a deer for meat to offset the cost of beef throughout the
winter to harvest one doe for meet if they don’t happen to kill a buck that year.
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14766 As stated, I've hunted in Bayfield county for over 25 years. Have seen ups and downs and would like to see a
bigger deer herd. Although | saw more deer | will not shoot does till we see more deer. Unfortunately the wolf
population is getting out of control and as we know they need to eat also. | also saw a lot of spiked bucks shot
last year. | own property in the Barnes area and also had a bear tag. While hunting bear | encountered wolves and
a lot of them at times. | feel the quota is way to high for the deer we have.

14767 i have lived in and hunted bayfield county all my life [79 years old] i live in iron river and have hunting land
near port wing by the flag river, also own a place on lake namakagon so i travel and know the county quite well.
some areas of the county have way to many deer and others like the area north of highway 2 near the flag river
and port wing have way to few. some of these areas should not have any doe or bonus tags. maybe some
townships could be excluded from shooting does ?????7??. jerry

14768 The deer population has increased dramatically after years of bucks only. | applaud the council for increasing the
antlerless quota. The population definitely needs to be decreased for the health of the deer and the habitat. |
am not sure the quota recommended will do that but the demand for antlerless permits may have reached the
saturation point and | am not sure hunting effort will be adequate to harvest the recommended number of
antlerless deer to try to reach the goal of decrease. Thanks for trying though.

14769 Bayfield County has a large population of deer on the private farmland, primarily around the Mason area, and |
support decreasing the herd on these private properties. The National and County forests are practically void of
deer as there is very little to eat compared to the farm country. | believe the public land sees much heavier
hunting pressure compared to the private land and | feel that this public herd should have no antlerless tags
issued in order to grow the population back to a sustainable level.

14770 The county should be divided into 3 zones, northern and southern forest and central farm zone. The northern
forest were i hunt has never been back to normal since the harsh winter of 2013. It has been slow to regain
traction and doe tags should not be considered for 2018. | continue to see less and less deer each fall. | was
shocked when the CDAC committee decided to issue doe tags last year because according to one committee
member, the deer we eating all the redpine the county was planting. Wow

14771 The winter is a concern of mine for this area. | believe there will be a higher winter mortality than expected due
to the fact that Feb, March, and April had the highest snow amounts. | expect It will be especially hard on the
fawn crop. | also expect that wolves will be successful in bringing deer numbers down with the higher snow
falls. My brother has been checking his small property and has found 3 winter kills so far. This is concerning
considering he is only walking a 10 acre area.

14772 Reducing the deer herd is a joke. I've hunted in bayfield county for 17 years and the last three have been some of
the worst hunting of my life. And | hunt a large area from herbster to iron river. It has gotten bad enough that |
now take a trip to Wyoming each fall just to insure my family still has venison. Try not to eat beef because of the
poor health effects. Please change your decrease the population goals! | have no idea who could think we have to
many deer in bayfield county!

14773 | live and hunt in areas with a mix of forested and agricultural lands north of highway 2. | saw more deer last fall
during the hunting seasons than | had seen in the previous several years. Deer eating my garden was a larger
problem last year than it had been for many previous years. The winter was moderately sever. The deer
population should not be allowed to increase above its current level. | support a liberal antlerless harvest to keep
the population at its current level.

14774 Thank you for voting on a three year decrease. The deer population is out of control. Everyone in my family has
had lyme disease at least once, and the browse on tree regeneration on my 50 acres is incredibly depressing.
Besides our own health at risk, I'm gonna have a serious and long term forest health issue in about 30 years when
the age class of trees on my property are totally out of balance from an artificially high deer population. Save a
tree. Shoot a deer.
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14775 Winters play such a big part in the survival of the deer herd. It seems like you shouldn't be setting the numbers
until winter is over. There is still a lot of snow in the woods and more to come. | don't disagree that the herd
gets too large. But if this winter continues, many will starve. Because the numbers have already been set,
overharvesting may occur next fall. Or hunters on bar stools whine loudly and long that the wolves have eaten all
the deer.

14776 | feel the deer population was just starting to recover from the back to back severe winters a couple of years ago
. We as a group could see the population was down considerably. Then we started seeing a few more deer which
made our hunting more enjoyable. Now I'm concerned with the severity of this current winter doing some major
damage to the deer herd. | just don't feel there are too many deer in the area of Bayfield county that | hunt.

14777 | have seen a steady increase in deer numbers over the past couple of years, which is good. In the early 2000's, |
would see high numbers of deer in Bayfield cty, but then by 2010 or so the deer numbers started dropping each
year. This past deer season was very positive, as | saw more deer than in the past 5 years. | still believe that we
have to do more to control the wolf population as well as the black bear population in this county.

14778 My biggest concern for this unit is the obvious over population of black bears and the lack of doing anything
about the issue. Over the past 5 years | watch beer sightings increase on my property as well as public lands. As
it is a known fact that black bears are a deadly predator to fawns and | have witnessed first hand, so | would like
to see a change with regards to black bear numbers able to be harvested in this unit.

14779 our group of 6 hunters have been hunting the public lands in and around the port wing and herster area for many
years.last year we seen a few more deer(8 for the first 4 days a season) then the year before (0). nobody is seeing
deer ad the hunter numbers prove that. the road that goes between the forks of the flag river use to have dozen
of truck the opening weekend. this year | only counted 5. very disappionting

14780 My concern is the hunting areas of Bayfield county next to Sawyer and Douglas County where they have zero doe
permits allocated. This area has a much higher number of hunters due the area allowing doe permits vs the
counties next to it that does not. The number of hunters have increased dramatically in this area which makes
the hunting experience less favorable to hunt or bring your children/grandchildren!

14781 The deer population has regrown to a point where they are again negatively impacting their own habitat and that
of other wildlife, as well as residential landscaping and gardens. In addition, the possibility of cwd entering the
population is greater with the development of a new deer farm in the County. It's time to get control of the herd
for the sake of their continued health and other forest wildlife.

14782 There is simply not the deer numbers there should be on public land in southern Bayfield County. When a
hunting camp of 10 tried and true hunters can't consistently harvest a couple decent bucks in a season, much less
even see a deer on all day sits in all types of conditions there is something wrong. The population is depleted to
the point of these hunters going elsewhere because it has been so pitiful.

14783 Wisconsin needs to put deer management back into the hands of biologists and professionals and out of the
hands of politicians. | have seen Wisconsin's wildlife resources dwindle over the last 20 years and it sickens me.
Wisconsin's biggest industry is tourism and we need to protect our natural resources and put money into the
upkeep of our state parks so tourists will want to visit our beautiful state.

14784 | worked for 30 years for the USDA Forest Service. With this background, plus living here for the bulk of my 69
years, | feel that my concerns are valid. From providing meat for the table, to being concerned with cedar,
Canada yew, orchid family members, and other plants; | feel strongly that the deer herd needs good scientific
controls. Thank you for your excellent management! V. Ralph Bloomquist
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14785 CWD CWD CWD You have a chance to stop it from coming to Bayfield county right now. No private deer
farms at all should be the answer. Kill every deer in that guys land in Oulu. He had no right to bring deer from his
herd in Washington county. At the least make Bayfield a double fence county NOW!!! Do not wait till it is too
late. The good of the many out weighs the good of a few.

14786 This winter, that won't end, is having a dramatic effect on the deer. The only place there are healthy deer is
around places that people feed them. There should be no antlerless permits given. Only Bayfield County
recommends over-harvesting the antlerless deer. Whoever came up with these deer numbers must have a
different way of counting deer from the other northern counties.

14787 In my opinion you are grossly over estimating the deer population in southern Bayfield County. This is not farm
land. Our deer numbers are not what they are dealing with in the northern half of Bayfield County. This county
should be divided in half and managed accordingly. Kill off all your breeding stock, and watch your hunter
numbers and tourism dollars continue to fall.

14788 | would love to see a statewide ban on baiting deer. In addition to adding to the chance of spreading CWD,
baiting deer is a lazy person's way to hunt. It disrupts the deer's normal feeding and movement patterns, and it's
not sporting. I'm on the fence about baiting during bow season, but | definitely think it should not be allowed
during gun and muzzleloader seasons.

14789 |In my personal opinion | think the DNR does not care about the the natural resources. | believe the only thing the
DNR cares about is money. The more tags they sell the more money they get they don't care how many deer are
in woods. Another thing is with the elk $10 application fee 400000 Hunters that equals 4 million dollars. The DNR
does not care about the animals.

14790 | have hunted the Pigeon Lake hills for 46 years. This past year is the first year | never saw a deer. Until you can
manage the wolves and reduce the bear numbers | don't know how you can justify any antlerless hunts. Besides
the cold Winter that doesn't quit this year. The hunting groups are not coming back up there to hunt because
there are such low numbers.

14791 This management unit is too large. At a minimum this unit should be broken into a northern and southern unit or
more. Population trends in the southern part of the county do not accurately represent the northern
population. Political boundaries are not a good way to manage natural resources when you take in the many
variables that exist in a county this size.

14792 What this survey does not mention is that the number of antlerless tags proposed by the CDAC is not expected to
meet the goal of reducing the size of the deer herd in the county. How is it possible that the CDAC has identified
the real, pressing need to reduce the herd, but isn't willing to put out the number of antlerless tags necessary to
get the job done?

14793 | think increasing the doe tags is not a wise choice. | support keeping numbers at the 2017 levels to increase the
heard in the zone, especially on public land. The number of predators being observed supports this idea. For the
past five years, numbers have been way down and fewer children are hunting due to low sightings of deer.
Thank you for your effort.

14794 '----More private land antlerless harvest tags in the southern part of the county. Ban baiting entirely! Increase
bear harvest tags. ----One answer scan sheet only for Conservation Meeting questions. A white and Blue
scan/answer/yes/no sheet was too confusing for most people. Meeting was set up with no tables to fill out these
sheets for the questions.

14795 Please do not over estimate the deer population in this county. My family and group of 30 or more men have
struggled so much to harvest a buck for years. | personally have only seen one small fork horn buck sense 2006.
The younger hunters are starting to regret even making the trip and we are close to loosing a very Great tradition.
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14796 Considering winter and long spring break up may be deliterious to overall deer numbers in the forested zones of
Bayfield County. | do not want to see a repeat of poor management decision made just a few years ago under
silicate conditions. Finally we were getting some deer back on public land and saw an increase on private land.

14797 PLEASE stop trying to lower the amount of deer in Bayfield County. After close to 20 years of hunting there, | can
assure you there aren't near the number of deer that there used to be. I'm seriously considering selling my land
as a result. Unfortunately land prices are also reflective of the poor hunting in recent years.

14798 The deer numbers got so low that | quit hunting there and started hunting Michigan, When | would put out trail
cameras on the public land there were more predators (wolfs, bears,coyotes, bobcats) then deer. The last year |
bow hunted there was 9 straight days (first week of November)and only seeing one spike. Not good

14799 |I'm against the number of antlerless tags being proposed on public land. The population has still not bounced
back and the winter now looks like its going to be harder on the herd than originally thought. Adjacent counties
have voted to increase or maintain deer herd levels. Why is Bayfield County different?

14800 Bayfield county is so divided as to the deer #'s may be up in the lake/town and ag areas the big woods has hardly
changed and along way from 10 yrs ago. To effectively manage this you should split the county up further.
Obviously looking at the kill numbers throwing more tags aren't going to fix this.

14801 |'ve hunted this unit all my life. There is endless habitat to support high deer numbers. | have never seen
starvation issues. Even back in the day when deer number were high. Now | hunt all season and maybe see 5
deer. There is no reason to harvest does & fawns even close to the numbers suggested.

14802 The number of proposed antlerless tags is WAY too high. We are coming off and very tough winter. Have some
common sense. This herd is just starting to rebound. We need to grow this herd for at least another 5 years
before we will have a huntable density. DO NOT kill that many does in 2018.

14803 Please do not over kill the does!! This winter is shaping up to be severe with some starvation. For once please
acknowledge the general public, otherwise why have a survey!! The overall hunting public in Bayfield County
does not support increased antlerless harvest!!! Listen to us.

14804 |'m a strong believer in healthy balance, so predators are normal, even helpful for herd health. But if the DNR
says a healthy population supports a hunt, that will help both deer and predators. | am against baiting. | think
CWD is the greatest threat that needs to be fixed!

14805 Once again Bayfield County is waging a war on antlerless deer. We have are not yet finished with a potentially
severe winter and they are already crying for more antlerless Kill. If allowed this county will once again have an
almost unhuntable deer density. So sad.

14806 This winter is dragging on late into the spring and will take a toll on the herd...resulting in a lesser need for
antlerless tags this fall. Additionally, | don’t feel that the herd was that abundant going into winter. | would
support a quota closer to 2500.

14807 How can you introduce a predator like wolfs and have no control mechanism? | sat in the meetings and the big
selling pitch was at 350 and we could trap and shoot all wolf over 350. When are you going to learn you cannot
stock pile deer in northern Wisc?

14808 The DNR should not have a antlerless harvest in Bayfield Co until the wolves are delisted, and wolf numbers can
be reduced by trapping and hunting under state control. The wolf packs in northern Bayfield county have been
devastating to the deer herd.

14809 This "Northern Forest" unit is vastly different for how much ground it includes. | recommend splitting into
separate units. West of Cty HWY A and East of Cty Hwy A are so different in terms of county land vs farmland and
the deer population itself.....
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14810 The wolf population is out of control in Bayfield county. The deer population started to rebound when the antler
less season was in force a few years ago however it went right back down the tubes last season. STOP THE DOE
HARVEST IN BAYFIELD COUNTY!!

14811 | do not mind the decrease...| had one of my most enjoyable seasons on the national forest in 2017 because |
didn't see another human track in the woods. For all those interested in hunting Bayfield county, stay home,
there are no deer;)

14812 | am extremely concerned about the lack of action on control of CWD. Feeding and baiting are a threat, but by
far the biggest threat is game farms. Game farms need to be abolished unless the rules governing them are
radically changed.

14813 There are many areas the national forest in this unit that do not hold any deer and on my private land there is
evidence that the population is low due to the fact that the growth of new trees is not inhibited in any way shape
or form.

14814 What i observed last season | can't believe there are doe tags available in the forest and shouldn't be for at least
two more years. Now wolfs are another matter, on thanksgiving day more wolf tracks were seen than deer.

14815 Bayfield County needs to be split into three management units: Southern Forested area, Middle Agricultural area,
and Northern Forested area. Also the deer herd is NOT recovered yet, lower the number of antlerless tags!

14816 |t's time to give equal antlerless permits to private and public lands. It's also time to stop baiting and feeding of
deer. For CWD reasons and private land owner using baiting as a tool to hold deer on their land.

14817 Stop asking for gun season genocide. It's downright dangerous on public land during gun season. Instead, make
the farmers that have 60 deer standing in their 40 acre clover field in Mason shoot more deer!

14818 BAN or Tighten Reg. on DEER FARMS. There is NO reason to have them other than $$5$S. Due to severe weather
in this area, DO NOT overkill with antlerless tags. | have seen the results of this in the past.

14819 please outlaw baiting. It has ruined natural deer movement and increases deer population. The real fun of
hunting is not sitting over a corn pile. |1 don't know one person that baits legally.

14820 Qur property is in southern Bayfield and there just are not the deer numbers and believe me our group hunts
hard and long and we know what the deer population is in our area and it’s poor

14821 You don't have a clue if you think the deer population should be decreased in Bayfield County. Look at how many
fewer hunters we have, because we have so few deer. STOP KILLING DOES!!!

14822 The March meeting was not clearly communicated through emails as in the past. It is frustrating to know that a
lot of information about the upcoming hunting season has been already set.

14823 We are not going to have to worry about decreasing the deer Heard in 2018 because the winter is doing it for us.
With this winter hanging on like it has it is killing deer every day.

14824 payfield county experiencing a long cold winter.frozen nights with a snow crust making it easy for predator
pursuit of deer..must be considered when antlerless quotas are set

14826 This unit went from no does taken for 3 years and the deer population was starting to come back nicely. last year
you allowed does to be taken and | think that was a mistake

14825 Stop the online/phone tags and go back to having someone truly register them. That helps the local economies
and helps people avoid harvesting deer and not reporting them.

14827 | have 2 sons that live in Bayfield County and | hunt with them. Traveling between their homes after dark is a
challenge because there are so many deer crossing the roads.

14828 | hunt on public land and have not seen many deer the past few years. | would not support harvesting of
antlerless deer until the population has rebounded.
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14829 2017 observations near Mason are a healthy buck herd 2-4yrs old. Very few doe, yearlings, and fawns observed
as compared to preceding years.

14830 | stopped hunting this area due to not seeing enough deer. | hunt other areas now. Would consider returning if
more deer numbers.

14831 Zero doe tags means ZERO doe tags. For everyone! To include youth and military (I recently retired from the
military).

14832 Deer numbers in this area are still down considerable so the number of anterless tags should be reduced not
increased.

14833 Deer numbers are coming back up finally but the number of adult bucks is still much lower than | feel it should be.
14834 The overall deer population is still too low in Bayfield county. Also the predator population is still too high.
14835 The doe-to-buck ration is horrible. | would shining and see around 10-15 times as many does as | would bucks.
14836 We really need to reduce the duration of the crossbow season. They are too effective, rivaling a rifle.

14837 We now have more coyotes and wolves than deer everywhere around where we live in Bayfield county

14838 Stop the over harvest of the doe population on public land in southern Bayfield County.

14839 Same old problem, too many deer on private land and too few in the national forest.

14840 |t should go back to bucks only for a few years to get back to good deer numbers!

14841 Have more wolves, coyote and bear on my cameras and in the stand than deer.

14842 Would suggest a split of 25 (pubic) to 75 (private) anterless split.

14843 pyt a STOP to any form of Baiting for deer!

14844 Thankyou for allowing public input.

14845 too many wolves
18010
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

52 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 37
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 2
| hunt in this unit: 45
General interest in this unit: 8

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 38

Bow: 30
Crossbow: 23
Muzzleloader: 17

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 20.58
Maximum: 50

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:

Mostly Public Land:
Exclusively Public Land:
| did not hunt in this unit last year:

R NN B DS

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

5

4
2
0
1
0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:

Unsure:

11
15
19
4
3
0

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 2

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High

26 13 8

Much Too High

Unsure

0
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure

Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 2 24 16 8 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 2 12 20 10 5 3
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 1 11 23 14 2 1
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 1 13 22 10 3 3

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure

Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 4 31 17 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 20 30 0 2

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 20 28 4
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 33 18 1
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 5 45 2
If a Zero Quota is adopted... VALID NOT VALID Unsure
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.37
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.82
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.20
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.61
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.24
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.12
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.61
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.47
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 1.86
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.57
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.27
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Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

14846 Referring to the question around zero antler tags and only doe tags to reduce the herd is a bit odd to me. If we
are willing to approach the subject of buck restrictions why are we not willing to put in antler restrictions instead
of all or nothing? You still allow the does to be taken to reduce the herd and only are taking mature bucks IF you
get the chance. |think its sad what Wisconsin is reduced to when comparing mature buck kills to other
surrounding states like Missouri or Kansas to name two. We open the flood gates for all hunters to come to
Wisconsin and kill, A ,deer regardless of quality, while others either have points, higher price tags, or limited
amount of tags. The amount of land owners in WI that travel to our surrounding states like IL, MO, and KS is
pretty sad as | used to think WI was a top tier state for quality deer but motives of WI hunters show differently.
Putting this all into context my view may be totally different from another persons view but the reality is we have
a lot of WI hunters leaving their own private land to hunt other states due to limited chances at a quality
whitetail buck. | consider myself a meat hunter first as well as a trophy hunter, | like to take my doe for the
venison and wait for a mature buck. When | say mature that can mean a lot of different things but mainly age
and a quality of rack. | am not even talking a monster 200 inch deer just your average 130-140 inch deer.

14847 | highly support the liberal season framework to allow hunters ample opportunity to harvest deer during
extended seasons. | hunt solely public land and | often find the best opportunities during the holiday hunt and
extended archery season when hunting pressure is decreased on public lands. It would be interesting to know
how many people selected Brown County for their free antlerless tags to get an understanding how many public
land tags were sold in the county not just the bonus tags. This may help better understand the pressure that is
placed on the public lands and help better set the number of bonus tags or free tags to offer. | would like the
CDAC to have the ability to monitor deer harvest on public land throughout the season and have additional tags
available for sale after the gun season for late season archery or the holiday hunt. If hunters are successful early
in the season but no tags are available for purchase than it limits their ability to participate and help the CDAC
achieve their desired quota. If the online harvest shows the county is within 20% of the quota than these
additional tags would not be open for purchase.

14848 | have hunted Brown County for 23 years and | am a land owner. | spend on average over 45 days in the field
hunting with a bow, gun, and muzzleloader.l oppose holiday hunts, youth hunts, and anterless only hunts. The
additional pressure put on the animals during these hunts does more harm than good in controlling the herd as
the animals become more nocturnal. | support antler restrictions as a means of controlling the herd, | also would
support an extended muzzleloader season, especially with the success rate of late season bow and the
temperatures a hunter must endure in Wisconsin, | would like to see a muzzleloader season structured similar to
lowa. We need to stop issuing so many tags, unfortunately they fall into the hands of people that | believe to be
some of the most unethical hunters, they are there for the kill, not the sport. 3 kill tags is excessive for a big game
animal, | have been observing the deer on the property for quite some time and they look as healthy as | have
ever seen, the current cover crops that are now planted play a huge factor as farmers are now planting winter
cover crops.
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14849 Comment 1: I'd much more support the decreasing of herd numbers and taking antlerless deer if the following
were put in place: 1. Ban baiting: baiting increases disease among deer and allows people to over-bait. This
contributes to poaching, shooting immature deer, and generally breaking laws. 2. Implement an antler size
restriction. Currently, people in this zone shoot any buck that walks. The repercussion of this is that people that
want bigger bucks stop shooting does because they are unhappy. Make people happy byimplementing antler
restrictions so bigger bucks have a chance to see 3 or 4 years old, and more people will be will to reduce herd size
while improving the doe to buck ratio. Improving the doe to buck ratio would be huge all around.

14850 STOP,,, The antlerless only seasons, special kids hunts etc... get back to basics and have our bow season and gun
season... you've already got the ridiculous rule that a 2 year old can buy a tag!! Its only a path for idiots that are
meat hungry shoot too many deer. Last year and 2016 were terrible seasons for both archery and gun hunters in
our area... | saw the fewest deer last year as I've ever seen. Give each deer hunter a turkey tag!!! They are a
menace!!!l Royal screw up bringing those things back to Wisconsin... many people may not agree with my
comments, but It is MY opinion, and I'd like to be heard. I've hunted for 42 years and I'm disgusted with the
direction things are going.. Thank you for asking for input.

14851 | don’t understand how the holiday hunt or extending thru January hunts are helping. 1700 anterless deer were
harvested and your goal this year you want another 800. You think it will be accomplished by hunting in the
coldest part of the year? The metro areas only had 29 anterless deer harvested. If you cannot get your goal
numbers between September and December then you will not get them. Oppose theses hunts and tell the dnr to
come up with something that will actually attract people to hunt. Also other outdoor recreational sports exist and
these hunts are overlapping, causing unnecessary issues.

14852 | hunt on 5 acres in Brown County and would like to see Wisconsin adopt an antler point restriction on bucks. |
have hunted out of state and noticed that in states that have restrictions on antlers it protects younger bucks and
allows them to reproduce. | see lots of young bucks on tailgates and very few antlerless deer. But when | hunt, |
see almost all antlerless deer and very few bucks. | am not opposed to the harvest of antlerless deer at all, just
would like to see us grow the bucks in my county.

14853 | am confused as to why there were more bonus antlerless tags sold than were available for public land. The
survey stated 50 were available however 63 were sold. Also, | would never support an antlerless only season. On
another subject the youth hunts are fine for a first time hunter, however, allowing youth to shoot deer year after
year is not right. The youth season was to get them interested in hunting, not to enable them to harvest deer
every year with extended seasons.

14854 | have lived and hunted in this unit the last 4 years now. This is county is amazing with the lack of deer numbers. |
hunt many other areas of the state as well, and this county has the lowest number of deer | have seen around the
state. This may be due to the vast majority of the county being urban and the amount of public to private land |
have access to is minimal, but, | still do not seem many deer in our neighborhood (urban Lawrence township).

14855 | think they need to go to a point system on shooting mature bucks. | think this would open More land up for
shooting doe. Go to like 8 point buck or bigger. More people might be open to letting other hunters shoot doe
on their property if this happens. Another thing | would be open to would be limit to one buck per season for
bow gun or muzzleloader. | believe this would result in more doe being shot.

14856 Enough already ,with the extra hunts. Especially the holiday hunt. That week when the grandkids are out of
school is a great time to get them out with the rabbit hounds. There is no more fun then teaching a young person
how to hunt with and how to handle hounds safely . To much emphasis is being put on deer hunting .

14857 My wife and daughters are crossbow hunters. At this point if crossbows are eliminated they will both stop
hunting all together. They are unable to pull back a compound bow, and are not fans of guns. We make it a family
outing when we bow hunt, so if crossbows were band i would be hunting by myself.
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14858 | support shorting the crossbow season. Crossbows should be treated as a firearm and should have a shorter
season with limited weeks. Since introducing crossbows hunting land has become over populated and | have
found more wounded deer from them.

14859 | believe the county should follow the metro extended January season for archery. | have family land within a
mile of metro full of deer. | have avid bow hunters willing to put in the time to reduce the over population.

14860 if you want lower deer numbers give out more tags. free tags. public and private. that's if lower numbers is your
goal. if your goal is to make money on bonus tags than charge for tags.

14861 The metro zone in Brown County is too far south and should be moved at least six miles to the north. It is
completely farmland and ten miles from DePere.

14862 | eave the group hunting alone and stick and string is stick and string whether it is a crossbow or a compound bow
they both are bows

14863 Deer numbers in New Franken area are way too high.30-50 deer can be seen in farm fields around new Franken
swamp .

14864 We need to separate the Metro zone from the rest of the county and treat it as 2 different things
14865 Would prefer all of Brown County to Extend Bow Season to end of January instead of just Metro.

14866 Grey Wolves in Wisconsin? NO!
18011
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

131 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land: 97

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 15
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 5
[ live in this unit: 54 Mostly Public Land: 0
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 16 Exclusively Public Land: 1
I'hunt in this unit: 118 | did not hunt in this unit last year: 0

General interest in this unit: 23

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

4

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 100
Bow: 90
Crossbow: 42

4
8

Somewhat crowded: 4
Very crowded: 1

0

Not applicable:

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

Muzzleloader: 47 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 29
Fewer: 45
Same: 47
More: 7

Many More: 3

Unsure: 0

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 3
Average: 24.41
Maximum: 63

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations
7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High

Antlerless Quota: 4 5 45 32 43 1

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 3 7 43 41 34 2
Bonus Tags - Public land: 1 5 43 30 33 18

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 7 45 78 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 40 85 5
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 52 73 5
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 22 103 5
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.48
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.83
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.42
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.80
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.20
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.20
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.57
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.33
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.53
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.98
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.50
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14867 | am concerned about the trends of deer hunting and, in turn, management in my county. It seems as though
people are only concerned with getting themselves a big buck- | can't blame them- but as a result, there is a low
quality of overall deer population management. There is a very low number of deer harvested each year in
Buffalo County, almost certainly due to the focus of the big buck. | have heard hundreds of stories of hunters in
my valley and those adjacent that will watch even twenty deer walk by without shooting because there were no
big bucks. However, it isn't just the people causing the harvest numbers to be lower. The deer know where they
will be safest: land that nobody hunts on, places where they are treated like pets, and properties that don't have
enough hunters to cover their entirety. The last of these is particularly interesting. Typically, such situations
happen when an absentee hunter has dozens or even hundreds of acres, and believes they need all that space to
get the big one. That only compounds with the increased sense of competition rather than cooperation, with
people no longer holding drives, landowners fighting over 'whose deer' was shot, and more. All of that leads to a
smaller harvest. People will complain that there aren't any deer during hunting season, but as soon as the
shooting stops thousands of deer come out of nowhere to repopulate the county. There are other issues too.
Absentee landowners and the absurd cost of land due to the overcommercialization of our bucks creates a
massive disparity between the perceived wealth of our county and the true state of its citizens, which most
notably affects schools. My school district recently lost hundreds of thousands of dollars in state aid because we
are deemed 'too wealthy', despite over one third of our students being on free/reduced lunch and those
absentee landowners who drive up the average receiving MFL benefits and not sharing the cost of most of our
expenses. So, overall, there's a lot that | am not happy with, most of it being out of the control of the DNR. (I
apologize for making you read this rant- | appreciate you and your time!) However, | believe that there are some
measures that can be taken that can begin to address many of the aforementioned issues. | suggest looking at the
options of having antlerless-only hunting for one year- potentially even cycling it every five years, for example-
and/or requiring an antlerless deer to be harvested to use a buck tag. The second option especially would help
with population control with the goal of reducing the deer population in Buffalo County, while both (especially
the first) would decrease the 'big buck' attitude that has contributed to many of the issues | have mentioned.
However, they are here as food for thought, and the DNR personnel are the experts who will be making all
decisions. Thank you for reading my response, and keep up the good work managing Wisconsin's wildlife and
natural resources!
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14868 | understand that the issue of continuing crossbow hunting is up for debate. | am 100% in support of continuing
to allow crossbow hunting AS IT IS CURRENTLY allowed. | would be very much opposed to pigeonholing that
subset of weapon to off times or having its own dedicated season. | hunt with a vertical bow as well as a
crossbow and would not like either limited beyond the current regulations. Furthermore, crossbow hunting has
opened up opportunities to increase the number of people participating in the hunting experience. My niece has
harvested her only deer using the crossbow, a feat that pretty much would not have been achievable without its
inclusion. My two daughters recently completed the hunter education program and both are excited at the
chance to use a crossbow this fall to harvest their first animals if allowed. Both also shoot vertical bow, but lack
the confidence and strength to ethically take an animal. Removing the crossbow option would not only exclude
them from participating this season, it probably would turn them off for good. As much as | would like to say that
it wouldn’t, | cannot chance missing the opportunity to get two more youth hooked on hunting instead of feeling
left out or incapable due to such regulations limiting the use of the crossbow. | strongly urge you to continue to
allow the use of crossbows at the current capacity at least, and not impose restrictions of any sort on them.
Please, let’s not continue to make it harder for the youth or anyone for that matter to start to enjoy the outdoors
and the wonderful resources that it provides.

14869 What Buffalo CTY needs,,,, more land to hunt,,, most family farms know longer are present. There is little to no
hunting pressure anymore,,,, as | said | have been hunting there for 34 yrs. There are just as many deer maybe
more but you don't see them,,, You hardly hear A shot on opening morning,,,, and that was never the case not

And | raised my son by my self,, from the day he was born......IIHITHITHITII And what is wost upsetting you want
more deer killed in Buffalo cty,,, and then charge FI@#5%"&. $12.00 for extra tags,,, really. ... Your just making it
harder and harder for parent's to bring there children in to hunting,,,, Keeping add more rule's some dumb as A

that are left

14870 deer hunting is ruined with all the big money in it now. These big money hunters think that there is a 30 point
buck behind every tree and they refuse to shoot any does. you can give out a billion bonus tags but the big buck
hunters won't shoot any does, big bucks will only quench the thirst of their egos. the increase in woodland
prices from these big buck hunters buying up woodland has raised property taxes in many areas and locked out
the locals from buying any affordable woodland. these big buck hunters make it impossible for snowmobile
recreation because they believe snowmobiles scare off "their" deer. the later seasons will make it impossible for
snowmobile clubs to get any trail work and signage done because the landowner doesn't want them on their land
until the end of the season and if that goes until Jan. 31 they will be pounding trail signs in frozen ground. How
many people need to be killed in car/deer and motorcycle/deer accidents before something is done about these
overgrown rats. our own family farm has been ruined because of deer related disputes and disputes with
neighbors. deer hunting is not what it used to be and the herd needs to die off. | see a deer | shoot it like a
worthless rat it is and leave it lay. deer are not a resource but a disease and blue tongue would be to good for
them.
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14871 | have a difficult time with how the units are measured. Although this unit maybe recognized as a high number
area, there are certain pockets that have large numbers and there are other areas that lacking deer. | truly
believe the introduction of coyotes (and now with hunters seeing bobcats, mountain lions, bears, and wolves in
and around our area) has diminished the population to an all-time low in my hunting/living area. The addition of
crossbows and a million of "special" hunts, has diminished them further. | appreciate the fact that the DNR is
taking a lot of the challenge to get more people in the woods (ie.. crossbows, warmer weather, more
opportunities) but by doing so you are creating a false sense of success and hunters do not stay with it for the
long haul. My wish is that rules are created to please the current Wisconsin everyday hunters in mind and to not
make rules for hopeful new hunters or wealthy out of state influence. By doing so, we feel oppositional to what
the DNR is trying to do. Work with the traditional hunters of Wisconsin and we will help you figure out the over
population issue. Keep trying crazy different things and you lose my trust.

14872 |t does not matter how many doe tags your will allow, the land owners are choosing to harvest a doe or not. You
could give out 10 and some will choose not to shoot does at all. We personally did this on our farm a few years
back after having earn a buck. We were surrounded by Outfitters who had to take a lot of does and we had our
numbers drop. It took us 5 years to get back to a healthy status. | don't believe we should have a Doe only
Holiday Hunt that limits Bow Hunters from harvesting a Buck. | believe you'd have more hunters out if you
allowed them to Bow Hunt during the Holiday hunt and harvest a Buck. A lot of feeding patterns change and deer
are active during the daylight hours and opportunity to harvest a mature Buck is back. | didn't go out for the
Holiday Hunt because of only having a chance to harvest a doe. But If | would have had a chance to kill a Buck and
a nice doe would have came by | would have harvested her with my bow. | believe there are a lot of hunters like
myself that feel the same way.

14873 Deer Hunting is very different than when | started hunting about 28 years ago. It was a family gathering like
holidays and we moved deer between neighbors in the afternoon after sitting in the mornings. Now the almighty
horns have taken over. The ability to enjoy the land by respectfully using trails with permission is nearly gone too,
as the thought is traffic in the woods sends the deer away and stay off my land philosophy. | have seen the deer
graze with my animals and the more time spent in the woods riding, hiking or on an ATV the less cautious the
deer become. Allin all I no longer hunt because access to hunting land is difficult and the comradery is gone, but
my children do hunt. There are plenty of deer in this county. The next time one hits my vehicle | would like to
post the photo of it in the paper and ask all those who like to claim "ownership" to pay for my increased vehicle
insurance premiums and costly repairs "their" deer caused.

14874 | recommend NOT changing the current cross bow season. At almost 60 years of age, it is too cold to be hunting
in late November. My husband, mother and hunting partner are all over 60 years old. My mother will be 80
years old this fall and cannot gun hunt most of the time because of bad weather. | know many people who hunt
with a crossbow because the weather is better in Sept. and Oct. than November or have a disability or are just
too darn old to hunt in the cold. Yes, the harvest numbers are up with the crossbow but In my opinion it is
because crossbows have more power to drop a deer and wound less. Before crossbows, almost everyone | know
hit at least one deer each season they could not find. There were many more deer being killed with compound
bows, just not recorded because they didn’t find the wounded deer. At least anyone over 50 should be able to
use a cross bow during the full archery season. Thank you for listening.
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14875 | have lived on the same 100 acres for the past 20 years and have seen a huge decrease in the deer population
since the Earn a buck program(whatever year that was). | have witnessed many black bear and killed one three
years ago and in our area and feel there are more black bear than the DNR thinks and would like to see more kill
permits for this area. Due to our extremely steep hills and valleys predator hunting is very difficult, thus the
coyote population is booming. Coyotes and black bear are wiping out our fawns. Last year | sat in my bow stand
in early October to watch 4 adult does come through without a single fawn. Bobcats are increasingly common on
my trail cameras as well, they will also trim the fawn population. | don't have an answer for the coyotes as they

are very cunning and hard to hunt. Perhaps opening up more permits for bear and bobcats would be a help the
deer herd near Waumandee, Wi. Thank you!

14876 | believe extending the season will put more stress on herd that has already been chased for months and now it'll
be colder with snow and ice covering food sources. Most people are already hunted out by then too, or if they
are out there would likely be chasing antlers and thus not affecting overall numbers. | don't think giving people
more antler less tags equals them shooting more does because not many families can use much more than 2 or 3
deer. | feel earn a buck hurt hunting numbers so a doe only season may totally back fire. | have no problem
shooting a tasty doe, but Buffalo county is a trophy buck destination and has that draw for a reason. | feel you
may increase hunter numbers by lowering resident license prices. The difference can be made up by increasing

nonresident licenses as they are pretty cheap compared to other states. I'd also be in favor of extending youth
hunts to a week long.

14877 | propose no change to the bow or crossbow hunting seasons. | have heard there was an effort underway to
shorten the crossbow season to avoid conflict with bow hunters. | am totally against that. For years the bow
hunters have had advantages over harvesting more and bigger buck than other hunters due to the fact that they
have a long season and it is during the rut. Gun hunters do not have that luxury. | just started hunting with a
crossbow and feel that it adds no extra benefit to hunting than a common bow. The newer compound bows and
sites used by regular bow hunters are no different than that of many crossbows. Plus many of us use crossbows
simply because of our age, strength, or insbility to hunt with a regular bow. Don't punish us simply for our age or
disability. Leave bow and crossbow season as one, it is a bow season (all types of bows).

14878 The only way to control the antlerless deer herd in Buffalo county, and others is to go to an earn a buck system
again. With all the leasing going on now and the industry worshiping big bucks the private property has done
away with the family hunts where any deer was a trophy.The hunting heritage has really suffered in the past 10-
15 years with the chase for the big buck. Our nonresident license fee could easily be doubled. Nonresidents are
paying outfitters over $3000.00 for a 4 day hunt. The outfitters laughed about earn a buck when they were
tagging the same deer over and over again from car kills or a hunter...... | fear disease or unwanted predators
overtaking this unit as well as the rest of Wisconsin. | am absolutely disgusted with the deer farms that have
introduced CWD through many parts of our state with low to no oversight from our DNR.

14879 | have hunted and lived in this unit for 18 years and have witnessed an intense decrease in #'s of deer. For 2016
and 2017 | hunted every day of the seasons and DID NOT SEE A DEER! This is a very dramatic change. |
vehemently believe we are over harvesting deer and specifically antlerless. | speculate that the DNR is
intentionally reducing the deer herd because of fears about CWD. | think that is an over reaction. If CWD is a
concern, then lets regulate it at it's source which are deer farms. Why reduce the general public's deer for sport
hunting and let the main cause go unhindered? In a perfect world, I'd recommend closing deer farms and
allowing for one, 10 day gun season of any sex with a limit of 2. | would not extend any bowhunting season
because | believe the unintended, unreported mortality is already high enough.
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In the 2017 season our group included 6 hunters. Only 2 hunters. saw deer the entire season and only 1 was
harvested. (Same hunters as 2016 but 2 deer were harvested.) | have not personally seen a deer during the
season for 2 years, although | was successful getting a deer in 5 of the prior 8 years. | don’t know why this
occurred because during March | regularly saw 12-18 deer in herds in my fields. | do know an adjoining neighbor
has about 30 “ag tags” which he gives to a friend. He fills virtually all of those tags, many in the fall. This severely
restricts the deer population until usually about February. Unfortunately for me and my fellow hunters, this
works toward your goal of reducing the overall herd size. | fear that my out of state friends will no longer come
to hunt due to lack of opportunity to bag a deer.

We see fewer and fewer deer each year, particularly does/fawns. We hunt more hours each year. We have
more cameras out than ever. Not sure where your data is being compiled from - perhaps a few larger farms with
more concentrated deer numbers? Buffalo County is nearly all private land. One idea: If there are a few select
landowners that want deer numbers decreased, consider issuing extra 3 anterless tags to those individually, if
they own more than 50 acres, for example. No need to affect the entire county, particularly where deer numbers
are way down. Also, hunters will pay for extra doe tags if wanted. The state is missing out by just GIVING tags.
Charge $20 or more for each. Saw many more coyotes afield and on camera last year. Is there a way to
advertise/promote more coyote hunting?

Instead of these meetings that most people can not make, we need to just a surveys sent like this when there are
topics to be voted on.....we are all in the system that register deer online, why can't we vote online...then you
would get a real cont on how people feel...not just the few that can make the meetings...i also am VERY AGAINST
these crossbhow hunters being able to hunt all season....it is outrageous...please implement them to a 1 or 2 week
season...of course | support them for the way it was for the elderly and disabled...but to give them the full
archery season with a 100 yard shooting weapon will only kill the sport....and with no age limit....the kids will
never know what archery truly was. i will try to make the meeting as | know there is a question on this....Thank
You.

Deer population is down 40% where | live. This past year | am counting only 10 deer coming out into my fields. |
usually would have 25-30 during the spring. Can't get any quality bucks on my property. | think you should
increase the buck tag for Wisconsin $10 dollars higher. Keep the antlerless tag the same price. It would keep the
neighbors from shooting everything that moves. They would have to hunt rather than just kill. Also i think there
should be a higher tax bracket for the land owner that only uses the land for hunting and recreation. They should
not be able to get tax breaks if they are not farming the land. If you farm the land then keep the taxes down.

There needs to be some kind of regulation on outfitters in buffalo county to limit number of hunters or bucks
taken 90% of the bucks taken by outfitter clients are 2 1/2 or younger deer they are completely destroying these
year classes over the last 5 years the number of mature bucks have fallen almost completely off a cliff because
outfitters lease land all around private land owners and their clients are killing all the bucks we are trying to let
mature they are profiting by damaging the deer herd just like any public resource outfitters should be regulated
before they completely decimate the age classes of these deer we are trying so hard to manage correctly

Giving 3 antlerless tags to every hunter is way to many. One or at the most two is plenty. | spend lots of time
hunting and scouting Buffalo CO and yes there are plenty of deer but there is also almost unlimited food and
south facing slopes that melt off in winter. | also hunt in northeast corner of Monroe CO in the township of
LaGrange and see more deer there but cant shoot any there. | know its difficult to micromanage the entire state
but these are the two areas | know and to be able to shoot 3 in one place and almost none in the other is crazy
when if anything there are more deer in Monroe CO. Please consider. Thanks

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Buffalo, Central Farmland



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

14886 |f decreasing the population is a goal is there a chance the DNR can reduce bonus tag fees and entertain raising
the out of state licenses? | think the Crossbow season should be separate (shorter). | disagree with the holiday
hunt as | am an avid bow hunter and it cuts into late season with muzzloader and T-zone, ( | do like and agree
with the late T-zone in Dec.). Great idea sending this out giving everyone a chance to voice their opinion - | did
hear 80% voted no on Holiday hunt and it still moved forward however | don't believe everything | hear. Thanks
for the opportunity!

14887 Having an antlerless hunt immediately following firearm season in December along with an antlerless holiday
hunt is overkill. If you want to decrease the herd you have to do more than give away tags. Provide options such
as a reimbursement on tags/licenses or an option to purchase an additional buck tag after filling 2-3 antlerless
tags. On top of that, promote donating additional antleress harvests to those in need. A lot of families could be
fed during the holiday season with the meat from these additional harvest opportunities, but not by simply
handing them out.

14888 Buffalo County is mostly private land. Many of the old family farms that were once owned are owned by
absentee land owners. Where these large areas of land are it doesn't matter how many permits you give away or
offer to sell, they are going to keep the numbers where they want them. What the problem is away from these
large managed areas the deer population is getting very low. | feel if they cut back the permits the deer
population on the large managed tracks will not change and the normal areas will be able to increase the
population which | feel is needed.

14889 please do not shorten the crossbow season. the WBA argument to do this does not make any sense. number of
crossbow hunters after 4 years probably have peaked. the number of bucks shot is about the same as compound
bow shooters which is the way it should stay. gun hunter kill numbers are still climbing despite crossbows. most
bucks are shot on private land. if landowner cannot use a crossbow he will probable shot that big buck during the
gun season. shortening crossbow season will not save many bucks for compound bow shooters like WBA thinks.

14890 | believe the deer management areas are way to big. In our areas | see pockets of large numbers and near my
property | see very few deer. | know it is almost all private land and hard to control. | know there are big farmers
and lease holders that dictate the number of deer being taken. | live in an area where the farmers hate deer and
want them completely wiped out. Which seems to me that the management areas are not getting hunted
evenly. | also do not know what the answer is. But | do know that the plan you are using is not working.

14891 There may be very isolated spots of privately owned large parcel acreage that holds an overpopulation of deer
that might need to be addressed, however, | believe this is not the case regarding the county as a whole. The goal
overall might be to bring the herd population as a whole down but the only way the really achieve this might be
to apply 3 does to be shot to earn a buck in certain areas within the county, such as the waumandee valley. Also
the holiday hunt might be ok as long as it did not hinder late season archery buck hunters.

14892 The numbers of deer within Buffalo county vary widely as a result of the large number of absentee owners,
outfitters, and others severely restricting the harvest of deer on their properties. Therefore it is easy to assume
all areas of the county have an over-population situation. This is simply not true. We are managing our property
appropriately but we are penalized by the mismanagement of the folks listed above. We have a significant issue
with outfitters violating foodplot rules, not registering as outfitters, etc.

14893 | know decisions about herd size are always touchy, but it seems to me people have talked so much about how
many deer there are in the past, and people still just repeat it and believe it when my experiences and others
suggest otherwise. What do we want to be: "I'll believe it when | see it?" or "I'll see it when | believe it." Sadly, |
think we have been sitting in the latter for some time. As a result, | cannot support continual reduction in herd
size as | wish to "believe it when | see it."
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14894 The length of the bow/crossbow season should start 2 to 3 weeks later than it starts now. The total time frame
deer seasons now open puts excessive stress on the animals. Coyote numbers have increased to incredulous
numbers. Baiting needs to be legalized to help control these over expanding numbers. Several does were
noticed without fawns. Increasing the amount of antlerless deer harvested is insane when considering what the
coyote predation is doing.

14895 Deer distribution across this dmu does vary. As a landowner we have been aggressive with our antlerless harvest
quotas using nearly all our allotted tags yet neighbors under harvest so despite intentions reducing deer numbers
on the landscape is a challenge Data indicate crossbow buck harvest will likely exceed vertical bow harvest in the
near future. | am in favor of limiting able bodied hunters under age 60 or 65 with a shorter crossbow season

14896 | gave up on gun hunting as there literally are NO deer on my property. Something needs to be done to restrict
crossbows. They essentially are turning a crossbow into capable rifle and taking out way too many animals from
sept-jan. The herd size in this unit is 100% over-estimated. | have yet to see all of these deer decision-makers
"believe" are in our area. | want to see hard evidence of this to rationalize herd reduction.

14897 | know deer are not distributed evenly but our area the past 2 years is getting just awful as far as seeing deer or
harvesting any. Considering giving up gun season since we do not see much deer anymore and it sucks sitting all
day and seeing 1 or 2 deer max. Very concerned about them implementing split archery/crossbow seasons also
as you will lose more hunters meaning more deer in some areas.

14898 please get rid of Holiday Hunt. The population does not warrant giving out 3 antlerless tags per license. Never
has! Population is and has been under control for a number of years now. Have to go back to early 2000’s to
when they were “high”. Get the Social Carrying Capacity number right and then see the population levels of last
10 years are not above current goals.

14900 |f the 2018/2019 season needs to be longer, start it earlier instead of making it longer. Bucks are/starting to
shedding antlers in January. Yes you should still be able to judge if it's doe or a buck that has shed he's antlers but
a lot of people can't! Deer harvest numbers would go up if season started earlier, more people would hunt with
having warmer temps.

14899 Not sure what data is continuing driving reduction in deer numbers. My observations with cameras, drives, and
counts during the season have tapered off on "poor" the past 5-8 years. And yes...| manage for deer, habitat,
cover, food, water, shelter. I'm not saying 100 deer in a field is healthy, but people go nuts and brag they see one
deer in field. Pretty sad.

14901 | WOULD LIKE TO SEE A CROSSBOW ONLY SEASON IMPLEMENTED. MY FATHER WAS HANDICAPPED AND IT WAS
AN EDGE FOR HIM NOW IT HAS BECOME ALMOST LIKE ANOTHER GUN SEASON WITH THE CROSSBOWS BEING
MANUFACTURED, NOT MUCH SKILL WITH A SCOPE AND A TRIGGER AND THE DISTANCE THEY CAN SHOOT.. |
WOULD LIKE TO SEE ARCHERY GO BACK TO WHAT IT WAS.

14902 |f people are to going to harvest antlerless deer to decrease the popualtion (as it desperately needs), an
antlerless only season needs to be implemented for one year. Over browsing of forests and crop lands are out of
control. Holiday hunt has to stay in play without extending any season further than it already is.

14903 Considerations for your team.Please keep the crossbow and vertical bows seasons. This allows the family to hunt
together at the same time. Please give consideration to older hunters possibly 75 to 80 years of age by allowing
them to hunt during the youth hunt with the same rules as the youth. Thanks

14904 | have seen little to none deer in the area since last summer. No sign of deer on our property when otherwise
completely full of embedded trails, markings, etc.. DNR in my opinion are giving out far to many tags that are
more than likely being abused
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14905 | sure don’t see the numbers of deer as | used to and probably will abandoned gun hunting as there just aren’t
the deer around anymore. The grandkids decided to hang it up a few years ago as well as who wants to run
around the woods for nothing.

14906 | highly support the Holiday Hunt and | hope to see this implemented for 2018. The damage from over-browsing
of forests, preventing re-growth of the desired forest tree species, is devastating due to the high deer population
in this area.

14907 would like to see earn a buck again and the elimination all food plots so deer are more evenly dispersed in
county. Food plots only attract deer they do not help winter survival as most people think deer can survive on
brouse

14908 The CDAC has a tough job with all the private landowners. Many of these owners are not interested in doing what
is best for the resources. Too much Big Buck mentality! Bring back EAB, it works!

14909 | am in general really happy with our season. The only thing | dont like is the holiday hunt mostly because it
affects my chances of harvesting a buck late season with my bow significantly.

14910 | would like to see a one buck limit/season, no buck party hunting, less crossbow/archery pressure, no rifles
during the 9 day gun season and an increase in nonresident license price.

14911 | think if we are going to continue with the holiday hunt, bowhunters should be allowed to take a buck during the
holiday hunt or 9 days should be added to the end of the bow season.

14912 There is plenty of food to care the herd on private property. We need to open albino deer up to hunt. It is not
okto let the albino population continue to grow with out harvest.

14913 Buffalo county has a lot of private land with private land owners. Give them the tags and let them decide how
many deer need to be harvested on their property.

14915 | own a little over 40ac and found 5 dead fawns this winter while walking property. All looked to be coyote kills.
Coyotes were on cameras all winter.

14914 Antlerless only season may be the the only way to decrease the population and get the ‘bar stool fools’ to take
some does. Holiday hunt needs to stay

14916 While the number of deer seem to be really down, I’'m curious to know the impact of crossbows on why We're
not seeing as many bucks in the gun season.

14917 Lots of time in the woods. Not a lot of sign of deer. Cant keep raising quotas when there aren't the number of
deer out there.

14918 Three antler less tags for bow and gun for a total of six is insane on public land. Please call me and show me the
deer.

14919 Implement a ‘one buck rule.” Maybe then people will focus on antlerless harvest once their ‘only’ buck tag is filled
14920 we need point restriction, we need more bobcat tags, i have one picture with 5 yes 5 bobcats onit.

14921 Reduce the crossbow season and/or start enforcing minimum buck sizes and less antlerless tags!

14922 Go antlerless only for a year to get the population where you need it.

14923 | am opposed to buying separate public & private land permits.

14924 predator management needed. Bobcats are out of control

14925 please do not implement Earn a Buck ever again!

14926 Let’s bring back the deer, please.
18012

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Buffalo, Central Farmland



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

m
WSCONSIN

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Burnett, Northern Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

108 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the 4. Which statement best describes where you deer
input. hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 27
1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 12
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 23
Hive in this unit: 41 Mostly Public Land: 10

| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 26
| hunt in this unit: 98
General interest in this unit: 22

Exclusively Public Land: 24
| did not hunt in this unit last year: 2

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only Not at all Crowded: 5
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this Not too crowded: 14
unit.

Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 20

Somewhat crowded: 13

. . >
2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do? Very crowded: 16

Check all that appl :
( pply) Gun: 81 Not applicable: 1
Bow: 46
Crossbow: 33 Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
Muzzleloader: 29 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU

Minimum: 1 compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Average: 25.14

Maximum: 64

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?

Many Fewer: 8
Fewer: 24
Same: 35
More: 29

Many More: 10

Unsure: 2

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Antlerless Quota: 6 20 40 32 10 0
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 1 10 37 29 25 6
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 15 34 24 32 0

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 10 90 8
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 64 31 13

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.00
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.67
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.16
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.56
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.40
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.36
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.03
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.19
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.63
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.06
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.40
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14927 Respectfully, | believe that the deer baiting has ruined traditional hunting. The low antlerless numbers on the

public land supports the belief that those with 5 acres are able to put out sufficient bait to draw in their doe
harvest and that is sufficient to fill the freezer. | have hunted west of STH 87 for over 40 years, and the last 5
years have been the lowest numbers of deer observed on the public land areas. Predators are observed, and that
has lead to the deer naturally moving away from the area we have hunted for so many years. We can accept
that, but the impact of both predators and the excessive use of baiting has all but eliminated hunting success on
the public lands in the area. | suggest that baiting be eliminates statewide for 5 years. Then over that period,
put out strong enforcement and fines for those caught cheating. The fines will more than cover the hunters that
don't buy licenses because of the baiting ban. | suspect your public land numbers will increase significantly, and
you will have many more sportsmen and sportswomen actually hunting rather than baiting and harvesting. If
that thought is too extreme, then eliminate all feed and baiting from June to January of the following year. That
would allow those who recreationally feed to still do so in the winter, but eliminates the feeding during the
summer and hunting seasons. Recent baiting bans in Burnett County due to CWD did not work because | still
observed many camps with food placed out during the season, and beaten deer trails walking from feed station
to feed station......Bans don't work with out enforcement. | also support the WisDNR and others in the state to
restart the Wolf hunting program. | don't want all wolves eliminated, but | do want the Wolf HERD managed.
Thank you for your time, and | hope | did not offend those who have resorted to baiting and harvesting, | just like
to call it hunting and am fine without harvesting.

14928 |I'm disappointed that the designation of "maintain" in our unit really means that more antlerless permits will be

issued and more antlerless deer will be killed. Our unit should not be having an increase in antlerless permit
availability especially in the public land areas. In fact, the public areas in the western and southwestern areas of
Burnett county should still have a "increase" designation, and therefore have fewer antlerless tags available than
last year. Perhaps our county should be split into two units to avoid this problem. The deer population on private
land and agricultural areas of the county should not be the reason our public lands get pounded with more
antlerless tags. There should have been ZERO increases in antlerless tags on our public lands, and fewer tags
should have been considered. In addition, the recent information released by the WI DNR that indicates the
vastly greater harvest rates by hunters who use a crossbow should be realized by the members of our Burnett
County CDAC. The trends in the crossbow harvest indicate a dim future in our woods. Our CDAC should support
the proposal of the DNR Board that would reduce the length of the crossbow season structure or reduce who is
eligible to use such an effective weapon. (Of course any such reductions need not include aging hunters or
physically impaired hunters as previously was the case.)
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14929 | have hunted on my land for many yrs and seen many things in the wild, my neighbor also hunted his property

but never shot any doe's. | like QDM for producing nice bucks in the area. In the yrs that he owned his property
and i hunted my land and surrounding land with a friend there was always high numbers of deer and good
number of trophy bucks.Since he sold his property and new neighbor moved in, he started taking more doe's out
and thru those last 12yrs the amount of good bucks and doe's have decreased. So what i believe its not what you
see on TV or read in magazines thats true about buck doe ratio. Bottom line is more DOE'S means more

there is more doe's around more bucks show up, i have seen it over 20yrs in the woods. My opinion is dont give
out so many doe tags, 1 per person at the most, no extra over the counter or bonus.If you apply for one and so

many are available first come first serve. there is not as many deer out there as most people think, you see the

same deer in your area all the time.

14930 | will say that | have been hunting in these areas for 24 yrs, the past 6-8 yrs | have seen the lowest number of

14931

14932

14933

deer ever. | have spent over 20 days per yr scouting different areas within the lands | hunt, both public and
private, and have seen a significant drop in deer sign during these last 6-8 seasons. Personally | do not believe the
"estimated" numbers which are exactly that, ESTIMATED. Based upon the estimates | have received from people
whom deal with a LARGE number of hunters, being business directly related to hunting (sporting goods stores,
bait shops, etc), there are a vast number of hunters whom are seeing less deer. | would love a response on how
the population is estimated. Currently | believe the methods are not getting a real population study, not just
watching fields around densely populated areas (city/towns) and using those numbers to determine the "deer
per acre" estimates that have been provided in the past.

| have two large concerns in this unit. One is surrounding CWD and the other is related to predators. CWD - | am
particularly concerned about the lack of DNR response and hunter awareness to the prevalence CWD throughout
the state. Within this county the awareness and concern for CWD and testing is minimal (129 in '17). In addition,
the reintroduction of baiting is of great concern. CWD testing should be mandatory and awareness should be of
highest priority for the state. My thoughts are similar for all areas in Wisconsin however there seems to be little
to no response from Wisconsin (DNR, lawmakers, and other). PREDATORS - In this unit there seem to be a
growing population of wolf and bear. The bear population has risen in the last 5 years. The number of fawns seen
in the last 2 years has diminished substantially and we see tend to see more mature deer without offspring and
fewer 1-2 year old deer.

| feel that the deer population is not equally spread out across this zone or any other zone. There are definitely
pockets of over population of deer and other areas that are almost void. How does one manage to disperse the
deer evenly is always going to be the main question. | know that just a couple miles south of where we hunt,
there is a large tract of private land that is posted with a large population of deer. If we are to take all of the
brood stock out of the equation, how could we maintain the few deer that are in the are where we hunt? There
seems to be a mentality in this area that if its brown, its down. In nine days of hunting during the gun season for
the last couple of years, with an average of spending 7 to 10 hours a day in my stand, | maybe tally up 10 deer for
the season. To me, that's not a lot of deer.

Question: Within in the metrics for our area are the Native American harvest numbers included? In discussing
hunter success, hunter satisfaction and the tourism aspect of the Wisconsin hunt | believe long term there would
be huge benefits to minimum antler count for the the shooting of bucks. Complimenting that would be if the
Native American hunt would also buy into this. Forgot to say that | hunt very near Native American land/hunting
area. The WI hunt is after the rut and by nature | think not as good as the MN hunt. (lifelong MN hunter as used
to live there and 20 plus year WI hunter). As a FYI my MN brother-in-law who hunted here for more than a
decade will not do the WI hunt anymore to lack of not only seeing deer but quality deer. Could not attend
March meetings. Gary Boylan 715 349 5153
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14934 Discussions by the committee often have a heavy emphasis on hunter satisfaction, however, hunter satisfaction
is not mentioned in the CDAC charter. I'm not sure who established the charter but | couldn't agree more with
the direction it provides to the committees and what is most important to consider when setting population
goals. With that being said, hunters are the ones attaining the goals on behalf of the committees and their
opinions matter too, however, one must carefully weigh these opinions against the science and data provided by
the DNR.

14935 The issue is the idea that Burnett County is an homogenous unit and therefore harvest quotes are set for the
entire County is ludicrous. The vast majority south of Hwy 70 is crop land the vast majority north of 70 is forest.
The number of deer left in the forest areas are minimal -- as | travel thru the county it is obvious that the number
of deer in the farmland areas are high but where we hunt in the forest you are lucky to see a deer. This da system
needs to be changed to allow the county to differentiate between north and south of hwy 70

14936 The total deer population is certainly taking a hit in this area. Between hunting, vehicles, and predators, the
population is losing ground it had been making up over the last several years. Clearly, the State cant do anything
about some of the large predators that are federally protected, so we shouldn't be allowing hunters to take more
deer and put even more pressure on the herd. This past winter hasn't been very forgiving either in regards to
snowfall and preliminary walks, have shown several predation/winter kills in the area | hunt.

14937 Southern Burnett still has a ways to go to get the population back. Maybe | smell wrong or just not in the right
area/spots, but | saw 2 deer during my early November week in the woods logging 35 hours in a stand. 4 deer
sightings on the opener of the gun season. Another year of saying it sounded like the last Sunday of the season
for the amount of shooting heard on opening day. Numerous hunters commenting on bear sightings and tracks.
Hard to re-build the population when bears and other predators are taking fawns in the Spring.

14938 The deer population in Burnett Co. has drastically increased over the last 3 years. | had daily opportunities during
the gun deer season of 2017 to harvest adult antlerless deer(though obviously not the tags to do so.) I'd like to
see the public land antlerless tag quota heightened to reflect this. Wolves that once seemed to outnumber deer
in the areas | hunt, (4-5 years ago) seem to have moved on allowing the deer population to bounce back from an
all time low since I've been hunting and keeping tabs on this area.

14939 | live and hunt in the trade river area. Deer numbers have been constantly declining over the years mainly
because of hunters from out of the area taking does and fawns. These hunters feel that this is the time of year to
fill the freezer. We need to go back to the party tag system or better yet, two tags per person per calendar year.
Shoot one buck, one doe per year. Choose your weapon. And have one deer hunt season . 9 day traditional
Thanksgiving season using rifle, bow, muzzleloader or crossbow. Your choice.

14940 | know Burnett County's deer herd is in maintain status and in my opinion is growing in numbers in some areas.
There are other areas of the county where deer are still below projected carrying capacity. | also believe with the
new or should | say non tagging requirement that it makes it difficult to say just where these deer are actually
being shot. | know it is harder to manage a larger unit and for the most part things seem to be looking up I'd just
like to see the antlerless quota not quite so high.

14941 the area i hunt,basically old unit 8, the deer numbers are significally under the carrying capacity of the land. the is
extreme,deer mortality from predation in the area.i think we could go without anterless tags for a number of
years before getting the numbers right. i expect there is private land that may be overpopulated,(different
situation) but not the public land i hunt!!! i would say i am intamately familar with about 100 square miles of
northern burnett county.
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14942 Qver the last year, I've seen more deer on posted / private land vs the Burnett County Forest. | would
recommend limiting the number of antlerless tags (private and public) for one more year and/or do not allow for
any anterless tags be available for Burnett County for 2018. If we have another mild winter, | would expect the
deer population to come back to the way it use to be in the 1970 / 1980's.... Thanks for allowing me to provide
feedback. Best of luck.

14943 The deer herds | have observed in the area appear to be very healthy and even heavy snow cover did not impinge
on the available food sources. However, predator control will be necessary as most kills | observed were coyote
or wolf kills. | support the continued antlerless deer harvest so that populations do not reach levels that will
contribute to disease spread at a higher level than we are seeing today, and so that herds are not pressed for
adequate food sources.

14944 | am very worried about these late winter snowstorms Burnett County has been having and the depth of snow
that remains in the woods on the fawn crop and deer population we now have. The number of permits on public
land is way too high. Is CDAC in this for the betterment of the deer or for sale of licenses and tourism? | wonder
how many CDAC members hunt public land or purchase antlerless tags.

14945 |t is my opinion that the forests could be managed better, i.e. less clear cutting or at least cutting in a fashion that
would make hunting public lands more productive for hunters. Solicit hunter input before cutting and don't leave
tree limbs strewn throughout the cut area so that humans and wildlife are able to walk through. The Fish Lake
area is a good example of poor tree harvest practices.

14946 We saw far fewer hunters last year and the number has been declining. The reason we, in camp, believe is that
the deer population is not as high as forecasts suggest. We hunt hard and are seeing fewer and fewer deer. Very
few bucks if any. We compare results with a couple of other camps in NW Burnett County and they believe the
same thing.

14947 | believe the # of antlerless tags should be reduced due to the severe/very severe winter. Deer mortality rates
will not be known for some time so | would recommend a conservative approach and reduce the # of antlerless
tags. Thanks for all your work with the CDAC and accepting feedback from individuals that can not make your
meetings.

14948 There are way to many private tags available for this unit. You should look at a special application for those that
are suffering major crop damage due to deer. (Totally fine if these specific land owners apply and get more tags.
But you give out way to many tags to private land owners and make to few tags available to the public.)

14949 | ast year | and 3 grand kids saw a total of 5 does and no fawns for 6 days of hunting. If you want the kids to be
interested in hunting we have got to do better. My grandkids are thinking of staying home next year. One
decided to do that last year. Please consider the quality of the hunt instead of just the money thank you

14950 | think the Burnett CDAC has done a good job with gradual increase in antlerless tags over the last few years.
Based on our personal observations, the deer population on public land in the county is coming back nicely. I'm
still concerned that private land tags may be used to harvest deer (illegally) on public land.

14951 Please listen to the persons living in the area who have boots on ground and are watching the deer. It doesn’t
appear to be as rosy a picture as manny would have us believe. A buck in our area has a hard time surviving past
2 years old manny hunters shoot any buck if it has any antlers just to say they shot a buck.

14952 Many people that live in this deer management zone are lower income and depend on venison for food. Most of
those people do not have enough land to qualify for the private antlerless tags. Please decrease the number of
private tags and increase the amount of public hunting tags for those lower income people!

14953 Bowhunted past three seasons with no anterless tags. | was able to see several does and fawns last fall while
hunting. It appears the anterless deer numbers are increasing. | would like to have the anterless deer numbers
increase, to more than they are presently, so that anterless tags can again be purchased.
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14954 | believe in not only managing doe populations, but buck populations as well... seems to me that there are very
few mature buck deer as lots of spike and fork horns get taken. | would really like to see this addressed. | would
also like to see archery licenses that include both a buck and antlerless tag.

14955 Never saw a doe in the 2017 season, just a spike buck and the fork horn | shot. They say public land is crowded
but that is not the case. | never saw another hunter in the county forest that | hunted in after opening day. But |
did see plenty of bear and wolf tracks in the sand logging roads.

14956 | only hunt public land and don't feel the deer numbers are anywhere near where they should be, so I'd like to
see public land permits the same as last year. | think the proposed increase is to high and we could lose the gains
over the past few years.

14957 The local CDAC has done a good job balancing the harvest of antlerless deer to allow for herd growth. More still
needs to be done to control herd growth on private lands but there is little the CDAC can do to control this given
current trends.

14958 Too many tags for private land, less hunters on public land, no one is moving the deer, resulting in fewer deer
seen. Need to drastically reduce private land tags and increase public land tags (50/50 split is much better).

14959 |t's time to give equal antlerless permits to private and public lands. It's also time to stop baiting and feeding of
deer for CWD reasons and private landowners using baiting as a tool to hold deer on their land.

14960 We need to do away with the separation of public and private, many people | talk to and myself included believe
it is just a money making scheme. | hunt an equal amount of both so | have to acquire tags for both.

14961 Four points on one side rule its time...missouri has alot to teach. To many small bucks killed...need meat shoot
does. Bucks need a year or two chance....like stocking fry or fingerlings

14962 The winter has been long, but | don't think there's been significant winter mortality. The deer population looks to
be on the increase to me, so | think our proposed numbers are sound

14963 The deer number seem to be growing quite a bit over the past three years where | hunt in the Webster zip code.
Thinning out the does would be a good idea by allowing more doe tags.

14964 We need a STATEWIDE BAN ON BAITING. A separate crossbow season that is in conjunction with gun and
muzzleloader seasons. And no farms with captive deer or elk.

14965 | think everything is done well currently. | would rather do things this way than have wide open antlerless seasons
and then buck only seasons that follow.

14966 Hunting in Randall or the Barron’s, the deer population is way down and has been down for quite a few years. A
lot of wolf tracks near our property.

14967 We are excited that Wisconsin uses both private and public land quotas in determining population goals. Keep
up the good work people.

14968 | indicated that | do not live in the zone which is true but | have lived in the zone and currently own land in the
zone.

14969 | am wondering about habitat rehab in the Governer Knowles State forest areas affected by the 2011 blow down.
14970 Just not seeing the deer like our camp used too . Seeing more wolf kills every year . Very sad

14971 | believe the Burnett County CDAC 2018 permits are correct to maintain the deer population.

14972 | think bonus tags should be given to residents only

14973 | think the quota numbers are about right.

14974 way to many antlerless tags
18013
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Calumet, Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

39 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land: 17

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this Mostly Private Land: 10
form? (Check all that apply) Public and Private Land About Equally: 2
| live in this unit: 24 Mostly Public Land: 1
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 2 Exclusively Public Land: 5
I'hunt in this unit: 35 | did not hunt in this unit last year: 0

General interest in this unit: 7

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

3

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 34

Bow: 20
Crossbow: 11

Very crowded:

5

4

Somewhat crowded: 3
2

Not applicable: 1

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

Muzzleloader: 17 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 10
Fewer: 14
Same: 10
More: 3
Many More: 1
Unsure: 1

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 18.74
Maximum: 45

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations
7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High

Antlerless Quota: 0 2 17 13 7 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 4 17 11 7 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 0 6 17 7 8 1

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 3 29 6 1
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 10 27 2
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 20 16 3
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 0 36 3
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.36
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.92
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.38
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.67
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.38
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.23
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.44
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.08
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.15
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.56
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 1.97
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14975 Why do we have to choose between private or public for antlerless deer permit? This is ridiculous when all you
have to do is, when they call in to register the deer ask the question did you shoot it on private or public land.
Many hunters are quitting hunting in Wisc. because you have to many ridiculous rules. We pay taxes for public
and private and people should not have to choose what kind of land they shoot their deer on. | wonder if a citizen
could sue the DNR on that principle, if we pay taxes for the DNR to have public land, both federal and state and if
you get any federal grant money seems to me you do not have that authority, umm maybe worth checking out?
Its bad enough when you have to select the county, really people. Seems to me someone is getting paid off by
the quality deer management people which is ridiculous in its self. Monster bucks are supposed to be a once in a
lifetime experience.

14976 | am concerned about the deer hunting and all hunting in the killsnake wildlife area. Every year the marsh grass
gets cut and this is destroying habitat for all kinds of animals. Turkeys lose areas to lay there eggs when the
marsh grass is cut, and deer lose their ability to hide and sneak through open areas unnoticed. It is amazing how
calm a deer will walk through the open field if it has the cover of the grass. | believe that it should be illegal to cut
any marsh grass in the wildlife area. The land was bought for public recreation and enjoyment, not for farmers to
cut marsh grass. An alternative to cutting the grass would be prescribed burning of the grass. By burning the grass
it would create fertile soil for new plants to grow up and create better habitat. This would create very good
habitat for all kinds of wildlife.

14977 The main problem we observe in this county seems to be an over abundance of deer on private property and a
very small portion of deer (especially older deer) on public land. When people say there are too many deer in the
county, that may be true on private property, but it is not at all what we observe on public land while hunting.
Anything that can be done to help increase herd size on public land while maintaining/decreasing herd size on
private land would be appreciated by many hunters.

14978 | oppose any restructuring of the bow/crossbow seasons. By that | mean separating the two and having different
time frames for each. I've heard rumors of this issue possibly coming up and | feel there's a lot of personal
agendas involved. By hearing General discussions in the public it seems some people think they have more of a
right to the woods at that time than others.

14979 Moving into the calumet area between Hilbert and Chilton | noticed how there were hardly any deer at all. | grew
up over in the Tomah,WI area where deer are abundant. | do understand that farmland has a huge impact on the
wildlife with not having a lot of woods but | just thought that in all my exploring the area that it would have been
a higher population of deer.

14980 Would like to see reduced Crossbow season that appropriately reflects the increasingly higher kill % of bucks
compared to compound bow and gun hunters. The numbers will only continue to increase as higher number of
people buy crossbows due to their effectiveness, longer range shooting capacity and ease of shooting with
limited practice.

14981 PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE Do away with the requirement to designate whether you want your antlerless tag for
public or private lands. You are ruining the chances for many of us who have the opportunity to hunt both. This is
the opinion of not only me but my entire family and anyone I've talked to on this subject.

14982 | have been seeing less deer every year in this area. When | first started hunting | would see 30 to 40 deer just in
the mornings. Now | am lucky to see a deer each day. Some days it's several before even seeing a deer. Hard to
get the youth interested if they sit and don't see any deer.
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14983 | have concerns about baiting, | believe the baiting practice will encourage dependence and not allow for young
deer to naturally forage their own food. It also may cause disease and invite other unwanted animals onto your

properly
14984 | am tired of the crop damage to my farm crops. The deer came right up to my house and ate my trees off. | see
dozens of deer in my fields daily at certain times of the years. Sometimes they count in the hundreds.

14985 Hunted south central calumet 32 hours during gun season saw two deer harvested one. How hunting 121 hours
saw 8 deer harvested none. Never had to work for a deer this hard. But love to be in the woods.

14986 eliminate having to choose between public and private land as it limits the amount of land i have to hunt. i hunt
about 8 private acres and i would like the opportunity to hunt public as well.

14987 please consider bringing back the "back tags" for hunters. I've had hunters trespassing on my land and it would
be easier to report if | could see a tag instead of confronting the hunter.

14988 Another mild winter in the books. Concerned about deer numbers building within the unit and the unreported
kill of deer.

14989 | would be supportive of an antler restriction in our unit as well which | do not see asked in the questionnaire.
14990 if private land bonus tags are under sold why not increase antlerless tags to two on each license?
14991 | would like to add air bows as a hunting weapon to the bow/crossbow season.

14992 We would support efforts to increase the mature buck population.
18014
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Chippewa, Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

75 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 31
Mostly Private Land: 19
Public and Private Land About Equally: 10
Mostly Public Land: 1
Exclusively Public Land: 1
| did not hunt in this unit last year: 1

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 44
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 11
| hunt in this unit: 63

General interest in this unit: 12
5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while

hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 55

Bow: 42
Crossbow: 22
Muzzleloader: 29

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 3
Average: 24.19
Maximum: 56

Not at all Crowded: 5
Not too crowded: 10
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:
Very crowded:
Not applicable:

N Wl b

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.
6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 6
Fewer: 18
Same: 27
More: 17
Many More: 6
Unsure: 1

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure

Antlerless Quota: 3 9 31 20 9 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by

the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 9 23 23 13 3
Bonus Tags - Public land: 4 7 22 16 12 12
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 2 3 26 10 4 28
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 1 4 25 11 4 28

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit?

Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.

Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 30 39 2 2
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 15 35 0 23

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also

recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 12 55 6
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 28 33 11
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 6 64 3
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...

...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit?

Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very

Amount of deer mortality during an average year...

Amount of damage to backyard plants...

The number of deer-vehicle collisions...

Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)...

Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer...

Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer...

Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer...

Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species...
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy...

Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit...

Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)...
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Comments for Chippewa, Central Farmland

Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

14993 South of Hwy 29 experienced another mild-moderate winter with respect to winter severity; therefore,
undoubtedly overwinter mortality was minimal. Antlered harvest has increased each year since the harsh winter
of 2013-14. Additionally, DNR post-hunt population estimates have also followed that same trend; although over
the last two years especially deer numbers have nearly grown exponentially following the mild winters and
reduction in antlerless tags available to hunters as a result of CDAC recommendations. The goal is to maintain
the herd, however, | feel hunters in the central farmland zone of Chippewa County should receive 1 free
antlerless tag in addition to the recommended number of public and private land bonus tags made by CDAC. In
2016 and 2017 hunters experienced a combined, overall 31% harvest rate with respect to the number of bonus
tags issued. Assuming that rate is similar in 2018, estimated antlerless harvest will be around 2,500 and not
reach the desired quota of 3,050 antlerless deer harvested. If we continue on the current population trends, we
will soon be back to deer abundances/densities seen back in the mid-1990s through mid 2000s which were too
high and unsustainable on the landscape. Deer over browsing is affecting our forests, loggers and foresters see it,
if you look at oak seedlings/saplings in your areas you will see it. Please consider my comments, aslam a
property owner/life-long hunter who is concerned not only about having a quality hunt but also trying to keep
deer numbers at levels that are sustainable for the landscape and encourages healthy forests.

14994 | do not support nor understand the logic behind the private/public land anterless permit allocation. | hunt on
private land adjacent to public land. Without anterless permits available for public land, there are no hunters on
the public land. By noon on opening day, most anterless deer have natually moved to an area of less pressure.
Without hunters on the public land, the anterless deer have no reason to leave. | alway thought the anterless
permit level was dictated by overall deer population withing a given DMU. The idea that anterless deer live in one
area but not an adjacent area is confusing to me. If the habitat is the same on private and public land, more or
less an equal number of deer will inhabit both areas. The current system facitlitates the belief some landowners
hold that they "own" the deer on their property. | fear current allocation system continues, we will be faced with
fewer and fewer hunters. Some private land owners think this is a good thing, more deer for themselves but
actually, fewer hunters will lead to fewer opportunities. Deer will simply not leave un-pressured areas. We need
hunters on public land. The best way to facilitate this is to provide reasonable harvest opportunities on public
land.

14995 My biggest gripe is that | would like to see a hunter's choice available since my gun buck tag is virtually worthless
in my area. In my area it seems like the number of adult bucks seen throughout the year has been steadily
declining in the last 10 years or so. | contribute it to a rise in bow hunting pressure in the area. We'll have 2-3
small 6 pointers in the area before bow season and they either get hit by a car or harvested by a bow hunter and
don't make it to deer season. | don't like having to basically play the lottery and hope | can buy a doe tag before
they are sold out. 2 years ago | missed getting a doe tag, hunted every day, saw the same 15 does everyday and
couldn't legally shoot one. This last year | was able to get a tag and harvested a doe.

14996 | hunt north of Chippewa, just south of Hwy 64. This unit gets lumped into the farmland zone which doesn't
represent the area. | have seen fewer deer over the last 5 years and have had wolves consistently in my area for
the last 4. The increase in the proposed tags is crazy. Just the increased number alone is greater than the total
antlerless deer harvested all of last year. You say maintain but your recommendations will do nothing but reduce
the deer herd even further. Until you get a handle on the predators in the area this will continue. There is no
need for that many tags to be available!!!! The fact that this is even being proposed makes me loose any faith
that we have the right people looking at this and representing our area.
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14997 The deer herd in the western 1/3 of Chippewa County is growing aggressively every year. Not having the
opportunity to acquire an antlerless permit due to them being sold out does not give landowners experiencing
crop or forest damage the opportunity to control deer numbers. Deer numbers have grown every year in this
area so the goal of maintaining the deer herd is not being met. The committee should get rid of the bonus
permits and issue one free antlerless tag with each tag purchased. Please consider your deer metrics and
compare the difference between the number of free tags that could potentially be issued versus the bonus
permits you are looking to issue.

14998 |t's frustrating to have hunted in Chippewa County for 40+ years to have no access to antlerless deer when you
hunt public land but the private lands still have plenty of access. Apparently, they don't like my money. If there
is no change | will stop hunting in this county and so will my two sons and four other friends. | don't believe there
is any less deer just a selfish local community. Look at the other nearby counties! That's where my money be
next year if there is no change.

14999 | sat on my land that borders public land and | saw 2 deer all season the first year | hunted here | had 19 different
bucks on camera last year | had 3 nothing has changed with land ownership here and a lot of older guys have
stopped hunting no logging. The only explaination is doe seasons and doe hunts stop having them we also have
an increased coyote population work On expanding the bounty on them so we can keep that in check

15000 Please take the issue of poaching seriously. | don't think the DNR is aware of how extensive and wide-spread this
problem is (at least in Chippewa County). The loosening of all the tagging and registration procedures has
opened the door to poaching. | am convinced that it has had a profound affect on the deer population in the
areas near our properties. PLEASE DO SOMETHING! Don't pretend this isn't an issue.

15001 The number of bonus tags seems to be high. We saw how many people started buying tags for their 4-year old
kids last year. If more kids under 10 get youth tags, this could increase the deer kill in this area. How can you
keep a quota when you can't estimate on a larger deer kill from kids? The deer kill could be higher than the
quota. This could also mean the state park could get hit hard.

15002 Deer numbers vary per square mile. | hunt multiple farms in my area and | see a huge difference of herd size
especially after the rut. Oct 1st | had 13 deer on one filed, where's as another property | hunt a mile away had
little sign and fewer pictures but after Oct 15 the property's flight flopped. Sane crops we're still standing on both
properties.

15003 | live in the new metro sub unit created for this upcoming deer season. My observations have shown that there a
large number of antlerless deer in this sub unit. | would recommend an increase in antlerless authorizations for
the metro sub unit. Also, to create the hunt structure to accomplish the harvest of antlerless deer in the metro
sub unit.

15004 |'ve been hunting for 50 years last year i had 7 does on cam by Dec 15 there was one fawn buck and one fawn
doe with one 8pt buck at night hunt farmland west of Chippewa falls think private farmland should be split by
hwy 53 bear hunted east Chippewa county for bear and saw at least 2x the deer east as there are in west

15005 There needs to be free tags. Last year bonus tags sold out, some of us who wanted to shoot a doe but couldn’t
which is crazy given the number of deer we see. | was on vacation last August when bonus tags went on sale.
Being able to get a doe tag in a farmland area should be easy, not hard.

15006 Adjoining Landowners in Colburn township are uneducated and ignorant regarding doe harvest and refuse to
take antlerless deer. | believe that Wisconsin should go to a Earn a buck system and impose point restrictions
and limit firearms to muzzle loader or shotgun with no rifles allowed.

15007 | was glad to see our DMU divided into three units for better deer herd management. | think the numbers are
"about right" for this first try for these three units. Do we have a predator problem that needs to be monitored or
addressed more closely? Thanks for all of your good work!
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15008 |'ve gun hunted the north end of the state park the past two seasons and have seen 4 deer total. In my opinion
selling that many antlerless tags for sub metro unit is over the top based on what | have seen for deer.

15009 CWD is a real concern. Please do not get the Chippewa herd get out of hand, Maintain a healthy level. Positive
CWD is only one county away! any breaches in the game farm fence is a death sentence to our wild herd.

15010 Having two late season snow falls with record low temperatures has negatively impacted our deer herd. Please
reconsider your numbers and lower the anterless quota as well as the bonus tags for private land.

15011 In my opinion the deer population is lower in this dmu. This is my experience from hunting last year. | hunt a lot
every weekend plus some week days. | did not see the deer this year as | have in the past.

15012 |t would be nice to know the number of license holders that request anterless tags for this unit as compared to
anterless permits for sale

15013 Why are there antlerless permits available for purchase but not issued free for landowners with over 40 acres in
chippewa county private?

15014 please do not implement new crossbow hunting restrictions, after removing them and encouraging hunters to
consider crossbows.

15015 Concerning car deer crashes with the large increase in the amount of traffic it is a miracle there is not a lot more
15016 Would still like to see all baiting banned before CWD hits county.

15017 Keep the quotas the same for next season.
18015
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

30 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
| live in this unit: 12
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 8
| hunt in this unit: 27
General interest in this unit: 5

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 27
Bow: 15
Crossbow: 11
Muzzleloader: 10

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 3
Average: 23.22
Maximum: 59

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

O 00~ U1 ON

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 1

Not too crowded: 9

Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 6
Somewhat crowded: 5

Very crowded: 3

Not applicable: 1

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 3
Fewer: 11
Same: 11
More: 5

Many More: 0

Unsure: 0

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 0

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High

9 10 7 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 0 13 8 8 1
Bonus Tags - Public land: 2 3 6 14 5 0

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 0 29 1
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 11 19 0

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.14
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.68
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.25
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.54
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.07
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 2.93
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 1.93
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.00
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.25
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.54
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.39
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17994 A couple observations from this past year. First the numbers were consistent with what we saw from previous

year on a leased property that adjoined the county forest in the southern section.(near Bob Lake) In 2016, with a

hunting party of 5 on 80 acres in good habitat we saw a total of 5 deer for the entire week of gun season on this
property. Two pairs of mom's with their fauns. This past year, we decided not to lease this property again
because of how bad the deer numbers were. But since we live close, we decided to bow hunt an area relatively
close (Firth Lake). Unfortunately we saw similar numbers. We grew so frustrated with deer numbers that we
decided to not hunt this section, even though we had a permanent stands (state forest land, north of 64). Again
this section is right next to the Chippewa County Forest and had plenty food sources near bye - both corn fields

and soy bean fields. The deer sign just isn't there as well. Frankly, it was not uncommon for us to walk significant

distance and never see a deer track. Getting sick of the area, we hunted public land in Dunn County (near Hay
Creak Wildlife area). Frankly hunting this area was night and day different. Both my dad and | saw more deer. |
passed on few small bucks (basket 8 pointers) and my dad had a big 10 that was just out of range. Point is,

comparing Chippewa County to Dunn County is not even close. | guess | am wondering why not make the area

that touches the county forest region a different section? Because giving private land owners doe tags, who have
property close to the state forest, is not going to help the situation with how low the numbers are. | do wish doe
tags were offered for the area around Pine Harbor woods in Chippewa County near Lake Wissota. There is a large

population of deer in this area.

17995 | believe the count of mortally wounded deer that are not recovered is grossly underestimated. Kids hunting at
too young of an age that cannot shoot well at all, and people hunting with crossbows who think there using a
rifle, are just some of my concerns. | am 46 yrs old and have been hunting since | was 12, my generation was
taught to hunt and utilize what we killed. The generations below me are being taught that they are entitled. By

handing doe tags to all our new hunters and telling them to just go ahead and shoot away. We are giving the next

generation of hunters the assumption that there’s a deer behind every tree, so no need to worry about making
ethical shots,and yes that goes for my generation of hunters too. My basis for these assumptions are the simple
fact that | find at least 3 - 4 deer carcasses in the woods every year that have been shot with arrows or bullets

and never recovered, as well as all the hunters | talk to that shot deer and couldn’t find them. With all being said |

don’t see near the amount of deer | did 20 yrs ago, but | do find a lot more dead ones in the woods ???? And as
far as the road kill counts, there’s wayyy more vehicles on the roads today and the deer have wayyy lower odds
of making it across one without incident

17996 Qur group hunts the Chippewa Cty. forest in the Bradley/Bog lakes area, and we have noticed a marked decline in
the total population of deer over the course of the last ten years. Of five hunters in our group, hunting anywhere

from 20 to 50 hours per hunter in that area throughout the season, there was one buck harvested, and sightings
of only 4 other animals. One fork buck, and the others being antlerless. The area is mostly comprised of mature
canopy forest, although some cutting had recently taken place in the northern and eastern sections of the area
we hunt. That activity may have contributed to the lower rates of deer contact experienced last season. But a

noticeable decline in animal sightings over the last decade leads me to believe that the amount of doe allowed to

be removed from that area throughout that time frame is a primary concern. | would like to see zero anterless
tags issued on public land for at least one, if not 2 or 3 more seasons. As the browse matures in the recently cut
areas, it should be able to sustain any modest increase in deer population over that time period. Continued
harvest of antlered deer in the area should help to offset the sustainability of the increasing herd size over the
next 2 -3 year time frame.
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17997 | have hunted the public forest lands of Chippewa county for over 40 years, and based at what | have seen the
deer population is at an all time low. | think that with the current predator population and the number of antler
less tags given out to the first time license holders/youth, that the deer population will remain at an all time low.
| think we need to go with no tags for at least one year maybe two to rebuild the herd. Secondly as | type this
note it is April 5th we are experiencing a moderate to severe winter, there were very few acorns last fall, and
some deer mortality due to starvation will occur. Fawn recruitment this spring will also be affected due to the
extended winter.

17998 |t looks like the youth permit will be valid based on the recommendation, but we don't know if the youth hunt
will be bigger this year because there is no longer a minimum hunting age. If more youth hunters take does in
the county forest, it could hurt the population. The public bonus tags may not matter if youth hunters are using
their tags in the county forest.

17999 Hunted 8 days with a group of 12 to 18 hunters and only saw 6 deer in that time. Deer numbers are still very low
in the county forest where we hunt. Would like to see no does shot in there for a year or two yet. We did
manage to harvest 4 bucks in our group last year. It is disheartening to make several drives a day and move no
deer.

18000 100 public land tags are a joke for working people if they are sold at 10 o'clock on a week day. Tags for this area
should be issued for the whole unit not public or private this unit is to small and many hunters do not respect the
boundary s . Many antlerless deer are shot on public land

18001 Still need more time for the heard to recover in this area. Little farm land, high predator numbers, fair amount of
hunting pressure, and a tougher winter have contributed to the lack of deer number in the county forest. No
public land doe tags please!

18002 While hunting over hundreds of hours this fall does were far and few between. The only time | had seen a doe
was when a buck a was chasing her. Deer numbers are low on public land and need a chance to recover.

18003 Maybe i shouldnt be complaining but last few years ive seen 3 bucks to every doe on public. Does are few and far
between. | recommend keeping it the same as last couple years and leaving public buck only.

18004 Too many doe tags have been given to individuals no one person should have six tags and fill them. Decrease
the number of doe tags per person. The population just is not there

18086
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

41 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 21
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 3
| hunt in this unit: 37
General interest in this unit: 8

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 34

Bow: 24
Crossbow: 14
Muzzleloader: 14

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 2
Average: 24.41
Maximum: 59

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:

Mostly Public Land:
Exclusively Public Land:
| did not hunt in this unit last year:

O O NN O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

2

3
2
1
2
0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

Many More:
Unsure:

8
5
9
13
6
0

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 6

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High
18 4 2

Much Too High

Unsure

0
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 5 3 16 6 11 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 4 25 4 3 2

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 7 29 5 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 6 31 4
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 13 26 2
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 3 35 3
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.25
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.82
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.25
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.68
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.02
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.05
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.48
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.65
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.05
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.60
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.40

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Clark, Central Farmland



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
-4 Recommendations - Spring 2018

Comments for Clark, Central Farmland

Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
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15018 After seeing local results of the crossbow hunt (along with advancements in crossbow technology) | feel the
season should be shortened significantly or reversed and not allowed for those that do not have a physical need.
| also feel the deer herd is out of balance (buck to doe ratio) and you are taking the wrong approach in trying to
correct it by harvesting more does. Harvesting more does IS NOT the solution. | believe (at least in the
northern 1/2 of Clark county) where | hunt the buck kill needs to be reduced. This can either be done with antler
point restrictions or only allowing hunters one buck. [ also believe eliminating the hunting age was a big
mistake. | am all for getting more youth hunters but | believe is irresposnble to not have an age restriction unless
only one gun is allowed between the youth and the mentor taking them.

15019 | farm 200 acres in the Clark Central Farmland and 400 acres in Wood and Marathon counties. | have had an
increasing amount of deer damage to my crops in resent the years in Clark County, township of Lynn, and
Marathon County, Town of Spencer. Particularly following the years of the wolf season that had taken place. It is
evident to me that the wolves had been dispersing the herds that were congregating on my crop fields in the
past. It doesn't appear that the wolf numbers have returned to pre-hunt levels. Deer numbering over 40 per
section(section being 50%wooded, 50% cropland) are becoming common again. These larger deer numbers are
found on private lands. More land owner education is most certainly needed to keep and maintain a healthier
deer population. | suspect my crop damage losses for 2018 will be in the neighborhood of $10,000.00.

15020 | would support a change to the crossbow season and having the season be much shorter than the vertical bow
season. The thought of introducing crossbows to get more people involved in the outdoors and hunting was a
good idea, but it backfired. Too many people are taking advantage of it and it’s going to be very harmful on deer
numbers in the future. | know too many people that have wounded deer with their crossbows by taking
nonethical shots and the deer not dying right away and instead dying later from infection (likely) of course this
happens with vertical bows and guns as well, but it just seems much more common the past couple of seasons
and the biggest reason | believe is the use of crossbows.

15021 | understand there will be an advisory question coming up for vote in the Conservation Congress county meetings
about possibly changing/shortening the length of the deer crossbow season. | am VERY MUCH against changing
the length of the current crosshow season; leave it as is!! Absolutely NO REASON to mess with a good thing.

The current crossbow season enables me to enjoy the woods just like archery used to. In this day and age of
declining hunter participation, we certainly don't need to limit any hunting season. Leave crossbow season just
like archery .... they should be EXACTLY the same.

15022 pertaining to all counties, not just Clark, | would like to see a restructured and reduced Crossbow season to more
appropriately align with buck harvest data from the Crossbow. There is no doubt that the ability to point, aim,
and pull a trigger with a greater effective kill range makes the Crossbow a more advanced killing weapon than
any Compound Vertical Bow in which you must time a draw cycle, possibly move to sit or stand, aim (after much
practice) and shoot in a reduced range.

15023 Deer populations in the area that used to be in the forestland zone have become too high. It will be interesting
to see how the free antlerless tag with each license impacts that. | think overall it will be more effective at
maintaining the population. However there will always be areas of private land where people will not shoot
nearly enough does no matter how many tags are made available. The opposite could probably be said for other
areas.
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15024 IN my opinion the DNR has been a disaster in handling the CWD issue. Little effort has been applied to stop the
spread of the disease. | have stopped eating venison because it is unfit for human consumption. If you think the
DNR budget is short of funds now wait until the entire herd is infected with the disease and nobody hunts for
deer. The DNR is ruining a billion Dollar industry for political purposes. Science does matter.

15025 Deer numbers seem to be declining. 3 1/2 year old deer are pretty much non existent. The Wisconsin heritage of
hunting is strong. Please don let it fade away by having not enough deer for our hunters to see. The landscape
can handle many more deer then we currently have. 15 years ago you were lucky to get a doe tag and we had
more deer then we do today. Now everyone gets one and smokes the first fawn that walks by.

15026 | believe we need to explore the shorter crossbow season, | believe it's doing a lot of harm to the deer herd in
Clark County. | also think we should explore the possibility of adding Antler Restrictions as well, it would be a
great opportunity to improve the overall age class and health of the deer in Clark County.

15027 not real sure on if this is the right zone but i feel that with the 1 free tags it is necessary to sell tags if you already
have one. And i agree with the one free tag the deer population rebounds a lot quicker then many other areas in
the state and it is necessary to keep a good buck to doe ratio.

15028 | would support issuing two free antlerless tags per license instead of selling $12.00 bonus tags. If people have
the extra tags in hand they are more likely to use them and this unit has not been able to stabilize the herd by
selling bonus tags alone the past 3 seasons.

15029 | hunt a lot of Clark county forest land and it's seem like there logging off all the oaks deer love acorns as a food
source along with other wildlife it shouldn't be about the money they make from the logs

15030 | wish they do doe tags like they did back in the 90's send in for it in spring and get license in July. Buck only no
extra doe tags

15031 Agree with maintaining Deer population. Do not see the need to offer large increase of bonus antlerless tags on
private land.

15032 There is a healthy deer herd in this Zone, and it must be kept in balance with the habitat and social issues.

15033 Very glad from the boundary change. Would like to see 2 tags given for each license in the future however.
15034 N/a

18016

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Clark, Central Farmland



m
WSCONSIN

DEFT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

Clark, Central Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

93 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 16
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 20
| hunt in this unit: 88
General interest in this unit: 10

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 84

Bow: 55
Crossbow: 36
Muzzleloader: 24

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 23.02
Maximum: 55

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 34

Mostly Private Land: 12
Public and Private Land About Equally: 13
Mostly Public Land: 12
Exclusively Public Land: 17
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 1
Not too crowded: 15
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 13
Somewhat crowded: 10
Very crowded: 15
Not applicable: 0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.
6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 12
Fewer: 32
Same: 21
More: 16
Many More: 7
Unsure: 5

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 8

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

Too low

About Right Too High Much Too High

34 17 19 3

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 7 21 28 16 18 3
Bonus Tags - Public land: 7 8 19 27 28 4

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: Not applicable in this DMU
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 45 40 8

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.79
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.90
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.44
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.33
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.27
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.27
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.12
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.17
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.54
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.17
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.50
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15035 |n areas with high wolf and bear numbers, the deer herd simply cannot recover. we have had 3 and now 4 easy
winters and the deer population still struggles. The hunter is being screwed at the expense of the wolf, bear
bobcat and whatever else is out there. No longer can the hunter in the central forest enjoy some venison and
help the deer herd at the same time. No, we have to take the back seat to the damn wolves. The public hunting
grounds are bare of hunters compared to years back. Hunters will hunt where there are deer. There are so few in
the central forests of Clark County that hunters no longer come here. landowners in some areas have to take low
offers because there aren't deer on there properties or general area. Easy winters aren't going to solve this
problem as the ever growing number of wolves and bear just keep eating the surplus. Hunters are getting the
shaft. When the DNR had the chance to make a real dent in the wolf populations they failed miserably. Truth is
they don't want the wolf population to be at the minimum of 350. no they want it high so they can make money
on an annual wolf hunting season. all at the expense of the beautiful whitetail and the hunters who pursue.
wouldn't it be nice cdac members if you could say with enthusiasm that you had to issue a record number of doe
tags because the population was exploding? well those days are forever gone. each year you will have to grit your
teeth and fight over whether you should increase the public lands tags by 50 or 75 instead of thousands. how
pathetic is that.

15036 Don't care about someone's back yard plants if you live in deer country, put up barriers. | have seen 50 plus deer
in late 70s over the opening weekend there never was a problem with food/over browsing. Earn a Buck was the
most insane decision made in deer management the herd in the public forest died. Dr James Kroll said the same
thing. Clark County Forest, Foresters and wildlife biologists have done a great job monitoring their resources just
wish the state would do the same and make better decisions on the low deer numbers. I'm originally from Wi
but lived in Alaska for 15 years as Law Enforcement. | would come home every two years to visit and hunt and |
would say 2002 was the last best year. | know what wolves can do and one weekend | saw two around County |
and Abbott Ranch where | hunt | believe they have driven out the deer because not seeing deer is why. Last note
of interest is that my family first started hunting deer in that area in 1961. | am the last to hunt along with my
Army friend from Pennsylvania. The stories that my father, Grandfather, uncles was so interesting to me that |
have a personal draw to those woods that | can walk and hunt right where my Grandfather hunted. Thanks for
your time JL Chief of Police

15037 You have to find a way to separate private land from public land. | have 300 plus acres of land in the Central
Forest zone and didn't even get a permit for a doe because | wasn't available that day the tags came available.
We manage our own herd on our combined 600 acres of land and don't even have a doe tag but I'm sure we have
in the neighborhood of 50 - 80 does and fawns on that amount of land and possibly more at different times of
the year and we only harvest about 6 - 8 does per year. We need to get these numbers more in control but our
neighbor helps with that as he gets AG TAGS. Last year | heard that he was given 25 AG TAGS to give to whom
ever he likes to so that the number of deer entering his fields can be eliminated. He raises beef but hates deer.
Sad deal. Long story short is that the private land owners manage their herds and the public land slaughters
theirs. | know its hard but in this Central Forest area that we are stuck in doesn't have the same problem that you
are trying to manage. | agree that the county land has lower deer count but your private land owners are getting
too many deer built up in them because of the low number of antlerless harvest tags.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Clark, Central Forest



=

-4 Recommendations - Spring 2018

i&/“/ Public Input on CDAC Preliminary

15038 | took this survey just to submit a comment that has nothing to do with quotas but rather with back tags. 1 am a
woman, sole landowner of 104 acres, and have been hunting for 34 years. Once you did away with back tags, |
began feeling less safe because | have no way of identifying any possible trespassers. As it stands now, if | see a
trespasser | should call the sheriff. If one ever comes out and I'm asked to describe who | saw, | could probably
only say they are wearing blaze orange and is carrying a rifle. Period! Because there were back tags at one point,
the trespasser that killed the hunting party some years ago was able to be identified because one of the hunters
was able to scratch out the tag # in the dirt before he died!!! I'll be very happy to pay more for my license just to
have back tags brought back!!!! | want to be able to identify anyone that comes on my land. | want to feel as
safe as possible again!!!

15039 Gun hunted 2016, days 7 Total. Seen 0 Deer. In 2017, hunted 5 days, seen 0 Deer. Early bow season hunted allot.
Seen 5 two of which where bucks. let them go. When the Governor change the hunting age, he actually turned
you people into nothing more than a punching bag. When | was a kid it Took 4 hunters to get 1 Doe kill tag. We
still seen Deer almost every day in the woods. Now YOU people give free Doe tags away and Promote killing , not
hunting. We Hunter's love to hunt because we see animals, isn't about killing it's about hunting. Kid's are given
free tags to kill and in there eye's this is what they see. When they enter Adult hood in there minds it'll still about
killing. Not hunting. I've scouted and shined Deer in feilds years ago and seen large numbers of deer, not
anymore.

15040 | believe that the way in which bonus antlerless tags are purchased is unfair. The time and structure of this
system seems to advantage those who are allowed access to a computer during standard working hours. | know
this because | am one of those who is advantaged due to the position | hold at my job, which allows me to access
a computer and get in "virtual line" without fear of disciplinary action from my employer. | believe that the blue
collar worker should not be disadvantaged in obtaining a bonus antlerless permit, as they are the backbone of
the hunting community. | would recommend a lottery system similar to the turkey application process.

15041 I’d encourage the DNR to remember landowners in the Central Forest Land should have a proportionality higher
number of opportunities to harvest a deer in their tax based private land than those who recreate on county
owned lands. I’'m not for reducing opportunities to those who can’t afford land, but those who do pay taxes and
often have run ins with trespassers ought to be remembered as well. Bottom line, everyone wants more deer
numbers and getting back to sensible management will ensure that happens. The next time someone considers T
zone seasons and unlimited they ought to be castrated themselves.

15042 | have lived on this 80 acres for the past 18 years and have seen a pretty steady deer population. | believe the
current herd is pretty well balanced considering the crop damage, car damage and tourism impact that the
quotas have. We need to allow the youth to harvest a anterless animal so they build the interest and enthusiasm
to develop the passion for the family traditions of deer hunting We have developed that family traditions on our
land with three generations hunting on our 80 acres. Myself (70 yrs) 2 Sons (43,34,) and 3 grandsons (18,13,11) A
GREAT FAMILY TRADITION. THANKS |

15043 | have hunted in Clark County for 18 years and my family since 1939. My father quit hunting because the number
of deer in Clark County has gone down to the point we will be lucky to see one deer during the opening weekend
of Gun season. In the past 5 years | have thought about leaving clark county a tradition started 79 years ago. Now
| think something needs to be done. Don't you?

15044 We need to do something about the wolf population in this area. | know the dnt does not believe the real
number that we are seeing out in the field and Forrest, but something needs to be done in order to get deer
population up. Maybe implement 1 buck tag either bow or rifle or a 4 point minimum for adults and open to any
antlered deer for youth and disabled hunt.
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15045 | won't be able to attend the CDAC meeting for the Clark County Central Forest region in Loyal, Wl on April
19th. My recommendation would be to keep the crossbow season as it is - the same as the verticle bow
season. | hunt with both archery equipment and | am using the crossbow more now due to getting older and it
being easier to handle. Thank you.

15046 |n 51 years of hunting this area | have never seen so few deer or lack of deer sign. | hunt with my family which
makes us a group of 18 hunters with the kids. We make several drives in this area and last year seen less than 1
deer per drive on the average and only 2 bucks. | just can't believe what has happened to the deer herd in the
county forest!

15047 | strongly think that the DNR should go back to registering deer at a station. Chg $5.00 with 3 going to the
check in station and $2.00 to the dnr. Also the zone should be like they were, smaller areas witch give dnr a
better handle on where antlerless deer may be harvested. No licence issued unless person has hunter safety..

15048 | you saw i have hunted this area for about 45 years now--I have never sen fewer deer in this area ! | have stated
my dis satisfaction with this board in the past only to be ignored, | expect the same again this year ! If | did not
own hunting land in this unit i would have moved a long time ago

15049 The deer management in this unit is great for the population of deer. The most in most concern | saw in the past
THREE YEARS are the three been cutting off too much and still continue to cut. Is there anyway they can stop
cutting trees so we can have more shelter for deer in public land?

15050 | would like to see the boundaries change along Hwy 73. Most of the acreage just west of 73 is farmland. | hunt
on 165acres of which 130 acres is crops. | would like to see farmland permits be issued for land that exceed 100
acres of crops regardless if it is forest or farmlang.

15051 | think we should go back to the days of a draw type for an antlerless deer. This way the deep population will go
up, hunters will be happy which will increase the amount of hunters and revenue for the DNR. | also feel there
should be more done to manage the wolf population.

15052 We are seeing many deer in the southeast part of the county. We hear very few shots opening day of gun.thebow
season was very poor with very deer seen.the rut was terriblewith very few sightings.there was not much deer
sign .keep the doe permits down and stop the baiting..

15053 | strongly believe there should be some type of antler restrictions statewide. There are still too many immature
bucks being harvested. On my property we will see probably 15 or 20 does per buck. Rarely do we see a buck
with 8 points or better.

15054 STOP GIVING OUT SO MANY DOE TAGS!- its that simple. We see SO few deer in the public forest areas,- and you
have set an objective of increasing the herd,- so WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO GIVE OUT DOE TAGS??- in a variety
of methods???

15055 We live right on the edge of County Forest Land, so our section is Forest Land which we do not think is fair. We
do not hunt in the county land and feel that we are being penalized that we can never get bonus tags for our area.

15056 The deer population in this unit has rebound very well and continued growth in the herd will start to lead to
adverse impacts on other plants and animals unless a more moderate approach to herd growth is considered.

15057 Whole family has hunted in Clark county last fifty years. Deer population is so low that in the last four years of
hunting there, | have seen three total deer. Doe tags need to decrease a lot more for a few years.

15058 get rid of baiting & feeding permanently. It has caused deer to go nocturnal and not move at all during daylight
hours. This is one of the main reasons that hardly any deer are seen during daylight hunting hours.

15059 Would like to see an increase in bonus antlerless tags in public land. And a hunter can purchase up to two
antlerless tags at a time providing if the hunter is hunting during both the archery and gun season.
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15060 To many seasons and tags handed out. Now you have the compound now hunters blaming crossbow hunters for
the deer decline. | think the DNR dosent do as good as job needed to manage the deer herd.

15061 NO MORE PERMITS!!! Any clearer for you???? Let this herd increase we can adjust at a future date we get a bad
winter kill and there goes any semblance of regaining the historical deer herd

15062 The Amish continue to shoot deer all year long in this unit. Nothing is done about this problem. They take way to
many does and fawns out of this unit year after year.

15063 | live right on the border of the forest and farmland zone and believe that it should be restructured in the
neillsville area.

15064 | would like youth to have chance for anterless. The bonus anterless tags no! allow 1 anterless tag per license
only.

15065 Only one 16 day season, one deer either sex per person to be taken with gun, bow, or cross bow - the hunter's
choice.

15066 |t is very difficult to have an opinion on number of permits until winter survival numbers are published.
15068 | think for tags every one should only get one tag and there is no bonus tag or even a early hunt

15067 Think about going to an 8 point or larger buck harvest minimum, the hunting would improve greatly
15069 we need to get the deer back in this unit just keep it low for two years and they will be there

15070 The continued population growth in this unit has been very noticeable.

15071 consider that every doe taken is at least 2 less deer next season

15072 Not enough deer

15073 Amish poaching
15074 N/a

18017
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

107 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 59
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 24
| hunt in this unit: 91
General interest in this unit: 24

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 89

Bow: 53
Crossbow: 36
Muzzleloader: 30

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 23.09
Maximum: 62

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 57

Mostly Private Land: 11
Public and Private Land About Equally: 6
Mostly Public Land: 8
Exclusively Public Land: 9
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 8

Not too crowded: 4
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 8
Somewhat crowded: 12
Very crowded:
Not applicable:

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 18
Fewer: 28
Same: 40
More: 11

Many More: 7

Unsure: 3

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 1

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High

43 25 25 2

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 4 35 33 28 4
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 2 45 18 28 10

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 9 55 42 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 48 54 4
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 49 51 5
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 10 90 6
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.08
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.96
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.40
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.68
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.20
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 2.99
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.25
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.42
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.18
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.42
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.28
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15075 Shorten the bow season/crossbow Oct 1 through second Sunday in December. Only allow one buck per weapon.
Allow any weapon during the rut. | border public land and pick up multiple mortally wounded arrow shot deer
every year on my private land. For every bow registered deer counted add one more to the total kill because of
wounded deer. Bow hunting needlessly wastes game. | crossbow and bow hunt. Everyone should be allowed to
hunt during the rut regardless of weapon. As long as a quota is set on the amount of bucks/ does, it shouldn't
make a difference who hunts with what. The current rules are set on greed for antlers. Take away antlers and
nobody would give a crap about seasons or weapons. Rules should be based on deer numbers not weapon used.
There is inequality in separating weapons. We are hunters as one. Separating groups and giving others different
rights causes conflict. Just allow a certain number of deer to be harvested each year. K.I.S.S. Equal rights, guns,
bows, crossbows.

15076 Recommend listing how many people responded to hunting in Columbia County to get an estimate of how many
tags potentially could be used in Columbia County. Recommend sharing the amount of car/deer accidents
reported for the last 10+ years to see trends. Do you know what percent of the hunters in Columbia County are
successful? | feel 4+ months of deer hunting is plenty and it does not need to extend into the New Year's
holiday so | am against a holiday hunt and a hunt through the end of January. At that time of the year, the deer
are stressed from the colder weather and lack of food. The doe are also near mid term. | feel selling the extra
tags is only a way for the DNR to increase revenue where many people already have 4 tags. We are trying to get
more youth interested in hunting but it is difficult when they sit for hours and sometimes days without seeing a
deer let alone having a chance to harvest a deer. Decreasing the deer herd will not help this situation.

15077 Last year | hunted all 9 days of the gun deer season in Columbia county, all on private land. | saw two deer that |
jumped out of beds in a marshy area on the last day of the season. My daughter and brother didn't see a single
deer the entire season. Deer hunting is very important to my family and is a time for all of us to come together
to enjoy the time. It is pretty hard to enjoy it when you are not seeing any deer. At mud lake | heard two shots
opening day and use to hear dozens every year up till a few years ago. | hunt 4 different properties and spoke
with many outdoors man and women and no one was seeing anything and shots being heard were very scarce. |
have taken my grandsons out with me the last two years and they have not seen a deer as of yet. So it is pretty
hard to get the younger generation involved with hunting and outdoors when no one is seeing any game.

15078 Deer population in different habitats in Columbia County vary. Some areas are way over population goals, other
areas (southern parts of the county) have much fewer deer. Thus having many antlerless tags available county
wide impacts the population in the area with few deer as well as areas that are over population goals. We need
to thin the herd in some areas and not harvest too many in the thinly populated areas. This needs to change.
Columbia County needs to be divided in to at least 2 management areas with separate quotas. We can not
reduce the growing herd size in the part of the county that is over goal under the current season and DMU
structure. Most hunters do not want EAB or antlerless only hunts but, it may be the only way to reduce the herd
in the overpopulated areas. Antlerless tags go unused as many hunters only pursue bucks unless forced to Earn A
Buck Tag.
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15079 | hunt on private land and want to bait in order to see more deer, | hunt generally on weekends and a limited
amount of time to hunt. Others who might live in the county or hunt over agr. land or food plots have better luck
in seeing deer, which is the objective. Even if | can not shoot at one if | see them my hunt is successful. Hunter
are allow to bait all over the US but we have been blocked and it makes me not want to hunt. | would be OK with
some limits on baiting a bucket for example but other wise | sit and see nothing and | know How to hunt. If the
deer are not in the area | spend most of my weekend stairing at the ground. We have lots of coyotes in the area
and they drive the balance out of the area. thanks,

15080 Firstly, the advisory board for Columbia County are 'meat hunters'. They do not listen to the public and vote on
the issues to assure their freezers get full. Secondly.....ag tags....shooting pregnant does in the spring. Animal
activists would have field day with this. We all have some animal damage.....but it is only the deer that are to
blame. A neighbor who is shooting does, brags about cutting the does open only to witness unborn fawns
gasping for their last breathe. This is what the DNR is proposing. How about the turkey hunters in camo, being
in the woods when high powered rifles are used filling ag tags. | thought we had educated people in the DNR.

15081 | am encouraged by the goal of "decreasing" the deer herd in the unit. However, the proposed policies vary only
slightly--or will result in only a marginal increase in the antlerless harvest--meaning a reasonable likelihood that
the population will in fact increase rather than decrease, especially given the low--or no--winter mortality.
Sooner or later policy-makers will need to institute antlerless-only season format, especially if controlling CWD
spread is in fact a priority, in order to effectuate and ACTUAL decrease in the population as opposed to a
theoretical one. The disconnect between the goal and the recommended policies is quite apparent.

15082 Should give out a bonus buck tag for harvesting a doe, then hunters would have incentive to shoot does. You
won’t get them to shoot more does without incentive. You will also see a decrease in does harvested if shorten
the crossbow season. I’'m 50 and have arm problems, but won't likely qualify for disabled. Can’t hold Draw due
to nerve pain. Also can’t practice, that is why | use crossbow. | shoot a doe every year. Sometimes a buck as
well. Same as | used to with vertical bow, deer harvest will drop if shorten crossbow season. NRB is biased
against crossbows for some reason. The average age of crossbow hunter in Wi is 50 yrs old.

15083 Thank you to all that give their time volunteering. | was totally surprised when | saw that we did not have a
holiday hunt in Col Co. last year. It would be great if there was an article advertising changes. | was satisfied with
status quo. In cases like that, people don't necessarily keep track of cdac. Only the people who want change are
contacting and actively campaigning for their agenda. It seems that you see from a very skewed group of
interested parties. | only pursued this because we lost the Holiday Hunt last year.

15084 | would just like to quickly express my opinion in regards to the heated subject of crossbows. | was a bow hunter
many years ago and had to give it up because | have a shoulder that cannot withstand the amount of practice
that should be taken to be a responsible hunter. So, when the new laws allowed me to use a crossbow | went and
immediately purchased one, so | could once again enjoy the fall hunt. If that law changes again or the season is
changed because of the purists' then | will once again stop "bow" hunting.

15085 the number of deer i saw this year increased because in the town of Lewiston we got hit VERY hard with EHD in
2016. so i expected to see better levels. The numbers we saw last year, were still lower than what i have seen
over the 8 years i have owned property here. i understand you cannot get an accurate number, but the mortality
factor was not accounted for in any of the numbers so i think this has to be in the back of everyone's mind when
considering how many deer died(due to hunter mortality and/or EHD).

15086 No Holiday hunt - end it - NOW. Why is the Dnr running the meeting and that young Dnr guy was not the best but
ok. Why was young Bill sitting by us ? Only two of the members seem to have a clue that others exist out there
than themselves. No one listens to us so why do we want to come ? Young Bill said Monday night after meeting
at HS that you fired him. Why ? He the one person who tried to get others to here us. Dnr and members do not
listen to anyone but themselves now. Very sad times.
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15087 | support the continued use of SCIENCE in driving these decisions. Yes, seeing deer is great, but | also understand
the importance of a healthy herd and the ecology that supports both deer and other wildlife as well as the
economy. It is a balance with solutions that not everyone will support, but it should be done with health of the
wildlife and environment in the forefront, not how many deer hunters report around the bar (I do the same, but
anecdotal evidence isn't science driven).

15088 |f you want to reduce the deer herd charging for extra antlers permits will not help. Maybe pulling together land
owners in areas that are over populated with deer and discuss with them why you feel the herd is to large and
ask them for advice as to how to lower the population. | farmers are not willing to help reduce the herd than
they should not get federal/state funding for crop damage. | know there are crop damage tags but | think that
program gets taken advantage of.

15089 Continue to allow crossbow use during the archery season. My father & | share a crossbow. If that option goes
away we will not buy archery licences. Also the Holiday Hunt affects how soon snowmobile trails can open. That
sport has suffered enough. If we have snow in December the snowmobile trails need to open. Nobody hunts the
Holiday Hunt anyway. It also puts a damper on late season bow hunting. Thank you!

15090 There are too many deer causing too much damage. Since | live and farm in the area, | must feed and tolerate this
overpopulation without any restitution or hope thereof. Majority of so called "sportsmen" will not shoot doe
because it is not manly and also they think more doe will increase the population even more in successive years.
Self serving and clueless

15091 Most CDAC members opinionate based on personal human interest. Most of these individuals are concerned
about their own hunting opportunities on private or leased land. They show low regard and distain for any
consideration of habitat or ecological balance, and no knowledge of public trust doctrine.

15092 |t would be helpful if DNR would actually take action against known manipulators of the deer population who
have been reported over several years to ensure an equal and fair opportunity to hunt private land adjacent to
these known lawbreakers. | follow hunting regulations, so should my neighbors.

15093 |s there, or should there be, an incentive for allowing hunters to utilize private property to harvest deer? i.e
: Rebate on Patron license holders of private property - Reduction of herd - Potential of recruitment of "new"
hunters - Mentoring

15094 | wouldn't mind having to pay for antlerless tags. It supports the dnr funding that way. Why give people all those
antlerless tags for free? Some folks shoot em just because you gave them free tags. I'd buy them and shoot them
because | love eating venison!

15095 | believe herd numbers around me have increased within last 3 years. I'm contributing to that as | only take a
buck. Really depends on genes of animal. If there is a weaker not as solid buck, I'll harvest from herd. | have seen
better animals as of late.

15096 | won't be able to make the April meeting..but please don't change or take away the crossbow season it gets
more woman and children involved in hunting who otherwise wouldn't be.l don't believe it has any negative
effects on the deer population.

15097 1..Change crossbow to the way it was. Doctors orders only.. but change the age to 55 an older for using with out
doctors order.. 2..seen less deer this yr. But you want to kill more deer. Hmm. Strange. Public land sucks.

15098 You keep giving out all these tags yet the harvest doesn't support it. 300 does on public land yet you want to sell
1000 bonus tags? How is that justified. No one wants all these seasons. Not real hunters anyway.

15100 With a 1.5 to 1 harvest ratio between private and public why would you propose a 3 to 1 in favor of private? How
about something for hunters that hunt public land being able to leave tree stands up over night?
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15099 Columbia county's deer management is a joke. Kill off everything in the hopes of stopping CWD. Most dont see
anything now unless on private land and that's even iffy. Leave it alone and regrow the population.

15101 Holidsy hunt and hunting til end of January is stupid. | can't go snowmobiling when we do have snow. Can't use
public too many deer hunters. Too many seasons and no one uses them except the slobs

15102 Extend the 9 day hunt in November to a 16 day hunt. This is for those who have full-time jobs and can't get extra
days or the week off. For example; | can only hunt two days in those 9 usually.

15103 WISCONSIN NEEDS TO INVESTIGATE AND IMPLEMENT A MINIMUM ANTLER SIZE/ DEER AGE FOR BUCK AND DOE
HARVEST. IF YOU INSIST ON KILLING ANTLER LESS DEER MAKE SURE THEY ARE NOT FAWNS.

15104 Would like to see the cross-bow season adjusted to coincide with other shoulder fired weapons such as the rifle
and muzzle loader seasons and removed from the bow season.

15105 It might make a difference if | understood how deer are counted. Also when public meetings are held they are
usually when | am unable to attend because of work.

15106 Qverall, | feel that the deer herd structure was good in the past year and that the CDAC's recommendations for
2018 were well thought out and valid.

15107 The difficulty is that deer are heterogeneously distributed on the landscape. So high numbers in one location are
not necessarily high in another.

15108 What about tourism? By extending the season for a few hunters you have the potential to kill tourism with the
not being able to snowmobile.

15109 Too many coyotes. Wolves encroaching on the area need to be shot. FN useless dogs. DNR/BLM budgets should
be cut! AB 411! 4th Amendment!

15110 Please offer the holiday hunt again. As a gun hunter, | appreciate the opportunity to hunt more.
15111 We don't need a Holiday Hunt. The number of deer has decreased in our hunting area.

15112 keep crossbow season as it has been | own my own property and semi retired

15113 | think you should bring back the holiday hunt that is buck or doe.

15114 Change the Holiday hunt to allow antlered deer harvest.

15115 | have seen and heard more wolves in my area than ever.

15116 | appreciate the work of the Columbia County CDAC.

15117 Raise out of state hunting license.

15118 Utilize the Holiday Hunt!
18018
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Crawford, Southern Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

67 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 20
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 11
| hunt in this unit: 61
General interest in this unit: 11

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 57

Bow: 41
Crossbow: 25
Muzzleloader: 21

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 15.25
Maximum: 56

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:
Mostly Private Land:
Public and Private Land About Equally:

Mostly Public Land:
Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:

Not too crowded:

Neither crowded nor un-crowded:
Somewhat crowded:

Very crowded:

Not applicable:

7

9
3
1
2
0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer:
Fewer:
Same:
More:

13
18
28
5

Many More: 2

Unsure: 1

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 0

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High
28 25 5

Much Too High

Unsure

3
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 2 23 28 10 4
Bonus Tags - Public land: 6 15 38 0 0 8

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 2 32 31 2
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 24 39 4
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 30 34 3
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 5 57 5
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 1.96
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.34
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.07
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.60
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.13
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.25
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.13
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.16
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.13
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.73
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.30
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15119 | understand that in our unit we would like to maintain The overall health of herd, land etc... we need to reduce
the number on the landscape. but i do not feel this will be accomplished by extending the bow hunt further into
january. The weather is one key aspect to consider as the weather gets cooler i feel less people will be in the
woods to harvest a deer. The deer that will be harvested could be bucks who have shed antlers early. also i have
spoken to numerous land owerners and they also feel that if the season gets extended they will let the
snowmobile clubs know that they will close land until after the purposed deer season. my suggestion would be if
the goal is to extend the season why can't we just start the season Sept 1st every year and run it thorugh Dec
31? that way we have added to the season but have done it when the weather is much nicer and then you also
get more people in the woods as that would include another holiday when people could be off work (Labor day)
to enjoy the great outdoors. thank you

15120 |n my opinion the Holiday Hunt makes no sense at all. Most antlerless deer would get harvested when hunters
would have to shoot them. Most of the hunters | spoke to waited until late season to harvest those does. As a
avid archery hunter, you are taking away my opportunities to harvest a buck. How many antlerless deer were
actually harvested during the Holiday Hunt? Is it really worth making many, many archery folks upset that they
can't harvest a buck than to have more antlerless killed? | really think you have this wrong! | would be willing to
bet the antlerless harvest would be higher in the regular 9 day season if there was no Holiday Hunt. They will
shoot those deer when they have too!

15121 | think the non resident tag should be good for only one deer, buck or doe, unless they are a tax paying
landowner in WI. Also with no option for buying additional antlerless tags for non residents. Its not an issue
where | hunt but for others | know it seems unfair for a resident's neighbor to invite his 10 cousins from out of
state and allow them multiple tags. | know land owners don't "own" the deer but as residents we all technically
own the state's deer and should limit the impact of out of state hunters on our population. We shouldn't consider
the tourism dollars as resident hunters in Wl spend PLENTY on their hunting. Thank you

15122 There are far too many anterless permits. Especially when one considers how many people now skip
registrations. Kill totals are higher than reported. To think that this is not true would be naive. One person can
buy a permit for the young children and toddlers and then legally kill 6, 9, or even 12 deer. Couple that with the
fact that it will be nearly impossible for the DNR to ever catch someone who kills and self processes a deer taken
on private property, and | think we will see deer numbers decline because far more deer are taken than the DNR
can possibly know.

15123 We must go back to a registration check station .People are lazy and cheating count is way off .Plus many hunters
miss the chance to see and talk about the hunt.This keeps deer as a trophy not just a kill.If its cost raise license
we have the lowest non resident license in the country.Please consider a muzzle loader season with an opening
day instead of a holliday hunt like DEC 26 threw jan 1.People are hunted out now but if given a break with a new
opening day more would hunt and you would get a larger doe harvest.

15124 | think crossbows should have the same season as compound bows. | think more people are getting into the
woods and trying too hunt due to crossbows. more women and younger kids may have a hard time pulling a bow
back. Also they are not that big of an advantage, you still have to be in the right place and get them within 40-50
yards, the same distance most bow hunters will try to make a shot from. | think it’s all about people trying to
harvest the animal the best way they feel comfortable doing so.
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15125 Deer numbers appear to be relatively healthy and the individual deer observed in the county appear healthy. |
agree with the recommendation to maintain the number of deer in Crawford county. My answers to these
questions are heavily influenced by my opinion that the deer herd should be managed at a level that will sustain
the available habitat. The deer management goal in any Deer Management Unit should be based on the carrying
capacity of the available habitat.

15126 there are too many days set up for fire arms seasons. late season deer are mostly nocturnal ,i believe, because of
it. muzzle loaders should be included in the regular firearms season. i don't see enough deer in my area to
warrant an extra antlerless season . i rarely here any shooting that week. i think crossbows are too efficient for a
long season [except for older/disabled hunters. thank you.

15127 | see about as many coyotes in the fall as | do deer! Fawn recruitement is low. In my observation | would say for
every 10 does there are 13 fawns. Of those fawns 70percent of them are buck fawns. Doe fawn recruitment in
my area is very low. My family owns 200 hundred acres, and we run 5 trail cameras. So | have a very good idea on
the deer and coyote numbers for our property.

15128 Deer numbers appeared excessively high in late March 2018 in ag production fields. | feel extending antlerless
bow/Xbow season until 1/31/2019 will be helpful. | understand the reasons for no antlered deer harvesting
during the holiday hunt, but if bow/xbow hunters were allowed to harvest antlered deer in this period we would
see an increase in bow hunter participation.

15129 Qverall, well done. | think Crawford County is well managed overall. Great hunting experience and I'm excited
about the upcoming season. I've been hunting over 30 years and it's been the best I've seen since leaving Forest
County. Thanks for your fantastic work with the DNR and deer management.

15130 | believe giving out two antlerless tags for each license for public land was way too high. Crawford county has
very limited public land that receives very high pressure for gun hunting and moderate pressure for bow hunting.
Too many does are harvested off of public land compared to private land when looking at how many acres of
each are available in the county.

15131 As stated earlier, | have been hunting in Crawford Co. for 56+ yrs. | certainly enjoy seeing & hunting more now
than years ago. | remember when we would be in the woods for 7-10 days and maybe see a couple of deer. |
appreciate all the DNR and other groups have done over the years to provide good wildlife management.

15132 Would like your consideration to not implement a separate cross bow season. We could not fill last year’s tags for
doe harvest. Recommendations are for 2 tags again this fall. Would assume 2 tags for gun as well. Why not have a
longer gun season to harvest more deer like your consideration of a longer Holiday hunt.

15133 | would support one season of no buck hunting. In 20 years of hunting Crawford County this was the worst season
seeing deer. On deer in legal shooting hours in 14 days of firearm hunting. | don't think | should be promised a
deer but | should have a least a chance at one, that is all | ask.

15134 |t's virtually impossible to regenerate oaks with this many deer, plus CWD is now established in the county.
Please keep providing maximum opportunity for landowners to achieve harvest levels necessary to work towards
habitat restoration and disease management goals. Thank you

15135 Just wanted to clarify.... 2800 bonus tags for private land.... and 0 for public hunting? Maybe | read it wrong. Also
why not go back to state wide buck/doe tag instead of county specific or even public over private land. If you
want to clear up CWD maybe this would help...?

15136 Please get rid of the Holiday Hunt and do not extend the archery season until January 31st. Hardly anyone hunts
during the Holiday Hunt. The deer have been hunted since the middle of September. They need a break. The
archery season should end December 31st like it used to.
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15137 |ssue 2 tags with each gun and bow can give an individual 4 tags so this may be why very few are willing to buy
additional tags. Land owners control how many deer there are in this county more than anything else. There is a
real problem with unreported harvests.

15138 The 2017 gun deer season was during a weird weather pattern. | think the seasons and tags are working but we
have had unlucky weather during gun season the last few years and that is skewing hunters perspective on the
number of deer.

15139 Please offer some public land bonus anterless tags. These could be used by hunters like me who buy their
primary tags in a different county, but also want to hunt in Crawford County public land.

15140 The cross bow season needs to be significantly reduced. They have a tremendous advantage on the ordinary
bow hunter and near the effectiveness of a rifle. It is ridiculous

15141 | would be in favor of an anterless only holiday gun hunt with the ability to harvest either sex with a
bow/crossbow during that same time frame.

15142 Having no minimum hunting age is ridiculous. Dangerous to us all and just an excuse for jerks to game the system.
15143 TO THE TROPHY HUNTER must harvest adult doe to preserve the genetic integrity of the herd.

15144 Encourage testing for CWD. Please make the process easy and responsive to hunters

15145 | very rarely see fawns with mature does! Predators?

15146 CWD needs to be managed.

15147 No holiday hunt 2018.
18019
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

127 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 94
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 28
| hunt in this unit: 83
General interest in this unit: 29

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 74

Bow: 48
Crossbow: 32
Muzzleloader: 30

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 23.66
Maximum: 53

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 50

Mostly Private Land: 20
Public and Private Land About Equally: 6
Mostly Public Land: 2
Exclusively Public Land: 5
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 5
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

Very crowded:

9

9

Somewhat crowded: 5
2

Not applicable: 3

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 17
Fewer: 26
Same: 50
More: 23

Many More: 7

Unsure: 4

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 6

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High
57 23 14 7

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 7 21 53 21 15 9
Bonus Tags - Public land: 9 22 49 19 11 16
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 18 26 51 2 2 27
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 17 27 50 2 2 28

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 41 70 9 6
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 35 61 9 21

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 48 73 5
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 55 58 9
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 15 103 8
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.42
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 2.11
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.66
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.95
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 2.98
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 2.85
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.70
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.62
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.45
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.33
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.59
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Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

15148 As stated in my response, | am primarily a public land compound bowhunter. | believe that things need to change
in regards to the crossbow season, at least on public land. | love strapping on my treestand and all my other gear
and having a difficult walk way to the back of public land. However, it disgusts me now that crossbow hunters can
simply grab their crossbow and easily walk as far as they want and sit down next to a tree and have a realistic
chance of killing a nice deer at 50 yards away. Deer hunter numbers haven't gone up with the addition of
crossbow hunting, however buck kills have gone up. | understand that they serve a purpose in CWD areas to
lower deer numbers, however | don't believe the public lands are the lands that have the high deer numbers that
make the spread more easily, rather its the private lands where people choose to not shoot anything. | am in
support of drastically limiting crossbow season to a few week early season hunt ( sometime in September or
October) and a few week late season hunt (sometime in December or January). It really isn't equal opportunity
when someone can sit out in the woods for 4 months with a silent shotgun, and get to hard-to-access public land
spots with relatively little effort.

15149 | believe the crossbow season is to long and needs to be shortened due to the large increase in bucks taken via
crossbows the past three seasons. The dramatic increase in range on most crossbows has given a huge advantage
to hunters during the long season. Crossbow companies are now advertising the crossbow as "YOUR NEXT RIFLE".
| believe this is one of the main reason gun hunters are having less success during the gun hunting season. |If the
crossbow season is not shortened, then | believe the state should allow only one buck tag a season for all types,
like in the state of Minnesota. It can be filled for either gun, muzzleloader or bow/crossbow during their
respective seasons. We no longer afford to issue two buck tags, one for gun, one for bow/crossbow if the seasons
are kept they way they are now.

15150 | live in western Dane county and | feel the deer numbers are right back to pre CWD numbers. Outside of the
metro zone | feel there should be "Earn a Buck". Hunters are proving that they are not willing to pay for the
bonus tags. 2500 available and only a little over 1000 sold?? | hear may people say they used to donated
additional deer, but now they don't because they are not going to pay or go through the hassles. We are coming
off of another mild winter. The fawning season will be tremendously high just like 2017. Unless earn a buck
comes back of more free tags are allocated the WTD herd in western Dane and lowa county will continue to
explode. Shooting one buck and done for most hunters/land owners wont fix the problem.

15151 There is so much information out there on quality deer management yet we hear nothing from our DNR? Land
owners and hunters have been taking management into there own hands and educating hunters and forming
cooperatives to improve deer health and age and provide hunting opportunities for larger bucks that don't exist
with the "brown and down" attitude that has became a norm in Wisconsin. If it was not for these groups
Wisconsin would not be the trophy state that it is and hunting dollars would even be less than they have fallen to
since the 9 day gun season was removed. Thank you for this forum and allowing hunters to answer a few
guestion but you need to add a few about what folks thing about QDM.

15152 This survey only address antlerless deer populations and there harvest quota, nothing about buck harvest.
Doesn't this committee send any recommendations to the DNR or congress about season structures. We have all
these seasons, Bow, Crossbow, Muzzleloader, Rifle, Youth. Some things are going to have to change. The rifle
hunter is still the largest contributor and gets the shortest season. The Black powder should be part of the rifle
season and a Holiday season for bucks only should run thru the new years weekend. A lot of hunters may not
have the opportunity to hunt in the 9 day season.The holiday season would have the same structure as the 9
day. The bow hunters have 90 days.
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15153 My wife and | own and live on 60 acres in Dane county. We have been involved in the CWD process since it
started. We had deer traps on our land. We allowed the UW research group to do testing and monitoring of
deer on our land. | also reluctantly mass killed a lot of deer on our property. | trusted and agreed with the DNR
attempt to cut down the deer population to slow the spread of CWD. It seems the DNR has given up on this, and
that's to bad. | think we should continue winter hunts on all deer to cut back on the population till more
information is learned about CWD. We still can't say for sure that it will not affect people. Thank You.

15154 | would like you to consider the cross bow laws. | feel unless a doctor issued something, it is only making hunters
take longer shots--wounding more animals. Your mortality numbers could be off due to the new way hunters are
shooting. Just a thought. | also feel we could have a minimum antler count---No less than 8 points to be harvested
instead of Doe only. You would have more hunters take a Doe near the end of the season and still keep hunters
happy to have a chance. | know it would kill me to see a monster buck walk past me and we have a doe only hunt
for the year. | experienced it many years ago---horrible feeling. Thanks for your time.

15155 As a private land owner who plants lots of young trees, the deer numbers are a major problem. | am strongly
considering applying for after season deer damage permits should the 2018 deer season not adequately reduce
deer numbers. To maintain deer at current numbers will eliminate many native species vital to the long term
health of deer. My estimate is that deer numbers are 5-10 times higher than the land can support. Deer on my
property are now eating spruce and box elder. | have numerous hunters during all seasons. We reduce the
numbers significantly during the season but the seem to rapidly replenish after the season.

15156 The deer numbers have slowly increased over the past few years and | intuitively believe that they will approach
the numbers we had in the past. Damage to young trees is notable and thus we still have few young oaks and
other trees. When | hunted years ago up north getting a deer was exciting because it was relatively rare. Now
with deer overpopulation hunting is more a like shooting fish in a barrel. It is much less exciting and | seldom feel
like I'm really hunting as | did years ago. If | loose interest in eating venison | may eventually stop hunting. In my
opinion wWe need less deer, not more.

15157 | oppose the Holiday hunt. | enjoy the snowmobile season and object to closing the trails for snowmobilers if
there is a hunt where very few participate. Especially in the Northern parts where trails are open and being
maintained. | am trying to continue the gun hunting tradition with other generations but with all the hunts going
on the deer know when the seasons are going on and seem to lay low during the day. | sure wish just (1) 10 day
gun season would return. You would get many more people out that short time and move the deer for more
opportunity for the hunters.

15158 in 2018 we had the worst deer hunting season since 1971. | blame the DNR professional gunners in a totally CWD
in a totally failed effort to ruining the hunting experience in Vermont Township. 100% of the blame falls on the
DNR. the deer are struggling to make a come back in the face of disease. let the does come back! Allow the
holiday hunt for purely recreational purposes. our group will spend 20 recreational days and shoot 1 doe. The
hunters know the dire straits of an infected deer population. Nobody needs the DNR screwing around with things

15159 Just like last year | saw almost no hunters in the woods. You can have all the seasons you want in Dane County
but if no one hunts during the nine day season, why would they hunt during the holidays. There are fewer and
fewer hunters every year and more anti hunters in the Madison area. You need to increase the doe tags for the
few that hunt Dane County. | see more deer killed along the road by cars every year than locals shoot during
season. We don’t need more seasons we need more tags. Thank you

15160 | have significant concerns that the extension of deer hunting season could have a significant negative impact on
other winter sports seasons such as snowmobiling and cross country skiing safety of those involved in those
sports. The hunters already have enough time to have those hunts and the numbers show the success of that. No
further time is needed in my opinion at all for this sport. Please allow the others outdoor sports to safely partake
in their activities without safety risk.
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15161 | thank the council for their work, and appreciate the opportunity for plenty of doe tags and added hunting
opportunity. Please support the Holiday Hunt. We can't disregard our deer herd for the sake of the
snowmobilers who MAY get to go out, and even if they do they mostly run at night after hunting hours. The
bowhunters shoot extremely few deer, so don't let them railroad you either! Do what is best for the deer herd,
and we can afford to shoot a lot of does in Dane County!!!

15162 | think the entire state should do 1 year without a antlerless hunt, in the area that I've hunted for over 20 years
the population seems substantially lower than when | started hunting. I've also seen many people take advantage
in a bad way of bonus tags on public land, shooting deer and cutting out the back straps and leaving the rest
because they are too small, and | also don't like the no back tag thing, have had trespassing on private land with
no way to identify them.

15163 | have talked with many hunters in my area and they have all seen less and less deer every year, 2017 being the
worst ever. We have all agreed that after the 9 day gun season and muzzleloader season that it should be
bow/crossbow only and buck only. This saves the doe that are potentially carrying offspring and gives them a
chance to have a few fawns come spring. Eliminate the extra holiday hunts is the proposal and go buck only after
9 day gun and muzzleloader. Thanks!

15164 The people | have talked to seemed to assume that if the holiday hunt passed, that the extended season seemed
to be part of the package, though that was not the case. | wish this could have been presented to the public in
advance, as a lot of misunderstanding may have resulted in favor of the holiday hunt and the extended season
without meaning to. Extending the archery season has a negative impact on the non-hunting publics view of the
hunter, which already is skewed.

15165 | strongly oppose a holiday hunt and longer crossbow. It’s a bad decision in the long run for our deer heard. We
continue to push our deer heard and there is a breaking point. We have crossbows that shoot accurately at 60
yrds, high powered rifles, muzzzleloaders that operate like rifles, and the a season that is nearly a quarter of the
year. This adds addiional stress on the heard as proposed would not be a good decision.

15166 | am seeing a over abundance of anterless population in my area southeast section of Dane . Winter groups of
190 plus in a 2 square mile. Most hunters in my area are afraid to shoot anterless deer in fear of dwindling the
buck population. These hunters are uneducated on what deer management is all about. The does are pushing our
bucks out do to food sources and habitat. Please help and do an anterless year only in my area

15167 Make it easier for hunters to take more deer during the regular season. If they are not going to hunt the regular
seasons, a holiday hunt will not make much difference except detract from other recreational activities that go
on during the holiday. Adjust the kill and give the lower number of hunters more tags. There are less people
hunting, reward the hunters out there utilizing the game and keeping things in check!

15168 As a hunter and landowner | strongly oppose the Holiday hunt and even though | am primarily a vertical bow
hunter, | am also opposed to extending the bow season thru January. As a landowner, by the time rifle, muzzle
loader and a 4 day antlerless get over | have had it with trespassing and hunters shooting into our property.
Where did this January bow hunt come from anyway? Nobody seems to have an answer to that.

15169 | believe that the number of deer seen in my are has decreased due to the crossbow hunting. The numbers of
hunters in the woods has increased during that period and has changed some patterns from the past. | would like
to see the antler less tags be more available for resident tag holders and have out of state license holders be
charged for this extra tag or some increase in whole on the license.

15170 Having a Muzzleloader hunt start the day after the 9 day gun hunt sucks for muzzle loader hunters. The deer are
skittish and go nocturnal for a while. Be nice to do the Muzzle loader hunt around time of Holiday hunt to give
deer and people a break. | think you would have more hunters get involved then also. | would even be willing to
buy a additional muzzleloader license if it was held then.
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15171 | am NOT in favor of a Holiday hunt or Extending the Archery season. Why don’t you issue 2 anterless tags with
each license sold. They would have a better chance of getting filled earlier in the season with more favorable
weather. | have other interests I'd like to be doing in the woods during that time and | don’t need to worry about
getting shot by my neighbors!

15172 Tired of the public private game! Just go back to two free antlerless tags southern farmland bow or gun. Willing
to pay more for licenses if we actually get tags. Still also willing to pay more for bonus tags. It’s just plain good
tradition family and fun let’s try to keep it that way. If we need more state funding we the concerned
outdoorsman will answer.

15173 With CWD on the rise we need to pay close attention to controlling deer numbers. | see an exploding population
from 2018 fawning. My guess is deer populations will double. Controlling CWD is of utmost importance. | know
it’s highly controversial but we need to outlaw deer baiting statewide and really regulate deer farming.

15174 In my opinion we need to focus on the 9-day getting more people out in the woods pushing the deer around
giving that opportunity for different deer in different locations in my experience | see plenty of deer during my
crop Harvest but then these deer go in locations where they're not pushed

15175 | am concerned about the prevalence of cwd in bucks and feel that more young deer and particularly bucks
should be harvested. | think the population goal should be for lower numbers and younger deer in the heard. |
also think there should be a greater emphasis on testing for cwd.

15176 there are not as many deer in the herds as you are predicting. We hunt a lot of property and the numbers for us
are way down. We are shooting less deer now than we have in the past 10 years. The areas that need deer
herd reduction are no were the deer are getting killed.

15177 | hunted private land and saw only 11 deer the whole season, | hunted 7 of 9 days all day, the other 2 only
morning and aft. Its the worst | have experienced for seeing deer in all the years | have hunted and never laid
eyes on a buck.

15178 Very rare to see a deer on public land. Deer herds are small and not frequent on private land since the first year
of the CWD harvest, which was sad to see all them deer wasted in dumpsters!

15179 Holiday hunt has historically not been a useful tool to manage the population. The majority of deer harvested
are in fact fawn bucks, not does. As such, | oppose the holiday hunt.

15180 Thank you for the to return to having a Holiday Hunt! We will enjoy additional hunting opportunities with family
and friends. It provides a great tool for deer management.

15181 |f the dnr wants more deer kilsl have the season go 3 weeks instead of just 2 weeks then the hunters and the
snowmobilers can enjoy both. LEAVE OUT the holiday hunt.

15182 As a member of the snowmobiling community - it would be disastrous for a Holiday hunt to require closing trails
during the only rideable stretch in any given season.

15183 Bucks can shed their antlers in January my concern is that the buck population will be reduced because some
bucks will be mistakenly shot as Doe.

15184 | wouldn’t like a holiday hunt season that would close the snowmobile trails. It would be unjust to take these
animals at this time of year anyway

15185 There are way less deer around. | hunt a lot and run lots of cameras and there are times when there are no deer
in prime areas for days on end.

15186 | oppose a holiday hunt as it will interfere with many winter sports like cross country skiing, snow shoeing,
snowmobiling ect
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15187 | feel that holiday hunts should be a last resort, and favor bringing back earn a b buck before going to a holiday
hunt.

15188 Please oppose a holiday hunt as this will interfere with snowmobile trails and the snowmobile season if we get
snow.

15189 Extending the deer season affects snowmobiling season which in the past three years is short enough!
15190 Eliminate distinction between public and private. | like to hunt both depending on pressure.
15191 Please implement an alterless holiday hunt and extended the archery season until January 31.
15192 Very concerned about CWD and being able to hunt deer in the Dane County area in the future.
15193 A holiday hunt has the potential to interfere with very short snowmobiling season.

15194 | oppose of a holiday hunt that will effect other activities like snowmobiling.

15195 Youth hunt is no longer necessary when there is no age limitation for hunting.

15196 with too much land not available to hunt this is as good as possible

15197 Would like to see an issuing of a 2nd buck tag again for archery

15198 Allow snowmobiling during a holiday hunt if they have 1

15199 Raise hunting license price for out of state hunters.

15200 Please have a holiday hunt. Deer are everywhere!

15201 no holiday hunt, please!!

15202 Go to a 9 day hunt only
15203 .-

15204 none

18020
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

74 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 48
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 10
| hunt in this unit: 56
General interest in this unit: 11

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 51
Bow: 38
Crossbow: 16
Muzzleloader: 20

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 20.65
Maximum: 50

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 31

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

= O = O 0

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 5
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

Very crowded:

8

8

Somewhat crowded: 2
0

Not applicable: 1

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 18
Fewer: 18
Same: 26
More: 8
Many More: 3
Unsure: 1

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 3

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
29 23 9 2
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 5 7 21 22 16 2
Bonus Tags - Public land: 6 10 23 14 15 5

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 9 50 14 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 17 54 2
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 24 44 5
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: Not applicable in this DMU
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.52
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.89
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.28
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.38
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.25
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.13
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.46
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.35
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.37
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.59
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.38
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15205 Just overall disappointed in the DNR quota setting ever since the earn a buck debauchery years back. Dodge
county, the old 68b zone, has always under achieved with deer especially after earn a buck. We get lumped into
the Horicon and Allenton marsh which hold good deer numbers, but since we hunt hundreds of private acres in
between, we see less deer each year. We have also come across at least 4-6 dead bucks each gun season with
arrow holes in them. What | would like the DNR to consider is an honesty system with bow hunters who
repeatedly have bad shots or don't put effort into finding a wounded deer, if you draw blood your tag is
considered filled. You shouldn't get to would deer and just because you don't harvest it, you don't fill it. Just my
2 cents. | know bow hunters who take chances on big bucks that they shouldn't. They may rethink if they know
they won't get another chance if they wound it instead.

15206 Really my only concern is for this unit and all others is do not adjust the crossbow season. | also hunt near

Wisconsin Rapids but | am only filling out one of these, since the answers are the same. In the Wisconsin outdoor

news paper we get every two weeks there were facts that guns and compound bows killed more bucks than

crossbows. Sure the success rate is up but we are paying for the licenses and we want to have success. Maybe
raise the fee of a crossbow license even to the extent of $20.00 more dollars and | would not complain. Also

wouldn't you want them to be successful, | mean why do you want wounded deer. Mike Brust is the head of the
Bow hunter's Association if full of bull and it states with facts in that same paper | mentioned above. No one
shoots at a deer with a crossbow over 50 yards and those who do are not ethical. Thank you for letting me share
my piece.

15207 There needs to be a better way of issuing doe tags... | hunt exclusively on public lands that used to draw people
from various parts of the entire country... now | have meet mostly ding dongs that have private land to hunt but

are coming to the public to “shoot a doe” because they don’t want to shoot the 30 they’ve seen on private... they

can buy there tags saying they mostly hunt public and get a doe tag then still buy an extra doe tag for public and
never harvest anything off the overpopulated private land... | started hunting in the hay days “ mid 90’s” hunters
choice applications would be beneficial to the herd along with a more regulated crossbow season... crossbows

are under regulated and positively exponentially more detrimental to to the deer population than the switch to
allow rifles statewide!!! Didn’t drop must’ve missed mentality!

15208 | feel the state has grossly mismanaged the CWD outbreak. Thanks to the Wisconsin legislature and WDNR not
having the stomach to properly manage the deer population and not banning feeding and baiting of wildlife the
state is faced with a spreading disease problem. | feel the state has failed to educate the hunting and non-
hunting public as to the importance of population management to avoid disease spread. God forbid we get a
bovine tuberculosis outbreak. Our agricultural economy would be extremely hard hit. This gross negligence risks
the future of deer hunting in the future in our state. We have trouble retaining hunters now, imagine a
decimated deer population, fewer older deer to entice hunters, having effects on hunters' showing up for the
hunt and buying licenses which is essential to the budget and management of our resources.

15209 | have lived and hunted in this area for all of my life. The numbers of coyotes in our area (northern Dodge
County) just keeps increasing. When | am outside in the evening and they start howling | count at least 3
separate packs with multiple animals in each. Last year | shot a nice sized buck on the last day of gun season. It

was right before dark and started raining. After looking for 2 hours and not finding the deer we gave up and went
back in the morning light with a dog. We found the animal and all that was left was the head and spine. The rest

was eaten by coyotes. | have found multiple carcasses that appear to be coyote kills as well.
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15210 still believe we need the moderately to increase the deer numbers as the average hunter wants to see deer while
hunting. There has been a gradual decline in hunter numbers in recent years and | personally feel we will
continue to lose hunters if they don't see deer or have adequate opportunity to harvest a deer. | feel we also
need to keep a watchful eye on the issue of CWD but don't think we need to wipe out all the deer to combat the
issue at this time as CWD has been around in our western states for years but as hunters we can do our part in
the harvest of deer to try keeping it in check. Only my opinion take for what its worth.

15211 The Horicon marsh provides a unique and valuable opportunity for hunting deer. but | feel like the number of
deer has gone down in the past few years due to animals moving to private land and lack of cover and food on
public land. what little cover there is receives very high pressure or is very in accessible. | feel like the marsh is
heavily managed for waterfowl but little attention is giving to whitetail management. I'm not exactly sure what
the best thing to do is but I'm sure there is room for improvement.

15212 |t is important that we not impede the access to deer and hunting opportunities in Wisconsin. It is our last chance
to have a real connection to our past and our cultural heritage.lt inspires, grows,encourages folks to be better
and strive for connections with family and friends.its more then a hobby, more then collecting antlers, its a very
means to survival.we should all dedicate ourselves to opening up the outdoors to all who wish to hunt it,
experience it first hand.

15213 Qverall this year between gun bow and muzzleloader seasons along with monitoring trail cams from August
through end of December have seen a doe population trending down. Buck sighting outnumbered doe sightings.
| hunt private which borders the horicon marsh and also hunt the marsh. The doe population In my area seems
to have trended down over the last few years to point where | am passing does that | normally would harvest if
doe sightings were more frequent.

15214 CWD was found in Dodge County in 2017. We hunt private land that is adjacent to public land. This winter, |
have seen 2 or 3 dozen deer at dusk driving the 3 miles from my house to our hunting land. That's too much and
I'm worried about the spread of disease. Our family lives primarily on venison meat. This would be a devastating
impact to us. We also are concerned about managing the land in the most eco friendly way.

15215 Family owns roughly 500 contiguous acres. The deer population is very high. With CWD found in the county, |
cannot understand why a goal of Increasing Population would be sensible at all. If anything, more pressure should
be put on the antlerless population, with the explicit goal to Decrease Population.

15216 Please restructure the archery season to reduce the period of time which a crossbow can be used. Many long
time bow hunters including myself are becoming very frustrated with the current structure allowing crossbows
the entire archery season.

15217 Last year we saw far fewer deer than years before, but there was lots of standing corn so | think that created the
fewer sightings more than a lack of deer.

15218 Should get rid of the wolves and the coyotes in the area and other predators that are attacking the deer
that's the problem in all areas

15219 End crossbow hunting!!!! Go back to the way it was, doctors orders only. An lower age to 55 an older for
crossbow use without doctors orders.

15220 | think the head of the CDAC should quit. He always speaks down to people and he is the smartest person in the
room, just ask him.

15221 Archery should be extended, crossbow should not. Crossbows have vastly higher success rates and do not need
additional time.

15222 Deer numbers are very low. This is not a good thing to pass on hunting traditions to our youth

15223 The hunters will control the deer population as they have for the past two hundred years.
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15224 crop damage tags should go away. Some deer are just left laying.
15225 Shorten crossbow season. Don't eliminate just shorten.

15226 one buck per season that's all!!!!
18021
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

151 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 84
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 16
| hunt in this unit: 126
General interest in this unit: 24

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 120
Bow: 69
Crossbow: 53
Muzzleloader: 56

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 21.72
Maximum: 60

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 72

Mostly Private Land: 36
Public and Private Land About Equally: 9
Mostly Public Land: 2
Exclusively Public Land: 7
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 4

Not too crowded: 20

Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 6
Somewhat crowded: 13

Very crowded: 5

Not applicable: 6

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 13
Fewer: 38
Same: 58
More: 20

Many More: 15

Unsure: 7

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 3

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
57 45 34 4
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 4 7 70 40 15 15
Bonus Tags - Public land: 6 10 64 31 20 20

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 6 72 69 4
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 81 62 8
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 103 39 9
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 34 112 5
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.80
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 2.23
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.59
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.71
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.14
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.21
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.68
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.82
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.42
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.71
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.63
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15227 CDAC needs to remove Washington Island the surrounding Islands from the County Plan. These properties do

not exhibit the same characteristics as mainland Door county. CDAC needs to make these a special unit with their

own regulations -- or -- remove the Islands to self govern. #1....Deer populations have a major impact on
environment. Forest show no signs of regen, fields show major signs of crop damage, and potential for winter is
high -- no browse. #2....There is no evidence to demonstrate that the Island and Mainland deer co-mingle.

#3....Laws governing the transportation of deer and other CWD carrying ungulates need to be put in place and

enforced. This will help stop the spread of CWD to the Island. #4....Environmental impact from deer impacts the

entire ecology of the Islands. The effects cascade to other specifies including migratory birds, predators and
herbivores, many of which no longer exist on the Islands b/c the ecosystem is unbalanced. #5....Thereis a

strong predator population in Door county that includes both wolves and coyotes. On the Island, predators are
virtually non-existing due to heavy hunting pressure for Coyotes; wolves are non-existent. This alone makes the
Islands 100% unique from the Door and requires different management. Proposal to consider is separate

management unit where: a) deer are registered locally then submitted to the County / DNR. We have no data to

manage the herd(s) when we are managed at a County level. We need local data on the Island herds to manage
the Island populations. b) Year #1: sub-County CDAC sets quota based upon historical data, Island volunteer to
conduct a pellet and camera surveys for each Island to establish unit objectives and a local quota. c) Year #2:
Spring the following year to estimate the rate of fecundity (recruitment of last years fawn), winter kill, estimate
deer population, establish unit objectives for the year and a local quota. d) unit specific carcass transportation
tag collected by the Washington Island Ferry Line for any animal leaving the Island that is not caped and
deboned. All carcass should remain on the Island. e) Pass a law that prevents transportation of animals to the

Island -- dead or alive g) Management of the Public land resources based upon quota, # of hunters per day. The

Island does not know if the CDAC proposals work for them or don't work for them. We need visibility to make

better decisions and provide better input. Until we have a separate registration, we are flying blind.  What isn't

working is that Northern Door county is struggling to kill animals largely due to a low fecudity rate. The animal

population isn't there. If you take one look at the forest, you will see it. They don't have the animals. This is due

to heavy Coyote predation of fawns. The Island can control their population of coyotes whereas the County
cannot. This is due to landowner cooperation. B/c Northern Door County hunting is suffering, Norther Door
County residents will hunt the public land on the Island exploding the # of hunters on what limited resources are
available. They shoot the age out of the herd, and kill young bucks which dramatically impact the buck to doe
ratio. With fewer bucks to breed, does that are bred will move to the next estrus cycle elongating the rut. A
longer rut puts fawns on the ground later in the summer leaving little hope of late born fawns surviving winter
and consumption of late summer and fall food stores at a higher rate. The current approach with County
managing harvest quotas results in several things: --no management objective, we can't manage what we can't

see; and we have no data --risk of boom and bust deer herds, strong recruitment followed by a tough winter can

decimate the population in a single season; this is what happens in an imbalanced herd. --increased opportunity
for disease, too many animals competing for the same resources creates social stress and a vehicle to transmit
disease. --poor hunter experience resulting in a decline in the total # of hunters making it more difficult to
achieve the objective. Finally, there is precedence set for management of islands in WI separate of their
mainland county. Madeline Island is managed separate of Ashland County. The 4 Island's at the end of Door --
Washington, Plum, Detroit and Rock -- should be managed the same.
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15228 | do not agree with the license sale to children without hunter safety as a viable option with keeping safety in
mind for them and fellow hunters. | also do not agree with all the different deer seasons bow rifle muzzle loader |
do not understand why muzzle loader and rifle need to be separate seasons. Why if | own land in two counties do
| have to put one county bow and one rifle for the taking of a doe this is ridiculous in my view. Also when | buy a
license | have to clarify Bow or Crossbow, Public or Private land, and county not Unit and now you want me to kill
a buck and 5 does when you are limiting me to weapon and where | can harvest an animal even though | pay
taxes in both counties that are located in the same unit. If the season needs to be open for the entire month of
Jan, so be it but all this time we are keeping them nocturnal. We need to clean up the current structure we now
have without all the jumping around we currently have and get out of the county and do units to avoid multiple
land owner ship in adjoining counties. Catastrophic deer populations are not a good thing but we need to
enhance the deer hunt with incentives to draw hunters to fill tags made available to them by the state of
Wisconsin. | do know that with out baiting keeping deer on my property to the end of January will almost
impossible but | will work to fill all my tags and do my part to control and enhance wildlife and the habitat we
share. Thank you and | hope this will be somewhat helpful.

15229 I’'m not sure where there seeing all these deer in Door County, | hunt the black ash and can honestly say | don’t
see an over abundance of deer in this area. | took my dauter for the youth hunt her first time this past year, age
10 and put in 17-18 hrs between the two days and never seen a deer. Took her opening weekend of the gun
season, and didn’t see a deer until Thanksgiving day when we hunted Kewaunee county. She was getting pritty
distraught and wanted to give up, | wasn’t gong to push her, and luckily got a doe thanksgiving morning. It’s hard
to keep there interest if they don’t see deer, and | know some times it just bad luck but | know a group of 9
hunters that didn’t get any thing in the black ash this year during gun and only one during the archery season. If
there is an over abundance is it northern door county north of sturgeon bay??? This county may have to be split.
There is a lot of land trust thats not huntable up there is that a possible issue??? | do know there are pockets of
too many deer in areas like Trueway road but no one will let you on and they them selves don’t take enough
does. Implminting a county wide quota | don’t think will solve the issue, micro managing is not easy, but might be
what’s nessary like the metro hunt in Brown county.

15230 Currently there are 12 county CDACs that have split their DMUs because they listened to the sound scientific
evidence, eyewitness accounts by hunters, biological/ecological need, and common sense logic to split their
DMUs so they could better manage their deer populations. Our Door County CDAC was provided with sound
scientific evidence, eyewitness accounts by hunters, biological/ecological need, and common sense logic to split
our DMU. Our WCC State Chairman (Larry Bonde) supports the split of our Door County CDAC to address the
dramatic differences in habitat, deer densities, hunter densities, and public land availability between Northern
Door and Southern Door. However, our CDAC members did not listen to the collective voices of sound logic and
good reasoning. As a result, WCC representatives on our CDAC have resigned and refuse to take part in the
mismanagement of our deer population. In addition, one WCC delegate was so upset that he resigned
completely from the WCC. It is time to split the county to collect harvest data from the north and south
separately, so that those numbers can be used to better manage these separate deer populations on separate
land masses.
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15231 Calling in a harvest is horrible. Was told last year just by several people just to call in my left over anterless tags

15232

15233

15234

15235

just to get the harvest up to avoid the anterless only hunt. | was fortunate enough in 2017 to harvest the biggest
buck of my life and | also took to antlerless dear. This whole calling in your Harvest for deer is going to ruin deer
hunting bow or long gun because of the Trophy Hunters that will call in their tags illegally just to improve
numbers. And if you think that Door County went up in answer this Harvest your nuts because it was illegally
called and tags that raise that number. | realize it's convenience but it is so false. And Dick is a huge hypocrite cuz
| was at that meeting in 2017 and he was all for the Angela's only hunt and he only vote if it's a tie and he voted it
down and he was a tiebreaker. This is a joke. My family owns a hundred eighty Acres in southern Door County we
hunt for meat and we can't even compete and or put a dent in the amount of antlerless deer we Harvest to the
population on our property. There was way too many

| understand that in our unit we would like to lower the deer population. It is important for The overall health of
herd, land etc... we need to reduce the number on the landscape. but i do not feel this will be accomplished by
extending the bow hunt further into january. The weather is one key aspect to consider as the weather gets
cooler i feel less people will be in the woods to harvest a deer. The deer that will be harvested could be bucks
who have shed antlers early. also i have spoken to numerous land owerners and they also feel that if the season
gets extended they will let the snowmobile clubs know that they will close land until after the purposed deer
season. my suggestion would be if the goal is to extend the season why can't we just start the season Sept 1st
every year and run it thorugh Dec 31? that way we have added to the season but have done it when the weather
is much nicer and then you also get more people in the woods as that would include another holiday when
people could be off work (Labor day) to enjoy the great outdoors. thank you

| understand that in our unit there is an abundance of deer. and i understand that for overall health of herd, land
etc... we need to reduce the number on the landscape. but i do not feel this will be accomplished by extending
the bow hunt further into january. The weather is one key aspect to consider as the weather gets cooler i feel
less people will be in the woods to harvest a deer. also i have spoken to numerous land owerners and they also
feel that if the season gets extended they will let the snowmobile clubs know that they will close land until after
the purposed deer season. my suggestion would be if the goal is to extend the season why cannot we just start
the season Sept 1st every year and run it thorugh Dec 31? that way we have added to the season but have done
it when the weather is much nicer and then you also get more people in the woods as that would include another
holiday when people could be off work (Labor day) to enjoy the great outdoors. thank you

| hunt late archery every year and enjoy the experience, that being said, in 2017 bucks shed off early by
comparrison of previous years. My family are meat hunters first with antlered bucks being a "bonus". We were
able to identify the shed off bucks and not harvest them, but | know there were several taken "by accident". | am
concerned that extending the archery season would intensify this problem. | live on Washington Island and
remember when we were unit 81. | feel that the 3 zone divission (Washington Island, N Door and S Door) makes
perfect sense and should be implemented in order to better manage the herd. | would support the Earn A Buck
program again but do agree it should be every other year not back to back. | believe the doe only could be
effective but am concerned the would be a decrease in hunters (I would be interested to see what some of the
smaller bucks would look like after a doe only hunt though!)

| took the advise of the CDAC for the 2017 season and harvested 5 deer, more than | ever did in the past, to lower
population levels on my private land, as did my neighbors around me. | have not noticed the deer numbers as in
the past where | hunt throughout this past winter, nor the deer sign in the woods and less deer trails are
observed. | would like to see only 3 antlerless tags available for free, with license purchase in 2018 to reduce the
herd. | strongly oppose an all antlerless season any year, if you are trying to lower deer numbers. | know a
number of hunters that would not purchase a license for the year with an all antlerless season, so my opinion is it
would actually hurt a herd reduction effort that you are intending. Thank you for hearing my input.
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15236 | understand the desire to lower the overall deer population in Door Co, however, ON the land that | hunt/own,
several coyote hunters have witnessed a pair of wolves not only on my land but on the neighboring properties as
well. I'm no expert on the expansion of the wolves territory, but rumors are floating around the residents of our
neighborhood that they were purposely released by the DNR. If the DNR chooses to be sneaky and release
wolves in Door County, let the public know. My kids walk around our land by themselves and | think it would be
an important thing for all of us to know. If it is indeed true, | am thoroughly unimpressed with the attempt to
control the population through the introduction of wolves.

15237 County wide, | think your numbers are off in terms of over population. I'm out a lot and some days | see a few
deer and other days | don't see any- | saw more deer 4-5 years ago | see less on my game camera too- | almost
never see deer on public land when | hunt I'm not a trophy hunter, so I'll take antlerless deer- especially with the
bow-I hunt 30 days a year. I'd like to take deer every year for the freezer if possible and | like seeing them. | am
very against earn a buck- | was in an earn a buck area in the past- it is terrible. If you are a gun only hunter, earn
a buck ruins opening day- either you can't shoot the only deer you might see, or else you shoot a doe and spend
the day gutting and dragging.

15238 |t needs to be addressed in accordance to "effectiveness" to reach required numbers and NOT to personal points
of interest or wishes. This over population is not only harmful to the crop growers but in keeping our deer
healthy. It's years late in dealing with these issues. I've hunted this area for over 50 years and am sad to see the
freak, unhealthy, suffering deer that we continue to allow to struggle & grow in the name of herd control.
Everyday families are at a growing risk of car-deer accidents each year. The few seen on the roadside only reflect
&lt; 40% of the impacts that actually take place each year. "It's time to be more effective and not worry
about being more popular"

15239 | didn't like the antlerless only holiday hunt because it cut into the time | had to harvest a large buck that | had
seen earlier in the season. The weather usually becomes very cold in January and makes it difficult to hunt. | love
to hunt with a crossbow so | hope you continue that season the way it is set up now. Over the years | have shot
many does and younger antlerless deer, it has just been the last few years that there have been any decent bucks
in our area. | don't think anyone should tell me | have to shoot only antler less deer on my own property. Please
consider all the landowners and hunters before making your decisions. Thank you for letting me have input.

15240 Extending the bow season thru Jan 31st would affect the small game seasons, and would not be effective in
reducing deer numbers. It is difficult to get on private land to small game hunt with deer season still open. | enjoy
deer hunting with bow, gun and muzzleloader and support reducing deer numbers, but feel the season is too long
the way it is. Currently, even though we have permission to hunt private land, as a courtesy to deer hunters,
small game hunters withhold on hunting in winter until deer season is done. This would also affect non hunting
winter activities such as hiking, skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling and making firewood.

15241 This was the first year | hunted this unit. | only participated in the holiday hunt and it was an excellent experience
and opportunity. It was a great time to participate in a hunt with friends and will continue to hunt as long as the
opportunity is there. The deer population appeared to be healthy and hope this opportunity will continue in the
future. There appears to be a large discrepancy between the number of deer harvested on private vs public land.
| think a role of the CDAC moving forward is to pursue more opportunities to open private lands up for public
access to hunting. This will help achieve the quota that is set.

15242 | do not see how the DNR expects to harvest twice the number of deer in Door county in 2018 vs. 2017. You have
roughly the same number of hunters and the same number of tags as last year. Extending the gun season will
help (Holiday Hunt) and the bow season through January. Increase the number of hunting days and/or the
number of hunters and you will have more deer harvested. | don't know many people who harvest five deer,
usually 1 - 3. I live on Washington Island and there are so many deer, it is hard not to get one with a gun. We have
a large flower garden and it has been decimated by the deer the past few years. Good luck.
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15243 Bring back earn a buck! Its the only way to control the over population of the deer herd. Hunters just don't want
to shoot enough does to successfully reduce the herd. If 100 antler less permits were issued to each hunter they
still would only shoot one or two. Why can't the earn a buck be re-introduced? All laws can be changed or
modified. Herds of 60 to 100 are now being seen in Southern Door County whereas during the earn a buck days
these fields would have 10 to 20. There is so much deer pellet accumulation on the ground in some areas that
fertilization of plants and trees won't be needed!

15244 We saw fewer deer during the 9 day season. | fee that this is due to fewer hunters moving the deer around in our
area of Jacksonport Township. | saw 8 other hunters during the 9 days which is way down. Also, based on our
game cameras starting about October 1 through January 15, 2018 the deer were exclusively nocturnal. | dont
know what the reason for this was or if it was an anomaly as our 40 was planted in oats and harvested in July. |
fully support the extended bow/crossbow season, the holiday hunt, and allowing those who use bows/crossbows
to harvest antlered deer during the holiday hunt.

15245 We used Door County for group hunting. Extending the season to the holiday hunt allows much more time to get
groups together to go have fun hunting. We worked hard and moved many deer also seeing good sign of
population. | really do hope the extended seasons can stay around, even if the harvest numbers have to be
dropped. Although | am not much for hunting past January as we get into a time where offspring are bigger
inside the moms. Thanks for the extra opportunities!

15246 An antlerless only season would only increase the population of deer. Most hunter will not hunt if they don't
have an opportunity to harvest a buck. NO one wants to be out hunting and have to pass a buck of a lifetime
because of a stupid law. Door county needs to be split up into 2 to 3 zones. The area south of Sturgeon Bay
holds the majority of the deer population while north of the bay and the islands are kept under the same rules
for a MUCH smaller deer herd.

15247 There are deer out during the day more than ever, and there are herds of deer all over the Southern part of the
county just before dusk. With another mild winter almost behind us, there will be a really good fawn production
again. It is time to take the steps to get the deer herd back under control. This is why | fully support a doe only
season across the board. Also, instead of a Holiday hunt, when the conditions are tough, have a hunt in mid to
late October.

15248 | really wish there was a possibility of having an Earn A Buck type program. An anterless only season is too
extreme. If we could have an Earn A Buck program in Door County | feel it would encourage hunters to shoot a
doe in order to harvest a buck. Unfortunately, the new online registration process makes it to easy for hunters to
lie about a doe harvest (without shooting a doe) in order to qualify for shooting a buck.

15249 With the increase in deer harvest during the archery season could we do away with the gun seasons in Northern
Door County. With the number of residential buildings and the huge increase of tourists to northern Door County
this would only seem logical. What about a one buck limit regardless of weapon used to make the kill? This
would seem logical according to the number of anterless tags you are recommending.

15250 | think deer population numbers are a much smaller problem than what everyone is making it out to be. | think
population is high in certain areas, and these areas can be as small as 80 acre parcels, not county wide. Parcels
need to be managed within 40 ac sections which is impossible to do from rules, and amounts of tags, the people
hunting the parcels need to be informed enough to do so themselves.

15251 Was talking to some of the deer hunters here on Washington Island and we would like it if we could have or own
deer management unit . we don't have any thing to do with the county[ lower] at all . also leave the crossbow
season alone if they change it there will be a lot of unhappy hunters mainly the youth. also why don't you have
your meeting on the island. just to see how many will come to it ?
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15252 Door County should be split - like Marinette County - into a southern farmland zone and a northern forest zone. |
know the legislature took earn a buck off the table - but that is the only way to get deer numbers down in this
county. Look at the antlerless kill vs buck kill numbers. Hunters just will not take antlerless when given a choice.
Therefore - will never get down to goals.

15253 The habitat differs greatly as you move south from sturgeon bay and the shipping canal from the deer habit at
north of sturgeon bay and the canal. | hunt north of sturgeon bay and | dont see nearly as many deer in the
northern part of door county as | do in the southern part of the county. | believe that mainland door county
should be managed as 2 seperate units instead of one.

15254 |f you keep giving 5 doe tags you are going to kill off the deer heard. It’s time to sober up and split the county into
3 zones again. Make hunting FUN again your killing a tradition

15255 Would like to see bucks by permit only for a few years instead of earn a buck kinda like they used to do with the
doe permits of the past. Charge an extra $20.00 for this option. The big buck hunters and buck only hunters are
the cause of this issue in this area. Most don’t shoot does. Have a doe only hunt in September also.

15256 Deer hunting in Wisconsin is a huge economy boost for many areas including door county, land prices have
increased greatly in the area and a lot of that has to do with the incredible hunting opportunities Door county
offers. | would like to see that continue and not what happened in many other areas of this state.

15257 As a hunting community we strive to build better habitat for deer and other wildlife. Deer are indicating that our
habitats have improved and continue to be robust in they’re populations because of it. We’ve never seen this
habitat (timber) structure before in the history of the county or state for that matter.

15258 | think that an issue being overlooked in Door County is the huge discrepancy between the lower farmland areas
and the upper forest areas. It almost seems to me that the peninsula should be divided into two deer
management units. | think there are far fewer deer in the upper area than in the lower portion.

15259 Thanks to the Door County CDAC for taking a bold stand on reducing deer numbers! You will probably get
negative feedback from this position, but keep in mind that there are a lot of silent stakeholders that appreciate
your willingness to volunteer time and effort to make these difficult decisions.

15260 | think there should be a discussion about separating the farmland zone( southern door) from the mostly
segmented (northern door) areas into two different regulated areas. | hunt strictly public land and haven’t seen
the amount of deer in the areas | hunt to warrant the amount of tags proposed.

15261 | live and hunt on washington island the quotas should be looked at and modified for washington island and not
managed like the rest of door county due to its size and hunting pressure . maybe only 2 anterless permits . And i
was not aware of any cwd testing in door county by the DNR . THANK YOU

15262 There are not enough ‘mature’ bucks in the unit. Too many yearlong bucks get shot, every year. Earn a buck was
a great system, but you over used it. An antlerless only gun season, or earn a buck would help protect some of
the young bucks, and also help reach your quota of antlerless deer kills.

15263 |n Door County, we do have too many deer. Challenge is little public land. | attended the spring meeting in 2017
and was disappointed we did not keep a doe only season as proposed. | own a large tract of land in Southern
Door County, work in agriculture and am asking for a doe only for 2018.

15264 6,500 is an unreasonable goal. A reassessment of the overall population of deer needs to be taken and based off
of something better than "deer square mile" deer live in and eat in area that are not 100% wooded and to judge
the population off of a misguided population estimate is foolish.
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15265 |f someone has a deer problem behind his house does not mean there are too many deer elsewhere. | will not
purchase a deer tag or go hunting if the deer board trys to pull the doe only season for gun and bow for the
whole 2018.

15266 From personal observation the deer herd on Washington Island is degrading habitat and forests. The population
is extremely high and reachable browse has been mostly consumed. If we experience a severe winter next year
the over-winter mortality will be high.

15267 Southern Door has a whitetail overpopulation problem. While | am supportive of an antlerless only hunt (imagine
the HUGE bucks the following y ear) | would be more supportive of incenting the killing of antlerless deer by
means of an earn-a-buck season.

15268 Why not adopt a longer gun season such as Michigan. Referring to extending bow season until January 31 |
would shut down the snowmobile trail thru my property until all bow hunting is over. This would also include all
other hunting such as small game.

15269 | do not always have the chance to get a buck so i want to keep the chance to get one. | have taken does to help
the heard population. Since i shoot does why should i be punished with a antler less season? Do not punish the
good because of others.

15270 Shortening of the crossbow season is not a good idea, Keep the crossbow season the same as the bow season.
These whiners who are complaining about who has a better success rate for bucks is bogus, this data doesn't hold
any water period.

15271 | would definitely be in favor of a antler less season only | do own around 350 acres of land in southern door
county and would support something like this for the season it is a concerning factor that there is so many deer in
the area.

15272 | oppose extending Bow season because it interferes with the hound hunters. We all need our time. Land owners
will not let hound hunters on until deer hunting is done. Hound hunting is important to keep ecosystem in
balance.

15273 The bow (crossbow) season should end on December 31st regardless of what day of the week it is! If that don't
work ban baiting to make it far for everyone, including the deer who are just trying to make it threw the winter!

15274 Doe only hunt for the 2018 Gun season is highly recommend. For example my neighbors will pass on 20 does but
will then take a unethical shot at a young 1.5 old buck. | highly oppose extending the hunt until January 31st.

15275 |t should be required to physically tag a deer and register it in person at authorized check in sites. Hunter back
tags should be required. Hunters shoulder at least ten years old and pass the hunters safety classes.

15276 If you change the crossbow season to start with the gun season | think it's really going to hurt.But | wouldn't be
surprised because the bow hunters seem to get what they want,like being able to hunt during gun season.

15277 Make Washington, Rock, Detroit & Plum Islands their own unit (or sub-unit within Door). Crossbow harvest data
& success to limited to draw conclusions or change season structure in a reactionary manner. Wait a year.

15278 j feel an anterless only season would help accomplish the goals and also balance the sex ratio a bit . | disagree
with a holiday hunt since it is not utilized and it takes away days from the archery and xbow season.

15279 | believe northern Door County and southern Door are two totally different environments. The North does not
have abundant crops, it is more like far northern Wisconsin. They also have a very large coyote population.

15280 There is a skewed perception that public land deer numbers are high. This is NOT the case; issuing a high number
of deer tags open to both public & private will mostly impact & diminish public land deer densities.

15281 You need to redo most of your rules concerning the age of hunting license purchases....whos bright idea was it to
all this? Ridiculous! Considering not buying a license this year!
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15282 The Door DMU needs to be split up somehow, that allows a more micro look at the deer populations. The holiday
needs to be discontinued for the sheer lack of participation.

15283 | disagree with closing the buck archery season during the holiday hunting period. It used to be a time when
people were on vacation, and it was a fun time to hunt bucks.

15284 There are way too many female deer in northern Door County. This produces an unbalanced ecosystem not only
for the deer but other animals as well, including humans.

15285 More than enough deer for years in this area. Our camp has been averaging about a dozen deer or more each
year with no noticeable dent in the population.

15286 | would rather see a addition to gun the week prior to the present rather then another month of bow. What is
another month of bow going to do.

15287 Please consider reversing recent deregulation measures such as removing minimum age, back tag, in person
registration amd tagging.

15288 There should not be a differentiation between bow and crossbows. They are all archery and should be designated
as such.

15289 My suggestion is to make the youth hunt antlerless only if you want to increase the number of antlerless deer
taken.

15290 Hunting Pressure way high now on Public land during the Archery season since allowing anyone to use a
crossbow.

15291 All I know after living here for 25 years in rural Liberty Grove is that there are way more deer out there.
15292 Hunting pressure makes it more difficult to kill more does. Deer not coming out early enough to harvest.
15293 We need earn-a-buck or one buck tag per hunter covering all seasons, and no party hunting.

15294 We had bad weather on opening weekend of 2016 season, so in 2017 saw more large bucks.

15295 Need to make sure the collared wolf in the Gardner swamp area does not reproduce.

15296 extend the gun season. not all of us can get off work that week

15297 Thanks for taking the input. Door county info looks great.

15298 Bring back earn a buck .

15299 Bring back earn a buck!

15300 Too many coyotes
18022
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

164 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 80
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 25
| hunt in this unit: 146
General interest in this unit: 26

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 139

Bow: 85
Crossbow: 58
Muzzleloader: 50

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 25.92
Maximum: 68

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 27
Mostly Private Land: 23
Public and Private Land About Equally: 31
Mostly Public Land: 30
Exclusively Public Land: 33
| did not hunt in this unit last year: 2

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 5
Not too crowded: 32
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 30
Somewhat crowded: 25
Very crowded: 22
Not applicable: 3

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 11
Fewer: 22
Same: 52
More: 62

Many More: 16

Unsure: 1

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 7

Too low

26

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
50 39 41 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 6 19 46 46 41 6
Bonus Tags - Public land: 4 22 41 43 50 4
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 6 6 72 19 8 53
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 6 3 70 22 10 53

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be
issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.

Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 18 95 5 46

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure

Not applicable in this DMU

Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT :

If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019:

If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons:

Not applicable in this DMU

Not applicable in this DMU

If a Zero Quota is adopted... VALID NOT VALID Unsure
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 33 61 15
11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's
recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 3.06
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.83
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.27
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.61
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.25
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.15
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.02
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.25
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.67
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.39
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.41
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Note: the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
form. The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or
its employees.

15301 Superior Metro Sub Zone: There appears to be a lot more smaller (1.5 year old) bucks and a lot fewer does and
fawns. One factor influencing this observation is the presence of black bears, coyotes, and a few timber wolves
that seem to be killing fawns year round. The antlerless deer population seems fewer in number. On our
property we have five to seven bears visiting, at least two families of coyotes that have lived here for at least 15
years, and this winter one large timber wolf. A young black wolf stayed here the winter of 16-17 but has died.
This morning a lone coyote was mousing through the snow and ice in a field about 60 yards from our back door.
We have one flock of 21 (camera verified) of wild turkeys. Landowner antler less tags: | hunt for the enjoyment
and the experience of getting outdoors. | do not meat hunt. While | do get several tags each year and some
years see over 100 deer during the 9 day season alone(though not lately), years go by without shooting any deer
even though the chance of harvest presented itself many times over. It is the experience over a harvest. We
usually establish a list of three or four bucks and spend our time looking specifically for them. Having a tag and
reserving he option to use that tag is very important. | like the extended seasons and being able to hunt when
the weather is nice or the woods are fully colored or the trees are bare or there is snow on the ground as long as
itis not 10 or 15 below zero. | like having an antler less tag in case we encounter a deer someone else has
wounded and did not find. If we do not take it the coyotes and wolves soon will and we do find several of these

carcasses (both antler less and antlered) each year. A wounded deer has little chance of surviving here. | am very

pleased with the format of the WI deer hunting seasons in this metro zone although | do not like the "City" deer

hunting set up. It amounts to a trophy hunt for a select few. These sightings are varified by several cameras

15302 Qverall the CDAC is an important way for a local voice to be considered in the management of deer and | thank
them for their time and efforts. However, | believe the public employees that have scientific experience in
managing wildlife, land and forestry should be the ones making the final decisions. They are being paid to
manage the landscape to keep it healthy and should be making the tough decisions based on science. The

structure of the CDAC seems like a lot of effort to hear that hunters like to see more deer and harvest more deer.

As far as deer hunting in Douglas County goes, | am overall pleased with the herd and mostly the hunting

opportunity that is fostered by the abundant public lands. | am concerned about deer browse and forest health if

we continue to increase the deer numbers. | do not support baiting. The deer herd is artificially supported in
Douglas County by the bait piles that are present for many months out of the year if not year-round. The CWD
scare in Bayfield County should wake us up. There needs to be a few established CWD testing drop off sites in
Douglas County. To get a deer tested in Douglas County last year was quite an ordeal. | support the increased
number of antlerless tags this year. | think that hunters (including myself) will need to adapt to a more natural
deer herd (in both numbers and behavior) if we want a healthy deer herd to make it through CWD. Just because
humans can increase the herd doesn't mean we should. This is the northern forest and we should be realistic in
our expectation of the number of deer the landscape can support. We manage (and maybe attempt to
micromanage) the deer herd, but have no say in how wolves are managed at this time. | don't think you can
successfully manage either of them separately. | do support having wolves on the landscape, but there needs to
be the same level of management by professionals using science. Hunting and trapping of (some) wolves needs
to be an option if we are going to be successful in managing deer.
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15303 Kudos to the CDAC and the difficult task you have been assigned. My opinion is that the deer population in
Douglas County has recovered to an adequate and sustainable level and should be maintained at its current level
by increasing the antlerless quota on both public and private land. | understand I’'m in the minority with this
opinion but | feel that if the population is allowed to continue increasing, severe consequences will result in the
form of increased vehicle collisions, ag and forest regen damage, and decreased overall ecosystem health. At
some point, and maybe this is the beginning of that point, this Committee is going to be faced with making a very
difficult decision in regards to supporting the majority hunter opinions out there that we need more deer at the
ill fate of ecosystem health and human conflict. Wasn’t the 2017 buck kill close to the original target set by this
Committee? If it wasn't, it was close. What happens when we pass this target, does the target change? If the
target changes, is it even a goal anymore or is it a new minimum? Does the Committee go against the majority
hunter opinion out there that we need more deer and recommend either maintaining or decreasing the herd?
Will you be able to make this very difficult decision and take the resulting negative public feedback? Or will you
just keep increasing the herd and increasing the target population and kill numbers to artificially high levels? |
commend the Committee for their hard work, but to this point increasing the herd was the easy
recommendation... now that the heard has recovered the hard work is just starting. | am in support of increasing
the 2018 antlerless quota substantially on private and moderately on public lands to effectively maintain the herd
at or close to its current levels. If we allow it to continue increasing, we will all be at fault for the negative
consequences that result. Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments.

15304 The Douglas County deer herd is brewing into a "Perfect Storm" again. Low antlerless harvest over the past three
years, three mild winters in a row and an abundance of aggressive logging has created abundant habitat and
perfect conditions for a growing deer population. For those that remember the high deer densities of the late
1980's-early 90's and again in the early 2000's, the deer numbers of Douglas County are impacted by the severity
of winters more than the number of deer permits. The herd is positioned to spike again so the goal of "increasing
deer numbers" is way off base. The numbers need to be reduced. Our WDNR always seems to be a years behind
the building trends and the CDAC's goal is more based on public wants than current science and pending trends.
Forest regeneration must be top of mine in setting deer goals in Douglas County. You can't have a deer herd that
browses maple and aspen shoots down to the size of one's pinky finger. | know this herd was decimated by the
winters of 2012-2014 and needed to rebuild. Rebuild it has. Now it needs to be reduced again. If the WDNR and
CDAC doesn't want to do it, Mother Nature will as it has demonstrated in the past. Dead deer carcasses in spring
are hard to see when some of those deer could have been harvested for consumption the fall before. Be
proactive not reactive. A Douglas County perfect deer storm is brewing. Address it! Also, I'm confused with the
quota numbers. The 2017 quota was 500 yet 1163 anterless deer were shot. How can this be? Were Youth
Permits abused? Something doesn't pass the smell test. But maybe | missed something in the numbers. You
get my point. It is good to see the private land quota has doubled and public land has nearly tripled.
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15305 Though | understand the reason the DNR sells antlerless permits that are designated as Private vs Public land kills
(to collect metrics on deer population on each land type), limiting the number of each type is ridiculous and
separately designating permits based on land type is also ridiculous - given the rules that a antlerless deer must
be tagged with the appropriate land type permit of the location where it died (not where it was standing when
initially shot or what type of land the hunter was hunting/standing on when firing the kill shot). Instead, don't sell
designated Land type antlerless permits, just limit the total number of antlerless permits available in a
DMU/County and simply ask that the hunter indicate the type of land they were hunting on or where the deer
died when they call in their registration. This is no different than asking the time of day and date the animal was
killed on past tags, your data is still only as good as the hunters recording of the actual event, but hunters would
have no reason to lie about the land type - (UNLESS they are only able to buy a single permit of a specific land
type that the deer ultimately does NOT die on.) You will still get the data you desire this way and hunters like
myself who hunt along private/public land boarders do not have to worry about what permit to use or attempt to
buy one of each land type just to kill one antlerless deer. Also - the data in this survey seems to indicate that
there were more antlerless deer killed/registered on each land type in 2017 than there were actual permits sold
of each land type - how can that be?

15306 Last year, fro the first time in several years the number of deer gave hunters a reasonable chance. In the early
2000's, when on any dirt road i would see hundreds of deer tracks. Simultaneously, during those years doe tags
were given and sold liberally. Being a teacher, | spend my summers up north. It was very obvious each year the
number of dir were declining,yet the doe tags were sold liberally until like 2014 there were almost no deer. Right
up to this point, you could buy as many doe tags as you wanted until the ax dropped and then no doe tags were
issued. The last year where doe tags were issued the state DNR reported that the number of deer shot was down
like 70% because of a hard winter. 0.K., the hard winter did kill deer, but the major reason was unregulated doe
tags. Before the 70% drop, i believe the year before the # of tagged deer in our area was down like 35% and the
year before that about the same and the winters had been short and warm, so the 3 year drop was over 90%. It
made me wonder if the insurance lobby was running the DNR because it was very obvious that the deer numbers
were in a free fall for 10 years and yet you could buy a doe tag or many doe tags at will. Now that the deer are
returning i hope the DNR keeps a much closer watch on how many doe tags are issued. During those years as the
numbers plummeted doe seasons had been added in Dec. If you want to know about deer numbers all you have
to do is look at the dirt roads.

15307 Much thanks to the council for all there careful considerations, and the attendants of the meetings. | believe that
there is a HUGE factor that is not getting addressed.. Probably the MOST important!....OVER BUCK HARVESTING
Hunter satisfaction, heard health, hunter tourism, keeping people HERE to hunt rather than leaving the county or
state could be massively improved upon by MANAGING FOR AN EQUAL RATIO OF BUCKS TO DOE. Our heard is
EXTREMELY out of balance. | can't express enough how much good it would do to consider this: 1 either or tag
(buck or doe) per hunter (and of coarse a 2nd if hunting another season-gun, bow etc..), with a limited amount of
doe tags available. I'd suggest the same amount as last year with no increase. We would automatically be
achieving the same "extra harvesting" of does by having an either or tag. Mean while letting a few of our bucks
make it past their 1st 6 months of age, and make many more people want to hunt here because a few of those
bucks would live to be a decent trophy. At the same time our deer heard numbers would slowly increase. |
believe we would see: MUCH happier hunters, an increase in revenue & tourist hunters, old hunters returning
and an increase in youth getting involved, and just an all around better experience sitting in your stand. | believe
this is easily achievable, while also keeping a healthy forest crop and keeping the the deer/auto collisions at an
normal level. Thanks again.
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15308 This is proving to be another tough winter for deer. There will be some winter kill, and/or a somewhat larger
number of animals in their weakened state will be taken by predators. We're saddled with a County wide deer
management unit, which makes it very difficult to manage for the wide discrepancies in deer numbers in
different parts of the county. In the southwestern part of the county, where | hunt, deer numbers have not
recovered, and the number of does is still way down. In 19 days of hunting from Oct. 30 to Nov. 17 last year, |
saw seven does, four adults and three fawns. This was pretty much full day hunting in a dozen or more different
locations in a 15-20 square mile area. And I'm not a rookie. | know what I'm doing. | saw a few more bucks, but
most of them were spikes and forks. Only two mature bucks. BTW, | also do not bait. That's another practice
that should be prohibited state and countywide. Long story short, | believe the County should go back to a bucks
only harvest. Some parts of the county can probably stand some doe harvest, but the DNR has no way to
determine where doe permits will be used, and many of them will be used where the doe population is already

15309 Qur CDAC is doing the best they can. The only thing that concerns me is a lot of antlerless tags on public land.
Everyone knows the county is split with more deer on the east side of HWY 53. The problem is the Biologist
doesn't give enough support (I feel)for most of the county that have very few deer. We are going down the same
road we got into when the deer were almost down to nothing. The Wolf,Bear and all the other predators are all

predators or mother nature. This winter is far from mild and is hanging on a very long time that will hurt fawn
mortality for sure. Please take this into consideration. My property value is down. | would be nuts to try to bring
my Grandchildren up to see no deer. | live in Polk county and the amount of deer here now is like it was in 1989
when | purchased land in Douglas cty. Douglas cty. had as many as Polk cty. and were in great shape. Now the
amount of feed is unlimited with numbers held way down on the west side of 53. No overbrowsing anywhere.
Thank you for all you(CDAC)do. Please take the long winter into consideration.

15310 why only one question on predators? other than severe winters predators should be our major concern. |
believe and what i have read is the reason for no deer or high number of deer in some areas. wolves for example
push deer into pockets between packs. i own 40 acres but hunt mainly public land. Its no secrete that private
land owners, that don't farm their land are growing the heard on their property just for hunting and im sure cull a
large amount of wolves to help the heard. lets talk about the predators and where the pockets of deer are, i bet
they are between the packs or on private land. and no, i am not anti-wolves. They are needed to help keep a
healthy heard, but way to many. to many deer in town and not enough in the country. If this help, | have lived in
the country for a long time. from Gordon to lake nebagamon. fish the Brule River from the head waters to lake
superior. Bird hunt or deer hunt most of douglas county and only see small pockets of deer. Hunted all nine days
in two different areas during the 2017 gun season and only seeing a few deer. small bucks and very few does.
thanks for your time.

15311 | hunt off the Jersett RD, north-east of Solon Springs, and in the Brule River State forest. When wolves moved into
this area a number of years ago, they literally obliterated the deer population, and it has not come back since.
Previous to that time we had always seen good numbers of deer, and since the influx of wolves, we now basically
see none. Last year, our group of 4 hunted all week, and pretty much all day long. We saw a combined total of 2
deer for the week. It also wasn't any better the year before. This is not an issue of winter severity, bears, or any
other oddity. Wolves are the problem, and this issue needs to be fixed in this area. | actually feel like my answers
to your survey are meaningless, as your questions are based on the assumption of having an existing deer
population. | don't know what effect my answers will have on 1 or 2 deer.
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15312 We've owned land in this unit for close to 20 years. Hunting was great when we first purchased our property.

Many does and some good bucks. Often times you could see 5-10 deer a night. HUNTING WAS FUN BACK THEN.
We continually try to make improvements in our habitat (food plots, forest management programs,etc), yet we
continue to see a decline in deer numbers every single year. Now, if you happen to see a single deer in an outing
now, whether you’re on public or private land, it’s a good night. Many times you see none. Please, please, please
stop giving out doe tags. Please increase the number of bear permits you give out, please ban baiting and please
allow for wolf hunts again. | firmly believe these are all contributing factors in the low deer numbers. Thank you
for providing the form to the public.

15313 The deer numbers have been increasing throughout the county. Although, | worry with stress the late snowfall
has been putting on the deer in the bigger woods. | think it would be a mistake to increase the quota to more
than 1,000 antlerless for 2018. 2,500 tags will give a lot of hunters an opportunity to kill a doe and save a few
yearling bucks for the guys/gals that prefer to manage their area for more mature bucks. We still have a predator
issue that has been keeping the heard numbers reduced for several years and the wolf numbers are going to
keep increasing until they can be managed. With balancing these factors | think a quota of 1,000 antlerless tags is
sufficient to still increase the heard while using the natural resource for its intended purpose.

15314 | am a hunter of forty plus years. | fully support the mentored hunting program. What | don't support is last years
change that allowed 2 guns in the field, one for the mentor, and one for the mentee. | find it very suspicious that
2 and 3 year olds are carrying a gun and harvesting a deer under their junior antlerless permit. What 10 year old,
let alone a 5 year old , has more than a 2 minute attention span? And we're going to give him his own gun? This is
insane! Continue to allow the mentored hunt, but only with one gun, and if a junior antlerless permit is to be
used, only to kids 10 years old and older. Far too many adults are using the junior permits as a way of doing an
end run around regulations.

15315 Having hunted Douglas County for the past 33 years, | believe that a couple more years of Bucks only would help
tremendously. Talking with other deer camps, the thoughts are the same. If the doe tag numbers are raised, it
will hurt the gains that have been made over the past few years. The deer numbers are just not there yet. I'm at
the hunting cabin from Sept - December, including hunting all 9 days of every gun season. Even driving the
logging roads all Fall and walking through areas scouting, you are lucky if you even see a flag of a deer. Along
with that, | have five trail cameras working different locations 24 hours a day. You would be very surprised at the
lack of deer pictures.

15316 | like hunting the northern forest. | do not have to kill a deer to be successful but it is sure nice to see one
occasionally. In the 52 years | have hunted in Douglas county the last 7 years were the worst as far as seeing
deer. | averaged 6 deer sightings for each of those last 6 years. 2017 was slightly better at 12 sightings. | hunt
every day of the gun season and occasionally bow hunt also. (I live 5 hours from our cabin) | am not a tavern
hunter, | am in the woods. We need to get the herd increased before giving out doe tags on public land. That in
my opinion is why they are scarce. (The years of unlimited $2 doe tags). Thanks for allowing me to give my
opinion.

15317 Too much attention is paid to the areas of the county with low deer populations in determining quotas. The folks
who hunt those areas have to realize that after several relatively mild winters, if the deer population hasn't
rebounded to their satisfaction, it probably isn't going to with the current predator levels. They either have to
work on their property to attract and hold more deer or find a new places to hunt. Sitting on the same stump for
the last however many years over a pile of corn and wishing for the glory days of seeing 20 deer a day isn't going
to happen again. Also, | also feel that more effort needs to be made in educating hunters on CWD.
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15318 This winter is much more severe that at the time of the March 12th hearing. We still have 2 feet of snow in the

woods at the time of this writing (April 2nd) with more on the way. | think given the winter severity lingering this
will have a impact on fawn production. | hunt in southwestern Douglas County and | do not believe the deer
numbers are high enough to justify additional anterless harvest at this time. Additionally, oak regeneration is
very high and | do not see any evidence of overbrowsing. | strongly request that the counsel reduce the anterless
harvest allocation in Douglas County in 2018 to no more than 500 killed. | would prefer bucks only.

15319 Predator population is quite high in Douglas County, Wolf issues has to be addressed and is way to large in

certain areas of county. Wolf population is thriving and damaging the deer population in areas. Bear population
is highest | have ever seen. This past winter might have been more severe than first thought. A lot of snow at the
end of the season when deer already stressed from cold weather and snow hindering movement. Winter kill will
be an issue again to consider. Deer numbers are still struggling from back to back bad winters several years ago. |
see a bit of improvement but not much so at a very slow recovery rate.

15320 Good day, | would suggest adapting a different or longer deer hunting time frame. The reason is it is very hard for

15321

15322

15323

15324

15325

many to travel to visit family during the Thanksgiving holiday and also hunt at the same time in Wisconsin. We
visit my family in Missouri for Thanksgiving on Thursday and with a DriveTime it leaves maybe at the most two
days restaurant and that is difficult for our family. It is hard for me to train my young son and give him a passion
for deer hunting only have to take family time away from our loved ones. Appreciate everything you guys do
some help in this area thanks so much

It would be very helpful if in larger geographical counties like Douglas with diverse habitat for the county to be
broke into management units to better manage the herd. This one size fits all mentality doesn't take into account
the large forest/public land areas with higher portions of predators versus the private smaller tracts of land with
less. It would be helpful to address the unique needs of these differences differently when it comes to antler less
tags. We certainly could do a better job locally managing the herd than people making those decisions down in
Madison.

| have noticed the number of deer increasing slightly over the past few years. When up ATVing or hunting I've
seen a reasonable number of healthy deer, compared with five years ago where deer sightings where few and far
between. I'm encouraged by the current population growth and would hate to see a several year set back due to
over issuing antlerless permits. | believe the antlerless tag is a great option for youth hunters to encourage the
enjoyment and future participation in hunting but would recommend limiting bonus tags and antlerless tags to all
other hunters.

I am a landowner and hunt my own land. Keep the private/public tags at 60%/40%, | do not like the proposal of
50/50 for 2018. More tags should go to people who own land in the area and pay taxes in the area verses public
tags which tend to go more to those who live outside of the area. Tourism S$ | know is part of this, but when one
has a vested interest in the hunt where one lives, consideration should be given to that first. People shooting
more than one antlerless before officially using their antlerless tag is a concern. Not sure what to do about this.

| believe a increase in doe tags in Douglas county is a little premature, since the deer numbers are just getting
decent and the hunting is finally getting good! Nobody wants to sit in a deer stand all day and not see any
deer(especially young kids who are just getting out hunting for the first time). | also don't see any negative effects
on the enviroment (forestry ect..) having a higher deer population . At least the areas | hunt. | would also love to
see someday in Douglas county quality deer management not just deer numbers being managed.

Thanks to the CDAC committee members for their dedication to our shared resource. It is appreciated. Although
the quota for antlerless deer increased from last year to this it is not nearly enough. Buck harvest and densities
have been increasing over the past 3 years. Almost to the point they were the mid-2000's. High density deer
herds are something we should not be managing for due to habitat reductions that occur when deer numbers are
high. High herd densities make the population less resilient to harsh winters due to this habitat loss.
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15326 Not sure how increasing the antlerless tag quotas will increase the over herd size? | fully support the zero
antlerless tag quota that was in place in Douglas county the previous years and would like to see that go into
affect again. Before the zero antlerless tag quotas it would be days into the season before we seen a deer. After
the 2 (?) years of zero antlerless tags seasons we are now seeing deer all the time, not just during deer season. |
would prefer to a see lot of deer during the hunting then not seeing deer for days on end.

15327 The deer heard has improve a lot since no doe tags and mild winters. Just wondering since this winter never
ends and still getting snow in april. Do not decide on doe tags until this long winter is over. This 9 day gun
season question on no more party hunting is wrong like are family us older guys is nice having young guys around
to help drag a deer out. Do not shoot deer for the nephew kids. This all started because the new age limit for
hunting. | know me and other friends will quite rifle hunting

15328 | strongly support the 2017 proposal to cut Douglas County in three parts. The deer population rebounded well
in the North and East parts of the county. The Southwest corner of Douglas County is overrun with wolves,
coyote, coywolf, bear and bobcats. When is the DNR going to address the predictor problem in the SW corner of
the county??? The county should be managed in sections in order to address the predictor problem in the SW
corner while offering different harvest goals elsewhere.

15329 j am extremely concerned about the spread of CWD and the fact that it appears to be spreading via captive deer
herds. It also appears to me that this is being ignored by the DNR and state politicians probably because the
captive deer herd industry has a strong lobby. (the DNR/politicians are being paid off). If this continues the
average hunter will no longer have a public deer herd to hunt. The only place to hunt will be the fenced in deer
farms - it will be a rich mans sport.

15330 there are still areas in this unit that are devoid of deer and nobody wants to talk about that, although with the
wolf population | don't know if it will ever come back ( something has to get done about this ) there's also the
baiting issue nobody wants to talk about.this county is in terrible shape compaired to 20 years ago and we need
to look back see what has changed and take a long look at how we've screwed this up and come up with a viable
plan on rectifying the situation.

15331 | would like to see a minimal waste policy enacted, similar to the State of Alaska. | was disturbed with number of
antlerless carcasses | found this season with only the loins removed and the rest left to be wasted. Not only is this
a waste of a precious resource but a very disturbing image for non-hunters who also use these lands. With
electronic registration the honor system is be abused by wasteful hunters.

15332 The unit's CDAC is charged with making antler-less harvest decisions for the WHOLE COUNTY. Not increasing
antler-less quotas will not guarantee increased deer numbers in areas of the County where deer numbers have
been low due to poor environmental or habitat problems. | would predict that deer numbers will increase to
possibly detrimental levels in areas with suitable habitat, putting both out forests and agricultural areas at
greater risk to degradation.

15333 | believe the antlerless quota is a bit high for 2018. This winter is dragging on, and, | see the deer really looking for
something to eat. Other wildlife as well (Turkeys), are doing the same. What field is exposed due to snow melt,
has deer on them. We see more deer, yes, but, should next winter be similar/colder, there will be issue(s). The
predators, wolf specifically, do have effect where | live and hunt. They need State control, NOT Federal.

15334 Buck goal of 3,500 is too low....if general hunting population in Douglas County was aware that we are at 97% of
goal, | think you would have a revolt from the general hunting population. Buck goal should be 4,000 - 4,500 (or
a tighter range of 4,000 to 4,200) | support an increase to 750 antlerless tags, but | believe 1,000 in excessive
given a now-bad winter in the southern end of the county, continued predation, etc. Don't overdo it.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Douglas, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
- Recommendations - Spring 2018

15335 By my observations the deer have not increased over the last several years. We have been having serious
problems with timber wolf's and black bears both doing destruction on the deer herd. 10 years | found 115 shed
deer antlers and last year | found 7. | think that tells me the whole story. Probably 25-30 does for one buck. This
is terrible. | would venture to say that | won't even find 7 antlers this spring. The deer need help really bad.

15336 From my observations in the woods the poplulation is still rebuilding and doesn't need the added pressure of
additional anterless tags being permitted. The wolf and coyote population is still high and feasting on many deer
in our area which is having an impact by keeping the deer population from rebounding like it should. Before you
give more antlerless permits you should implement a program for reducing the wolf and coyote population.

15337 | feel our CDAC group is great. There hands are tied with one large unit. They can't control the out of control
predator problem. Only the human problem. There are a lot of parts of Douglas County that could hold a lot more
deer. Those places need more time to grow and more predator control. Please find some help on this. Land
values are down Young hunter participation is down Predators are up More feed and clear cuts than ever

15339 Minutes from the last meeting talked about predator issues. Predators is a minimal issue compared to people
and their activities. We need to stop baiting. Baiting concentrates deer hence concentrating predators. This is
why you have pictures of predators. | don't get any wolf pictures. Baiting forces deer to be nocturnal and limits
their movements. If we get rid of baiting people will see more deer during hunting periods.

15338 Way, way, way too many antlerless tags available for 2017, and a "stupid" amount of antlerless tags being
considered for 2018. Stop killing all the does and let the northern herd grow! They have a difficult time the
way it is with the high number of bears, wolves, bobcats, and harsh 2017-2018 Winter/ 2018 Spring. Let a life-
long hunter's observations matter. Please.

15340 2017 was the first year in the last five years that i saw an increase in deer numbers. Lets don't start patting
ourselves on the back quite yet. We have a long way to go to return deer numbers to where they should be.
There still remains to be way to many predators and those numbers continue to grow, especially the wolf
population. So lets take it easy on the number of bonus tags that you issue. Thanks for your time.

15341 this has turned out to be a severe winter. last time doe were over harvested deer sightings became scarce in this
area. The herd in this area was just starting to recover. i would deeply restrict the taking of doe for one more
season at least.  also, the predator/prey ratio here seems way out of balance. the bear population is way
high. wolf and coyote are high also.

15342 The dnr offering limitless tags in the past, along with over abundance of wolves, is what got us into this mess
(depletion of deer numbers). We need to increase and establish a good foundation of the herds again before
doling out too many tags. With the snowstorms and prolonged winter, our fawn production/success rate could
be negatively affected - need to keep that in mind.

15343 personally | wish baiting was being discussed, to potentially be banned in the area. Baiting brings all the deer to
a concentrating area making it's footprint on on the property it is being attracted too and away from the natural
food choices for the other hunters who put more effort into hunting. Baiting also | feel concentrates deer in an
error for natural predators.

15344 | feel if you look at the number of private property owners in the county that meet the requirements for
"private" tag issuing you would see that the numbers don't justify penalizing those who don't have the luxury of
owning enough land to qualify. Why are the private land owners getting preference, if crop damage is the
concern isn't there reimbursements for that.

15346 | have trail camera pictures of many bears, some wolves coyotes and what | believe is a mountain lion on my trail
cameras. These predators have been there for years, and | believe an important part of a healthy eco system is
managing the predator population as well as the deer population. Additional bear tags and a wolf season would
help the cause.
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15345 |t’s a very sad day in Wisconsin when big industry uses lobbying dollars to control the deer herd for their best
interest instead of the interests of the general public and the animals themselves. Using science to determine the
deer herd is a great thing however, not using all the information avalable makes the science not as accurate as it
could be.

15347 You have done good so far, don't increase the numbers until we have them. If you want to hand out antler less
tags, give them to the youth hunters. We have to many wolfs in Douglas Co., until the wolf numbers are
controlled we will not have a deer population large enough to have the antler less tags we would all like to see.
BUCKS only

15348 Need DMU's back. Need wolf hunt. Hunting camps have few hunters. Most of the kids stopped hunting, they
never see deer. Deer numbers are improving but have a long way to go. We had 14 guys in our camp, now we
have 2. Did not shoot a buck in 2017, but at least saw a few does. Land prices low and few sales. Businesses still
struggling.

15349 COME HOME AND HUNT WITH YOUR FAMILY..... | would like to see a deer license made avaible to family
members who have moved out of state and want to come home to hunt.A shortened license from Thanksgiving
to Sunday at reduced cost or a 3 day license. Grandpa could hunt with his children and grand children as the
hunting tradition began.

15350 The deer numbers are up from the levels of recent years but they have a ways to go. Our camp saw deer every
day which is a change from the last 5 or so years. However the number of bucks seen was still low. Keeping the
antler-less down for one to two more years can better help the population rebound.

15351 After watching this management unit collapse over the years, it is very frustrating. | have given up on hunting
with the minimal amount of opportunities we have. Hopefully someday it comes back. In my opinion, we need to
shut down hunting in this area for a season or two to get a dramatic bounce back!

15352 This winter will have a direct effect on the population, we're seeing fewer deer each ride we take in the county,
1x 2x/wk. | do not believe a wait and see rationale is appropriate for 2018. | think there ought to be NO
antlerless tags for anyone this year. Thus is my words for the birds!

15353 These quota numbers are way too low. | hunted public land in Douglas County and saw a ton of deer. Also driving
around in Douglas County | see an incredible amount of deer. It is time to start issuing a lot more doe tags and try
to slow down the unsustainable population growth in the county.

15354 | am for keeping youth anterless tags valid for the 2018 season. | was able to be with my son to harvest a nice
doe on public land . He was so exited to be able to do this. With no anterless tags this would of never happened

15355 |n the past three months, | have seen more deer along my daily 60 mile commute along the HWY 53 /27 / 2
roadways than | have in the last 15 years. Unable to tell how many male vs female, but the number of deer near
residential areas along these routes have increased greatly.

15357 Dairyland deer numbers are still way down. Predator population including wolves and coyotes are way up. Our
hunting party consisting of 10 out of state hunters haven't participated in hunting up here in 6 years now due to
mismanagement of and near non existent deer numbers

15356 | would support a 1,000 antlerless tags for Douglas County. | believe 2,500 is way too many for the deer that we
have. To try and increase the deer herd, with a goal in mind of killing 1,000 antlerless deer is counter productive.
The council needs to rethink this proposal.

15358 | think that owners of private land should be notified of antlerless permit first since they are paying the taxes.
They should have an early registration before the public land goes on for antlerless permits. Ex you went on line
and it said 35,000 people before you.

Report Generated: Friday, April 13, 2018 Douglas, Northern Forest



Public Input on CDAC Preliminary
Recommendations - Spring 2018

15359 Keep youth tags valid for 2018 | Awesome to keep the kids involved with the number of anterless tags out in this
unit . Nice way to give a the youth the chance to harvest a deer if you only see a doe . Keeps them looking
forward for the sport !

15360 | feel the increase in antlerless Tags outside of the metro is unwarranted if the quota is 1000 deer. We hit that
last season with 1/2 as many tags judging off these numbers. Why increase the tags if the current quota was hit
under previous tags?

15361 | own forest land. | am trying to grow trees. The high amount of deer is taking their toll on the trees. Several years
ago new planted trees were not getting hit too hard. They are now. It is having an economic impact on me. More
doe tags.

15362 Deer herd just starting to come back after years of low numbers. Keep anterless harvest to a minimum.Predators
are a concern with high populations at this time. Appears winter is still hanging on and will influence winter kill
of herd.

15363 | am for allowing the youth anterless tag to be valid in this unit . It’s great for our youth to have a chance to
harvest a deer regardless of tags that are limited . The dnr does a great job promoting youth ! Keep up the good
work!

15364 Predation, youth hunt, tribal harvest, nuisance and damage permits also add to our antlerless harvest. In addition
to our quota, we have taken 500-600 antlerless deer every year including out three years with Zero Antlerless
permits...

15365 There seem to be a lot of deer in areas where there is a lot of private property....but the land that is open to the
public is HIGHLY pressured and the deer population has consistently been quite low. Thanks for taking my
comments.

15366 Wisconsin needs to overhaul the CWD management plan and get more aggressive in slowing the spread to the
northern forests. The deer farms need to be regulated much more to decrease the risk of CWD spreading from
farms to the wild.

15367 I'm glad to see the equal amount of antlerless tags given to private and public lands. It's also time to stop baiting
and feeding of deer for CWD reasons and private landowners using baiting as a tool to hold deer on their land.

15368 Wolf numbers are increasing steadily and coupled with other predators(bear, coyote, and bobcats) put much
pressure on the herd. Keep the youth tags, but don’t get so “happy” with doe tags for at least a few more years.

15369 Keeping the youth antlerless tags valid for 2018 would be a great way to keep the youth involved being the
number of tags out there. I'm all for keeping youth tags valid !!! Great for the youth hunters!

15370 The deer numbers are increasing, but we shouldn't increase the number of bonus tags over 2017 until further
increases are seen. | enjoy the crossbow season and do not want to see that season curtailed.

15371 Northern areas are still affected by winter kill off and wolves! Herd is still not up to past years when permits sold
for $2 and hunters filled the food pantries! Let's not let that happen again!

15372 Don't go back to giving out too many antlerless permits.l think some areas have not recovered.When you look in
the fields there seems to be quite a few deer but just remember thats most of them.

15373 | am seeing many more deer this year. | sense there will be a large explosion of deer if more doe permits are not
offered. Car collisions seem to be rampant. Offer more doe tags.

15374 The high numbers of deer are causing damage to our forest and especially our county forest. This is costing all
landowners in this county money now and in the future.

15375 Doe numbers too low would like to see no doe tags issued except letting the youth hunters only harvest Doe . |
Believe in getting youth out in the woods hunting .
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15376 suggest reducing anterless tags in Douglas county to 500-750 level rather than 1,000 Thanks to all the members
of the council members for their commitment of time.

15377 Seeing more wolves than deer . Every year we see far more wolf kills . We about ready to quit hunting in Douglas
County waste of time and money no deer .

15379 Too many wolves. Deer #'s improving but it has a long way to go. Businesses and land values in this area are
suffering because of both these factors.

15378 saw very few deer ..this should be a buck only zone ..l have property there which I'm selling due to the lack of
deer and over abundance of wolves ..

15380 | would like to see the availability to test my harvested deer for CWD. | would also like to see a total ban on deer
farms in our state.

15381 With the current rise in deer numbers, | would expect that they will increase greatly. | think we need to issue
more doe tags.

15382 Due to the severity of the winter and the snow depth still in April, no doe tags should be given except to the
youth hunters.

15383 Worried about the severity of this past winter. It is starting to get long and there's still a pretty deep snow cover.
15384 | see no reason to have anterless tags for private land owners.They all have food plots and bait piles on there land
15385 There are way too many deer collisions casing damage to vehicles and injuries to people.

15386 You need to make more antlerless permits available for private landowners.

15387 | support not issuing any anterless harvest permits for Douglas County!

15388 We need to open more Private land to the General Public to hunting.

15389 Ban any deer farms in the county. Ban baiting in the county.

15390 To many wolves. To many bears. Need to manage predators too.

15391 Just let youth hunters have the doe tags

15392 Too many car-deer accidents.

15393 Too many wolves!!

15394 Too many wolves
18023
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

63 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 34
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 7
| hunt in this unit: 58
General interest in this unit: 9

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 54

Bow: 37
Crossbow: 22
Muzzleloader: 31

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 21.6
Maximum: 68

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 34

Mostly Private Land: 7
Public and Private Land About Equally: 10
Mostly Public Land: 5
Exclusively Public Land: 2
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 8

Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

Very crowded:

6

3

Somewhat crowded: 6
1

Not applicable: 0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 15
Fewer: 15
Same: 23
More: 7

Many More: 0

Unsure: 3

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 1

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High
29 12 12 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 2 27 20 13 1
Bonus Tags - Public land: 1 2 26 16 15 3

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 5 43 15 0
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 15 46 2
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 24 36 3
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 3 59 1
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.73
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.56
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.23
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.55
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.18
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.23
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.16
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.03
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.16
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.81
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.32
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its employees.

15395 | would like to see the crossbow hunting continue with the archery as it has been the past few years. Hunting
with a bow has become difficult for me due to back injuries. This past season was my breaking point where | felt
the need to purchase a crossbow for use. The bow aggravates my back and | no longer can drag a deer from the
woods. | have to use a winch to pull out my deer and then winch it into my truck bed. After hearing recent
discussions, | fear the crossbow season may be cut back to a minimal amount of time. | do not have an handicap
designation nor do not fit the over 65 age that would allow me to use a crossbow if the crossbow season is
changed. However, | am 60 years old and with my current physical condition, | am as good as | am going to be.
So, would it be possible to lower the age requirement from 65 years old to 60? The age of 60 would allow me to
continue to hunt during the bow season that | have thoroughly enjoyed. | did read a current statistic from the
NRB that indicated 52 as the average age of crossbow hunters. Although | don't have any statistics to indicate
how many hunters fit the 60 and over age, | don't believe this lowered age would be a burden on the season or
the deer herd. Thank you for your consideration and all the hard work that the CDAC performs to create great
hunting opportunities!

15396 The central farmland zone of Dunn County holds tremendous potential for trophy class bucks. Myself and
numerous landowners support and actively are trying to manage for larger deer antlers and healthier deer. From
a personal stand point, | have invested nearly $350,000 in land, ponds, woodland mgt and other improvements
for the sake of improving the size of bucks. In the past 10 years, | have killed only a couple of bucks, in most
years don't harvest one. | purposely leave the smaller bucks go. The ones | let go are often are shot often don't
make it past 2 1/2 years old because they are shot. | fully support youth harvesting ANY deer, but it's time
Wisconsin joins the ranks of lowa, Indiana, lllinois, Sask & Alberta for larger deer. | know W1l is #1 in B&C entries,
but considering the 600,000 hunters in the state, the numbers taken each year isn't very good. The DNR Needs
to open a hunting/trapping season for wolves in Northern Wisconsin. Lastly, coyotes in have become
problematic in Dunn. DNR should loosen their trapping and snaring laws to enable coyotes to be harvested more
aggressively. | find numerous deer kills every year from coyotes.

15397 The question about how many deer did | see the in 2017 over 2016 is sort of deceptive when | only saw two deer
each year during the gun season. You should be asking numbers to help gauge the effectiveness of the question.
In the 8 years I've been hunting Dunn County, the deer numbers on the private farm I've hunted have steadily
gone down to the point where I've seen only 4 deer in the last 3 gun seasons. From 2010-2015 | was seeing about
20 deer during just opening weekend. Now, | feel lucky to see a couple deer over the 9 day season. Landowner
bow hunted over a dozen times and only saw 4 does and one small buck on the 160 acre which is about 1/2
woods and is next to a 600 acre private wooded property with two State properties within 1/2 mile. People ARE
shooting more deer than are being reported. The last two years, I've overheard locals at a local bar talk about
shooting deer and simply not registering because of the new on-line only registration system. Landowners are
shooting deer and processing them without ever talking them in to register so they can save their tags for a "real"
registration. So your harvest numbers are heavily skewed low.
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15398 There is nowhere near the population of deer in the area of this unit | hunt like there was when | first started all
this antlerless hunting has ruined it especially around the public land. In my opinion one public antlerless tag per
hunter would be plenty if any at all. Being able to see deer consistently is what helps new people get into the
sport and enjoy it. | also know there is better populations around the large tracts of private land where only
certain people get to enjoy having the opportunity to hunt that land unlike where you have many hunting the
same piece of public and not seeing deer. There just needs to be more focus of conserving herds in or around
public areas. | have no problem with others having opportunity to hunt public but some are greedy and need to
shoot as many as they can just cause all tags they can buy makes it ok to some. It's similar to fishing when people
know fish are in an area they will be there catching limits day after day until they either move or are fished out.

15399 please stop the public / private designation for doe permits. What difference does it really make? If you are
doing it to find out how many people are hunting public land, simply ask the question when you buy your
license. | hunt both private and public due to loss of land availability to hunt. This is mostly due to farmer's now
leasing their land, but also some is due to a newer generation of young hunters in which farmer's are letting their
next of kin hunt their land instead. The private / public designation complicates things. Deer do not always die
on the side of the fence where you shoot them, especially during bow season. It could also limit who stands
where while making a deer drive if hunting both sides of the private/public fenceline. This is a huge crutch!

15400 Would like to see the muzzleloader season changed to the weekend after the close of regular gun season then
run 9 days giving the deer a week to settle down and hunters 2 weekends to hunt. We also really liked the
holiday hunt. The youth deer season has been a great blessing to our family over the years and really helped my
children to learn hunting skills a low pressure environment and create a life long love of deer hunting, but would
like to see it moved back a week or two into October, deer movement would be better weather cooler not so
much foliage. Thank you so much for the great work you do!!

15401 The hunt in Dunn county is a quality hunt right now on private land. However, CWD is a huge issue that many
people are still in denial about. | support an immediate ban on all baiting, feeding, mineral, supplements, urine
based scents, attractants, etc... At best, our greed will rob our children of the chance to enjoy hunting as we have.
At worst, it could cost us our health- possibly our lives. Also, not tagging deer is a joke. Will make the poaching
problem in northern Dunn county even worse. 5 carcasses left in the ditch on my road in the last 2 years. Thank
you for considering my comments.

15402 | Jive in the southern most area of this unit an over the past several years the deer numbers have steadily
declined. Earn a buck was very hard on this area of the unit, deer numbers decreased by more then 75 percent
an have never recovered. Weather it is predation , way to many anterless tags, winter impact or the culmination
of all the above . Personally would like to see buck only and a group party doe tag. We are headed in the wrong
direction with a doe only season. Sounds like the council members are to concerned with horns an not deer
management in their best interest.

15403 Currently there is no evidence of CWD in Dunn county however it is very close proximity. In my opinion it would
be very important to do all that can be done to keep it this way. | am very frustrated with the state government
officials, not DNR officials, an their lack of insight, concern or commitment to do anything about the spread of

offices so they could doing something rather than sitting back and waiting for things to change.

15404 Opening up more hunting opportunities will not increase the number of hunters with the joke of a licensing
system the state had implemented. This system opens the door to dishonest hunters, hunters on the fence of
whether or not to go hunting doesn't have to buy a license until the season begins and can go hunting without a
license, pull out heir smartphone in the woods, buy a license on the spot to cover a harvested deer. If they didn't
get a deer, no need to buy a license. That hurts the DNR operating funds.
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15405 This management area by county is very unrepresentative of the actual areas. The previous management zones
represented the areas specifically and allowed for focused herd management. This county in particular,as well as
several others in the state, are quite diverse from one end of the county to the other. | fully support redrawing
management zones to better represent the type of habitat and herds in those areas. The county system is not a
long term viable way to manage these areas.

15406 With public land limited here, | have noticed an ever growing number of people and much fewer deer numbers
on that land. Large private parcels seem to have an abundance of deer and very few anterless are being shot on
these tracts in our area. | think the proposed private vs public quota is in line but | also believe that in the end
there are considerable numbers of deer being shot on public land with private tags. This allows private land
owners to keep "their" deer on their land.

15407 Too much hunting pressure. There are lots of deer,but they are hunted from Sept thru Jan. They are forced to go
nocturnal early season on and reduce chances of harvest. When | did see deer, there would be groups of 5 to 20
does, maybe 1 buck. Lots of "baiting" going on. Seems strange in an agricultural area, but see and know, that the
use of "flavored, scented feeds" are very prevalent in the woods, making for a tough hunt for those of us that
choose not to do that.

15408 |n 2017, | planned to partake in the Holiday Hunt, but the severity of the weather limited/ discouraged
participation in the hunt. | view the Holiday Hunt as another opportunity to harvest an antlerless deer if la person
has not harvested one during the regular gun season. | would like to see the Holiday Hunt continued, for this
reason. It's an additional option for people, especially considering work schedules and time available to hunt.

15409 |t is truly remarkable how low the deer population is in this area compared to years ago but the assumption
continues to be there are so many deer. | have a couple hundred acres of prime deer country that | use to be able
to see a few deer every time in the stand. Now | lucky to see one maybe every 3rd sitting. Until the population
recovers to a least its old level, | have stopped hunting and encourage others to do the same.

15410 Crossbows are causing significantly higher deer mortality, unrecovered deer and decreased opportunities for
archery hunters. Crossbow use needs to be limited to a significantly shorter and earlier season. The main reason
given for legalizing crossbows was for hunting recruitment, which would still be possible during the first two
weeks of archery season when the weather is significantly nicer for younger and older hunters.

15411 Regular rifle hunting pressure is high on public lands. Youth gun season(l'll be hunting with 2 youth's this year, did
with 1in 2017), archery season, and muzzleloader season pressure was light on public lands. Any way to expand
lenght of youth season, or make holiday hunt youth only? | work alternating weekend's, and if I'm not off of
work, my kids can't hunt. That happened to me in 16, and may again in 18.

15412 We need to have less tags issued period! The amount of deer are not there compared to years past. We need to
limit how many deer are harvested or we will be hurting in the future. | understand this is all about politics and
insurance companies paying off politicians but we need to take care of this issue or my kids won't have the
chances at a deer that i had.

15413 |f you want to reduce deer numbers by killing more does give out more farmland free with license tags. Like 2 per
license. The percentage of tags used will probably go down but the actual number of killed deer will go up. The
tags cost virtual nothing to produce and because of number of tags that would be available more actual tags will
be filled.

15414 | think deer numbers are still strong. Less people move around though, so less get pushed during seer season.
Every property has a big tower that people sit in all season. | am fine with that, but that is why people see less
deer.

15415 Would love to see a point requirement for buck harvest or something to get the average age up, Dunn county is a
Buffalo co type of buck factory if something is done to get the age going in the right direction.
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15416 | would like to see the crossbow season stay as it is in november. It is getting harder to pull my bow due to a
bum shoulder. thank you

15417 something to consider is 1 buck per year even if hunting with multiple tags(example, Archery or Crossbow and
Gun) could still fill your bonus tag (doe) with each.

15418 | do believe the crossbow season should be slightly shorter than the 2017 season and only one antlerless tag
given for crossbow hunters and bowhunters

15419 Separate cross bow season.The success rates for cross bow is in line with shotgun success, not archery. Go to
one buck killed in all seasons.

15420 | don’t like the private/public preference when buying a license. | don’t think it matters where the deer was killed.
15421 There is a big problem in northern Dunn County with people using private land doe tags on public land.

15422 plenty of deer in the county. Should have 2 antlerless tags per license and Holiday Hunt.

15423 | would like to see the crossbow season separated from the bow season and shorter.

15424 Would vote for apr
15425 none

18024
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Eau Claire, Central Farmland

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

46 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 32
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 7
| hunt in this unit: 39
General interest in this unit: 5

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

4. Which statement best describes where you deer

hunted in this unit last season?

Exclusively Private Land:

Mostly Private Land:

Public and Private Land About Equally:
Mostly Public Land:

Exclusively Public Land:

| did not hunt in this unit last year:

o W == U1 O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?

Not at all Crowded:
Not too crowded:
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

5

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 35

Bow: 23
Crossbow: 12

Very crowded:

5

3

Somewhat crowded: 0
1

Not applicable: 1

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in

Muzzleloader: 16 the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and
fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 5
Fewer: 16
Same: 18
More: 3

Many More: 3

Unsure: 1

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 2
Average: 21.13
Maximum: 49

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations
7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in
this unit?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High

Antlerless Quota: 1 8 17 12 6 2

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 0 2 20 13 10 1
Bonus Tags - Public land: 0 3 21 6 6 10
Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land: 0 2 16 8 2 18
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land: 0 2 13 8 5 18

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 1 28 16 1
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: 0 11 19 16

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 8 34 4
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 12 30 4
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 3 39 4
If a Zero Quota is adopted... VALID NOT VALID Unsure
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.56
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.79
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.21
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.37
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.21
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.26
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.26
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.23
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.44
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.12
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.49
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15426 For this units CDAC | feel that some progress is being made but not enough. Far to many people do not express
their opinions and they have great opinions. Reasons for not expressing is, no internet, do not care to attend
meetings due to the same talk happy people that attend every year, the amount of trust with the CDAD's is still
not their. Change in this DMU is slow and | understand this can happen but, when hunters have seen poor
management for so many years we kind of want faster results. To get some of the hunters and folks with great
opinions to attend the CDAC meetings hold them out in the country at some local establishment where these
folks can feel comfortable, not allot of people want to drive to Eau Claire, bad traffic, bad parking, bad
experience. Again, the CDACs seem to be headed in the right direction, Thanks for that.

15427 WDNR should look at lowa as a model of how to preserve a quality deer herd. I've hunted Minnesota, Wisconsin,
and lowa over the years and lowa offers the best hunting experience of the 3 states, and it's not even close. The
only expectation | have is that | see deer 90% of the time I'm in the field. If I sit 10 time a fall, | should see deer
on 9 of the sits. It's VERY hard to get kids interested in the hunting tradition if you take them out in the stand and
you don't see any action. We need to increase our deer heard by controlling the number of deer harvested. Buck
only, and maybe even a 4 pt antler restriction would allow for not only more deer, but a better
quality/experience as well. Thanks for your consideration.

15428 The deer herd is way down in many areas in eau Claire county yes there are areas that are better than others but
for the most it's way down. Stop wiping the deer herd out. But the hole state the deer herd is way down. So stop
killing deer because u get incentives from the insurance companys. | want my kids and my grand kids to have a
good opportunity to have a good hunting in the future.

15429 The number of deer in total has declined in recent years. The number of bucks we see here is far higher than
does!! | identified only Three different does last year but identified over seven different bucks living in the area.
Also,the number of button bucks I've identified outnumber the doe fawns by over Four to one. Something is
wrong here!? We cannot afford to shoot a doe in my area.

15430 | think one should be able to use a crossbow during bow hunting and gun hunting how it currently is structured
now. | am a felon lost my right at 17 have now found a way to enjoy the outdoors again and harvest game, and
hopefully introduce my son, girlfriend, and her two boys to are wonderful Outdoors. And maybe have a better
chance of filling the freezer.

15431 The metro subunit will be a burden due to pigeon holing people where they can or cannot hunt even more by
having to have separate tags to hunt different areas. The way the unit is drawn now including rural areas in the
town of Seymour does not provide relief for people that are having 'issues' with deer eating their plants in the
city.

15432 ppen the archery season to vertical bow hunting only on August 15th. allow hunters to choose vertical bow
hunting or crossbow. one tag only! buck only! open the crossbow season October 15th and close all seasons the
first weekend in January like we currently do.

15433 Decent deer numbers currently, but high numbers of antlerless deer. Our group pushed 34 deer out of an 80 acre
drive and not a single buck. Lots of fawns in that number so that is positive.

15434 we just do not see very many deer anymore.i think we should do away with antlerless seasons for a while.when
did it become ok to shoot baby deer,fawns.we should be ashamed with ourselves?
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15435 As this is the first year for a Metro Sub-unit hunt let's see how it goes with the deer numbers in the City of Eau
Claire. They are very high right now in the sub-unit.

15436 | feel the feeding regulations in Eau Claire County should be the reinstated for 2018. Baiting deer is a good way of
controling the harvesting of deer.

15437 Crossbow season needs to be limited. Many injured and lost deer on public lands. Hunters takingbunethical
shots with the cross bow.

15438 Question 1 should have a landowner category. there should be a landowner reprehensive on the CDAC.
15439 Please separate the crossbow season from the archery season and make it shorter.
15440 Could not find a map of the exact boundaries for the sub metro zone.

15441 | would like to see baiting banned statewide.
18025
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Eau Claire, Central Forest

The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

73 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 22
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 21
| hunt in this unit: 66
General interest in this unit: 13

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 61

Bow: 42
Crossbow: 20
Muzzleloader: 16

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 24.55
Maximum: 62

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 17

Mostly Private Land: 14

Public and Private Land About Equally: 17
Mostly Public Land: 6

Exclusively Public Land: 12
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 2
Not too crowded: 15
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 19
Somewhat crowded: 9
Very crowded: 4
Not applicable: 0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 11
Fewer: 14
Same: 25
More: 20
Many More: 3
Unsure: 0

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 8

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High
14 13 26 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 4 9 20 12 26 0
Bonus Tags - Public land: 8 11 13 12 25 2

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: Not applicable in this DMU
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 42 27 2

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.65
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.97
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.29
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.47
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.26
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.26
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.22
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.40
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.75
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.43
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.68
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15442 There is no way you should be issuing any antlerless tags in the Central Forest on the public or private land.
Needs to be buck only for a few more years. Your objective is to increase the deer herd. There is no way you are
going to do that by issuing 100 tags on the public and 425 tags on the private land especially with the amount of
predators. The gun buck kill and total buck kill all weapons are still at or near all time lows on public and private
land. On public land in the Central Forest the gun buck kill was 432 in 2006 it has continually gone down since and
is the second lowest ever recorded at 135 in 2017, down from 151 in 2016. From 2006 to 2017 the gun buck kill
has gone down 69% on public land in the Central Forest. On public land in the Central Forest the total buck kill all
weapons in 2006 was 529 and in 2017 the total buck kill all weapons on public land was 193 also the second
lowest ever recorded, down from 211 in 2016. On public land in from 2006 to 2017 the total buck kill all weapons
went down 64% even with the addition of the crossbow. DON'T THESE NUMBERS ALARM ANYONE!!!!. WAKE UP

your objective, shooting yourself in the foot, and back to square one. A predator management program needs to
be developed. With high numbers of bear, coyotes, wolves, and bobcats it will be difficult to increase the
population even with buck only. Throw in a bad winter or two and the deer herd will really be in bad shape. The
2017 post hunt population guestimate of 5900 in the Central Forest is ridiculous and not even close to the real
number. This can be show by hunter surveys and kill numbers. This guestimate is determined by a highly flawed
DNR SAK formula that is accurate to plus or minus 121% of the actual population. This population guestimate
provides no value to the CDAC members and the general public, stop using it. If you take the population
guestimate of 5900 and divide it by the 173 square miles of deer range in the Central Forest, you get 34 deer per

the Central Forest. Over browsing is a non-issue. The forestry contingency needs to remember they don't own
the Eau Claire County Forest, the people do. Again it needs to be buck only until the population increases
noticeably and the buck kill numbers get to more historically normal numbers before issuing any antlerless tags.
CDAC members | thank you for volunteering your time and effort to manage the deer in Eau Claire County.
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15443 Dear Council, | am a property owner and have hunted here my entire life. There was a time we had too many
deer and you could see the problems of over browse in the forests. We aggressively harvested antlerless deer
(females) during this time to help manage the population but now we have gone too far and | believe the wolf
has been a big contributor of that that none of us saw coming or saw coming as bad as it has turned out. The wolf
hunts all year and there are a lot of them and they are doing a lot of damage to the population. With the wolf still
protected we have no control over them and | believe if man does not stop harvesting the does, then between
man and wolf there simply is not enough recruitment to stabilize the deer population. | am a huge believer in
promoting kids to hunting, however to accomplish this we need kids to have fun, the best way for this, is to see a
few deer each day. If not, next year the kid will tell his Mom, Dad or Uncle, no thanks and stay home and play
games on his/her phone. | am fortunate to own some good hunting land in eastern Eau Claire County, last year |
sat the first two mornings in top notch spots and saw zero deer in two mornings. When | told my hunting party
what | saw, their jaws dropped. These two spots in the hay day of deer populations, | would see 25+ deer in a
morning, granted that was too many but seeing 5 or 10 would nice and | think a stable population, but | saw
zero? It takes a long time to build a herd back from low populations, it takes only one season and bonus tags to
bring down a population. My point is this, if we error on the side of having too many deer we can fix it in one
season. Lets keep it Buck Only for another year and see what happens, it certainly will not take us to over
population by doing so. However, | do agree that Youth Hunters should be able to harvest an anterless deer if
they wish. | do not think we should be shooting any does but | will trade the expense of deer population for a
youth to have the ability to harvest an animal and keep their interest in hunting vs video games. Thank you for
considering.

15444 | et me say this , my family/hunting group has been hunting Eau Claire County Public Forest since 1976, myself
since 1991. The quality of deer (larger, more mature bucks) dramatically increased in the Mid 1990s when they
started clear cutting sections of forest. However since about 2004 til present , the overall amount of deer in this
area has dropped drastically. Not only do we hunt hard but we also hunt smart. We don't hunt over bait and
many of our group hunt in some of the most prime locations in the county forest. The gun deer season the last
few years has really been disappointing. We've got guys that sit all day opening weekend and may only see 1 or 2
deer. Opening morning last 5+ years extremely quiet , sometimes lucky to hear 20 gunshots by noon. However,
sightings of hunters in the forest have also dropped by atleast 50 % | would say. Don't like to have ppl sitting right
on top of you but at the same time not a lot of hunters out there moving deer around. We also do a lot of deer
drives during the week , covering lots of ground. There is no way we on average see/push 3-4 deer on a drive.
The majority of our deer sightings are 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 year old bucks .Trail cameras are out 7-8 months out of the
year. Not a lot of does but even more worrisome in summer maybe only 1 or 2 different set of fawns per camera.
Also based on trail cam photos predator sightings are up drastically. | won't speculate how this is effecting the
deer herd in the area but | have respect for the predators too, but | would say wolf, coyote and bear are
overpopulated for this area. Lastly, In my opinion WAAY too many doe tags/permits issued , anterless seasons
thru the past 10 years . Some years | bet the permits outnumbered the actual antetless population. The area still
offers quality hunting opportunities, but the population has taken a big dive recently. Well hope this helps .
Thanks
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15445 There are far too many deer in the Eau Claire County Portion of the Central Forest DMU - We have CWD in the
very center of this small unit. | hunt within a short distance of the CWD infected deer farm. Through the years,
ear tagged deer were seen REGULARLY outside the pens. Deer numbers need to be reduced to prevent the
spread of CWD - Forest regeneration is already being impacted by deer in this unit. Oak regeneration is at a
standstill as deer browse off any new growth each year. Low preference species like white pine are succumbing
to browsing pressure. We also face a coming crisis- the emerald ash borer. EAB will get here and completely
remove important sources of browse from the landscape- black, green, and white ash trees. Browsing stress on
remaining species will only get worse -Deer in this unit already show nutritional stress through poor antler
growth and low weights. A doe shot in 2016 aged 6.5 years +, yet field dressed at just 97 Ibs (DMAP records
suggest a dressed weight of 120 Ibs should be average)- this was the largest in a group of 5 antlerless deer. A 3.5
year old buck killed in 2017 dressed at 130 Ibs (DMAP records suggest a dressed weight of 145 Ibs should be
average) This unit is out of balance The Eau Claire County Portion of the Central Forest DMU was given a "bucks
only, increase" designation in 2017- completely opposite of my observations in the field. Please give me the tools
| need to reduce the number of antlerless deer where | hunt, or nature will do it for us

15446 My 40 years of hunting experience in the central forest unit, | can confidently say we do have the number of deer
that | feel should be available for hunters and public satisfaction. | seldom see two fawns per doe. More often
one or no fawn per doe. Not sure if predation or something else within the health of herd. | do not expect the
population of the late 80's or so, however | clearly see much more predation impact along with the impact of
significant doe harvest from years past. | specifically hunt the Eastern side of Kelly Road, Channey Road, Coon
Fork and Township of Wilson areas. | strongly support 1 more year of no doe harvest. Introduce a conservative
number of doe tags in 2020 and assess thereafter. One more year of no doe harvest would allow greater sample
to determine level of other factors that may be lowering population. Last, | do not believe have no doe harvest
has a significant effort on tourism on this area.

15447 My wife and | own a small 40 area farm in the central forest Eau Clair County town of Fairchild. | have hunted
and trap there for 15 years. the deer population in the county forest almost doesn't exist with all the over harvest
of deer. Not only by human and predators. | trap coyote and beaver most on the winter in the central forest I'm
in the woods everyday all winter long so | see the deer movement on public is still very low but on the private
you starting to see a few more. | would like to support the CDAC committee with there recommendation for the
2018 season on white tail deer.

15448 Consider issuing only private land doe permits. Continue to let the doe population grow back to how it once
was. Slowly issue doe permits to avoid a slaughter the first year doe tags become available. Consider going back
to Hunter’s Choice permits. Consider one buck tag per hunter per year no matter the weapon. Continue to log
county forest to create clear cuts and encourage regrowth. | believe after the birthing season this summer, you
will be able to tell a difference in the amount of deer due to the buck only hunt.

15449 | see a lot of deer in this zone. Things that have changed are fewer hunters and better, larger, habitat areas.
Having these larger clear cuts, makes it much more difficult to move deer, and actually see them. You can go into
any one of these harvested areas and see scat, trails, and browse evidence. The deer are there. It is a good idea
to listen to the wildlife biologists and foresters. They are the boots on the ground, year round, with data to back
them up.

15450 This unit is mostly County Forest, with only 100 tags; considering hunter success the harvest will be less than 1
antlerless deer per square mile. seeing the browse line and oak regeneration browse, more antlerless need to be
harvested. In keeping with desire to increase population an increase of 2% would be sufficient and allow more
antlerless permits and a better chance to sample deer for CWD. Increase antlerless for public land to 400 tags.
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15451 Read in the paper that there was going to be resolutions submitted on CWD and Deer Farms spreading the
disease. This gets to be a yearly thing by the same groups of people making the same false statements. It would
be good for the DNR to start bringing the true facts about CWD out, how it really spreads and what the danger
really is instead of continuing to have everyone's time wasted by this group of people.

15452 This unit should have an antlerless moratorium for five years to increase herd numbers to offset predation of
wolves coyotes and bears. The interest in gun deer hunting is fading in this unit as is directly observed by viewing
the local economy. Less hunters at restaurants, bars, campgrounds and gas stations. Not seeing numbers of deer
in woods while hunting discourages young hunters more than anything.

15453 Ljsten to the landowners and people who hunt on this land. Wolves have continued to reduce the amount of
deer each year as they continue to go unmanaged by our DNR and Government with too much power. Combine
wolves with a brutally cold winter and | fully expect the population to dwindle even more. It's hard to keep an
interest in hunting for our younger kids with no deer to see.

15454 Deer populations have continued a steady decline. So much so, that interest in hunting is also steadily declining.
Hunting connects families and serves as a great Wisconsin asset. Wolves are awful in this area. Please DO NOT
offer Doe tags in 2018. Just one more way to thin the herd, create hunter frustration and lose more hunters over
time.

15455 | think overall there was thought into setting the goals for the fall. Thank you for taking the time. Ilive in the
forest area and have since the 80's. The population was too high in the 80's, but was destroyed in recent years.
The population is starting to climb, but is not at an acceptable level yet.

15456 Tough winter, very high predator numbers, high amount of hunting pressure and low number of doe are the
reasons there should still be more time with 0 antlerless tags in the public land. If the objective really is to
increase the herd here than another couple years without doe tags is needed for sure.

15457 Despite public opposition, | think we need to continue harvesting a small amount of does to ensure stable
demographics and a healthy overall herd. How has CWD influenced your decisions? Young bucks and deer at
concentration points should be targeted for harvest to manage the spread of CWD.

15458 We started seeing deer numbers creep up ever so slightly last summer. But for deer season, very few sightings /
almost no shots heard. | harvested a young buck, | was the only person in my party of 8 that got one this year.
Keep the does alive for one more yesr, please.

15459 Qur unit is going to be changed to Central Farmland from Central Forrest. Each year we are seeing less and less
deer. We were happy with no anterless tags last year and would be this year also. Too many hunters killing off
doe. Just not seeing deer like we use to.

15460 | have hunted this are for over 40 years deer numbers are still at an all time low. This years hard crusted snow
not only made it hard for deer but gave predators a huge advantage. Please give us buck only one more year.

15461 Predation in our hunting area continues to increase. This is evident by pictures on trail cams, seeing predators
consistently out of tree stand, remains found in the woods, and generally seeing less deer year after year.

15462 Eau Claire County should be all Central Farmland Zone. These groups/people coming up with the numbers to
increase or decrease herd sizes and we're these zone lines are have NO clue how many deer are in these areas.

15463 All private landowners should get a (one) free tag if they want one, we have these deer eating on our land crops
and forest, and at least we should be able to harvest some venison for letting them eat.

15464 deer are very hard on regeneration of our young forest complicating getting young forests to get above browse
levels and deer browse young oak seedlings to mortality in many instances!

15465 30 years ago when | started hunting our property you could see at least 30 deer a day during hunting. Now
between 3 of us we are lucky to see that many in a season.
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15466 We are seeing less and less deer tracks and more wolf tracks which is very concerning. | feel one more year of
antlerless tags would help tremendously.

15467 Cannot control the predator numbers (federal issue) but the more deer the more your feed the wolves.
15468 The cdac is finally on the right path, zero doe tags should mean zero doe tags period!

15469 If any tags available for Antlerless deer should be left for the youth

15470 Deer herd is not increasing on Public land, needs more time.

15471 see more predators than deer. bear, wolves, coyote, bobcat

15472 Bring back antlerless tags this year!

15473 Cross bows need better regulation
18026
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

131 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 25
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 37
| hunt in this unit: 121
General interest in this unit: 37

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 118

Bow: 60
Crossbow: 42
Muzzleloader: 35

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 29.52
Maximum: 63

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 26

Mostly Private Land: 11
Public and Private Land About Equally: 22
Mostly Public Land: 17
Exclusively Public Land: 45
| did not hunt in this unit last year: O

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 5
Not too crowded: 27
Neither crowded nor un-crowded: 23
Somewhat crowded: 25
Very crowded: 15
Not applicable: 0

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.
6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?

Many Fewer: 19
Fewer: 32
Same: 37
More: 35

Many More: 6

Unsure: 2

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 6

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

Too low

About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure

34 25 59 1
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 4 5 34 28 54 6
Bonus Tags - Public land: 8 6 26 26 61 4

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : Not applicable in this DMU
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: Not applicable in this DMU
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 18 105 8
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? 62 60 9

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.96
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.66
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.07
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.31
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.21
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.17
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.17
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.27
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.75
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 3.36
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.48
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15474

15475

| believe the CDAC of Florence County has failed their task. The CDAC voted to maintain the deer heard at
current levels. The antlerless harvest quota recommended will cause an increase to the heard. This is
unacceptable, the biologist recommendation was based on the approved population objective to maintain the
heard not to increase the heard. The chair of the CDAC should have stated this cannot happen. | believe the
members of the committee are not following through with their tasks on the committee. | do not understand
why the tourism representative would vote no on an additional season bringing in more hunters into the area for
another opportunity to harvest an animal. This would add to the tourism of the county. The transportation
representative also voted to effectively increase the heard rather than maintain the heard. | do not understand
the logic to having more deer dead on the highways and then voted against an additional antlerless season so
hunters can harvest a deer rather than it being hit on the highway. Again this is against the already approved
mandate to maintain the heard. In reading the minutes of the meeting there was discussion regarding council
members feeling the DNR population estimates are too high. My question is where is the science to prove this? |
understand members of the public stating their opinions, however members of the CDAC should be relying on
the WDNR information. Why is this being allowed to be used in the meetings? Under county-specific concerns
there was a survey for landowners/hunters to fill out. What scientific information was gained from this form?
From my understanding it was handed out at bars around the county and to people that the Tourism member
knew personally. Anyone with a differing opinion were not allowed to fill out the form or those forms were
disregarded. This kind of information should not be allowed to cloud the judgment of the CDAC members.

| wonder why the county was not divided, and why the NRB was against it.... What was the explanation, because
| never got one, or read any information on there reason.... You should put that out, as to there reason...... The
large public land to the west, is a lot different than the farmland east of 101. | do see increase logging which is
good, and | hope it continues. As far as predators, the wolves are here to stay, we just have to deal with it.....
Even if they get delisted, they will never issue the amount of tags, to really ever get them under control, | can
only think of a disease factor, to have any affect on them..... | also believe, and this is not popular to say, that the
long bear dog training season, puts a lot of stress, which is not needed on the deer, that season is too long,,,,,
You don't need 4 months to train a dog, for bears,,,,,,,,,,,,, | think baiting is a poor practice, but will never
change,,,,,,, |also believe that the CDAC has done a good job overall, but we are a far distance, from maintain, on
the herd. Again maybe on the east end of the county, but not in the west area, where we should be looking to
increasing the herd size...... Also | believe on a whole law enforcement of our deer season is surely lacking. We
have one warden, who is over worked, and has too many tasks. Since LE is getting to be a joke, as for the lack of
wardens, maybe the deputies can be hired to work and assist our wardens....... too much getting away will illegal
killing of deer,,,,,,.,,, | like the call in registration of deer, but not having to put a tag on a deer is ridiculous, and
another burden for the wardens....... We need to support our wardens more......
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15476 As an active manager of my private land in the county | spend a great deal of time and money managing for
wildlife especially deer. The herd has significantly grown in the last few years. What a success! The CDAC's
recommendation to maintain the deer herd | fully support! We should hold the herd at a sustainable level and
continue to monitor its impacts on car/deer collisions, its impacts on forestry (our largest economic staple), and
evaluate our hunter success. We should base all our decisions on the best available science. To truly maintain the
herd (which is the CDAC's goal) we should listen to the WIDNR biologists’ advice and set the quota at 2400 (which
is still a 3% increase). The CDAC is not doing this they are increasing the herd by 10%!!!! It appears that the CDAC
is managing the deer on the way they feel! This is not how science works! Why are we increasing the herd when
our goal is to MAINTAIN the herd? The impacts on this type of management are going to give us a true measure
of what maintain really means. We should manage to achieve the goals that have been set by the committee.
After we do this at the end of the three-year cycle/goal we can evaluate and adjust the goal. It also seems as if
some of the members of the CDAC committee are not representing their constituents and voting more on their
personal beliefs. This is an issue that runs way deeper than just the CDAC and it would be good if we can trust our
members on the decisions they are making for the group they are representing. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment and | hope you reconsider and follow the best available science to make your decisions! That’s what
our tax dollars are going to anyway!!

15477 Why do we have to do the same thing every 5-6 years? Look back the last 12-15 years at the quotas and the
amount of tags issued. It seems like every 5-6 years we issue a huge amount of tags then for the next 3 years
everyone complains that we need to grow the herd. If we are going to MAINTAIN the herd then lets maintain the
herd NOT deplete it!! The tag levels are way out of line and should not be proposed this high. 1 am in no way
against shooting antlerless deer but we had one year of increased buck harvest and we are going to jump off the
cliff to the bottom again. Again how is this maintaining when in 2 years we will be where we where 3 years ago?
Or how about the fact that we will have almost 20" of snow in April this year. | will say that | did see more 1 %
year old bucks in 2017 but | did NOT see an overall increase in deer numbers. Lets set the quota at the same
level as last year and if we have another increased kill in 2018 we can issue more tags for 2019. But if we do not
see an increase kill we now know our safe limit and should not experience the roller coaster ride we have been
having the last 12-15 years. | will admit | like the population trend the herd has been having the last couple years
but in no way do | feel we are at the point to issue this amount of tags. All | ask is we look at the numbers and
the trends over the last 12-15 years. | think it has been proven again and again people will shoot and shoot and
keep shooting if they are allowed. Grandpa didn't leave me any Buffalo.

15478 4600 Antlerless tags to get 1600 antlerless harvested? Mother nature is not done yet and this winter hanging on
will have an effect despite the WSI. Deer should be on the rebound and with snow and cold temps it will take a
toll despite the WSI parameters that are used. If hunters would only use these antlerless tags were there are
heavy populations like the open areas of the county that have ag land. But NO there are way to many that will
hunt were numbers of deer are low and shoot the only deer they may see just to say they filled there tag. Way to
many want a be hunters and not enough common sense conservation minded hunters. | am not against shooting
antlerless deer were the numbers are high (hot spots) but these permits are to general letting hunters take deer
from anywhere in the county. | walk my land a lot a do not see massive over browsing from to many deer. Poor
management just like having to wait 10 to 12 years for a bear tag or starting up an Elk season ahead of its time.
Government and politics need to be replaced by good old common sense. Maybe we wouldn't be trillions in debt
if we followed this idea !
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| am a life-long deer hunter of old management unit 40 in Florence county. Over the years there were good years
and lean years to see deer while gun hunting. But the last 5 years have been a total disappointment. With the
increase in wolf numbers, deer in the western part of the county has really dropped off. It has been increasingly
harder and harder to even see a deer. Years ago the winters were a big factor whether we see deer or not. Now
the winters have been rather normal and yet the deer herd in the areas of mostly public lands have dropped
tremendously. The may be an increase of deer in the county, but certainly not in the western half of the county.
The deer get better food in the eastern half due to the farm land. In the western part there is very little
farmland. |believe it is extremely important to once again separate the county into two zones. The DNR needs
to listen to local people on this issue, not move ahead as they have been these past two years. Thanks for this
opportunity, Cabin owner in the western part of the county

As a wildlife student at UWSP | have done undergrad research in Florence county. | have noted an increase in
deer on our property. | do think that doe tags are important for maintaining a huntable population and pleasing
hunters. At the same time | think that the amount of tags from 2017 is a good number of tags. After hard winters
in 2013 and 2014 the young of those 2 years are now at sexual maturity and producing the new young. I'm sure
that with the snow still on the ground this winter will also impact fawning this spring. Overharvest or an increas in
tags in 2018 will lead to a decline again down the road. This is assuming there is an increase in hunter success.
We have also noted decrease in coyotes with a decrease of them on trail cameras. At the same time we have not
captured any photos of wolves. | am just stating some of the chances that | have noted in the past five years. |
think that does should be kept at the same level as 2017 for the reasons | stated above and hope you take this
into consideration. Thank you for your time.

I'm concerned about the number of anterless of tags being proposed. The hunting on the old Goodman Tract
was not much fun for many years - there were many days when hunters would go an entire day of sitting w/o
seeing a deer. That seemed to start to change in the years after initiating a no-anterless harvest in the area -
there weren't many big bucks seen, but at least hunters were seeing more deer. I'm concerned that we are
moving too quickly to implement increased anterless harvest in the area again, especially given the long & cold
winter and the fact that the wolf population continues to go unchecked. I'd ask that the board consider reducing
or eliminating anterless hunting, at least on public lands. | would be much more supportive of increased
anterless hunting in this unit, and across the state, if there was a minimum-size harvest (like 6-points, for
example) for bucks that was also implemented. Most bucks observed or harvested on public lands are spikes or
forks - and we wonder why interest in hunting is on the decline?

Over the years | have seen deer numbers very high and very low. Since the Introduction of the wolf it has never
been high not to mention the high bear numbers which affect fawn numbers. | spend a great amount of time
hunting grouse in the fall,so | pretty much know what deer hunting will bring. Although last year | saw more deer
than the year before they were by no means abundant. | noticed an increase in the number of young bucks. The
only way you can control a deer population is by taking does, | understand that. | believe that the deer population
is still too low. In the last say 5 years when you sit on a deer stand and see maybe one or two deer in a 4 day
stretch the taking of does to control the population makes little sense. | do believe that the foresters don't want
to see anything but low deer numbers, and the DNR wants to sell as many antlerless permits as they can with
their revenues on the decline. So if you want to keep deer numbers as low as possible your on the right track.
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15483 please keep the deer population up in Florence County. By giving so many anterless tags out the deer population
will decrease and eventually the hunters and deer will disappear. Structure the 2018 season like the 2017 season
1000 anterless tags for private and public. The concerns high have with giving so many anterless tags out is that
yearling bucks will get shot as an anterless deer whcih eventually will decrease the buck population, what the
furture winter's will be like, and how many private land owners use their antlerless tag on private land and don't
get caught or don't registrator their antlerless deer and we all know that this happens. If you want more
anterless deer shot have one season like you did in the past have an either or tag, you can either shoot a buck or
anterless deer. Please listen to the hunters and resident in Florence and keep the deer population up beacuse if
the deer disappear so will the hunters and that eventually will hurt the economy.

15484 | have hunted in this unit for 60 years and have never seen the deer population lower. It is difficult for me to see
more than 4 or 5 deer all season long and it has been 5 years since I've even seen a buck to shoot. | am a logger
and to say that decisions on the number of deer you are trying to maintain is based on browsing is just not
justified. | have logged on the former Goodman timber stand all my life, and when there were a lot of deer -in
the 70's, browsing wasn't considered a problem and if a survey was taken of that timber stand today, it would no
doubt show that there are an abundance of 40 -50 year old trees so is browsing a problem -especially with milder
winters and more logging all the time providing browse in the form of tree tops etc.? Speaking of harsh winters,
look back and tell me the winters were milder in the 70's with 2 feet of snow most of the winter and temps
hovering below zero most mornings when | got up to go to work - as a logger!!

15485 A couple of questions for the Florence CDAC that | would like to have addressed at the next meeting: 1) If the
objective for the county is to maintain the current population, why have members of the committee voted for an
antlerless quota that the biologist thinks will increase the population by 8%? 2) During the last meeting, the
transportation representative voted set a quota that would increase the deer herd. Last year, the highway shop
cleared 118 dead deer off the roads in Florence Co. that were hit by cars. Could you provide information what is
the acceptable number of car/deer collisions? 3) CDAC members votes should represent the interest they serve.
If the transportation rep votes to increase the deer herd, there should be no funding to remove dead deer from
the highways. If the Ag. rep votes to increase the herd, there should be no Ag. tags issued and crop damage
payments should be stopped.

15486 We had several down years of seeing very little deer numbers. My family has taken family rides on evenings to
see how many deer we can count, and its been horrible the last few years. The numbers simply need to increase
and killing antlerless deer isn't the answer yet. Why not continue to grow the numbers and then when they are
finally back up to where they need to be, allow anterless tags at that time. Killing the deer who are providing
next year's fawns doesn't seem realistic when you are trying to boost numbers. My grandfather is aging and not
able to hunt as often, so it's depressing for him to not see any deer in his last few years hunting. | can handle the
down years because | am hopeful the numbers increase again but he doesn't have that luxury of waiting things
out. Please consider reducing the number of antlerless tags so we continue to see the deer numbers increase.

15487 The recommended antlerless quota is creeping back into the numbers of how we got to this point in the first
place. We cannot continue to take out thousands of deer every year if we expect the herd to remain at
reasonable levels. | can't tell you how many wolf and coyote kills | see out in the woods of Florence County. |
spent countless hours bowhunting and gun hunting and saw very few deer. Please stop increasing anterless
quotas. Last year's 1000 for both public and private seemed to be at reasonable levels. Can't we give those
guotas one more year before we jack up the numbers? It just doesn't seem reasonable by having a 60% jump in
public and a 200% jump in private antlerless tags available compared to last year. This winter is now stretching
well into April, which dramatically raises the mortality rate of deer. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my
opinion.
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15488 Although we saw an increase in deer numbers this past season we are still not at the number of deer we saw
years ago. Our buck population is just starting to come back. We saw a lot of spikes and forks this past season but
very few 2-3 year old bucks. The number of doe permits proposed for this fall is 4500 which is out of line with the
deer heard. Last year we had 2000 permits which would be more in line with the heard size. We need to stop
allowing the youth to shoot does year after year. One doe for their first kill and no more! Your deer estimate of
this area is not accurate and you need to update the way you calculate the size of the deer heard. You want our
input so maybe its time to listen to the hunters that live here. Its also time you crack down on the deer farms
with CWD! Farms need to be shut down if they have any positive deer with CWD at their own expense!

15489 We have hunted Florence County for the past 49 years. We have 8-10 guys in our hunting party each year. 2017
was our worst year ever. Zero deer harvested and hardly any sightings of deer on public or private land. We hunt
hard and we know how to hunt. Scent elimination and use of tree stands and ground blinds with zero deer
harvested. We need to have zero or very limited antlerless tags for Florence County. The predation of wolves is
terrible where we hunt. We get off the roads and hike in a great distance. We saw more wolf sign than deer sign
in 2017. Please be advised that many hunters will be giving up on Florence County unless the antlerless tags are
reduced greatly. Thanks.

15490 |t's totally insane to have ANY antlerless season on PUBLIC LAND IN FLORENCE COUNTY---who ever voted for this

SINCERELY THOMAS A MARACH

15491 |t doesn’t make sense to me that with a goal of MAINTAIN the we would increase the antlerless permits to more
than twice the 2017 levels. Isn’t it likely that increasing the permits will REDUCE the herd? | have heard
discussion of splitting this management unit using hwy 101 as the dividing line. This makes sense to me. It seems
to me that there are far fewer deer west of 101 than east of 101 and yet the antlerless permits apply across the
county. | think there is a perception that the forestry interests exert undue influence on the deer management
decisions in this unit. | urge the CDAC to be sure to give the interests of hunters fair consideration.

15492 | have gun hunted in Florence County for 23 years and the deer population was coming back when we had bucks
only for three years and my group that | hunt with were seeing more deer. The last two years the deer sign has
been less and less. | feel that yes there should be some anterless tags available but make the quota a lot less. 500
for public and private. The deer have had some mild winters, but know one knows what the future winters will be
like. If the deer population keeps decreasing you will loose more hunters and hurt the economy more in
Floence. Please keep the deer population up in Florence and please listen to the hunters.

15493 Keep the antlerss tags at 1000 for public and private. To many yearling bucks got harvested last year and
eventually will hurt the buck population. Yes the 2016 and 2017 winter was a mild one for the deer, but the 2018
winter especially the last month has not been good which will cause the doe to either have one fawn or none and
we can't predict what future winters will look like for the deer. If you want anterless deer shot bring back the
choice tag because not everyone see a buck. Please listen to the hunters and please have 2019 meeting on a
weekend so more hunters can attend. Please keep the deer population up in Florence County.

15494 My biggest beef with the CDAC is the lack of listening to the Biologist recommendation. The biologist is using a
scientific model, not perfect. But better than a survey of bar patrons and making up number to suit your specific
agenda. | can't for the life of me figure out why Florence is a maintain county, but it was voted to increase the
herd by 10%. It is NOT WRONG TO SHOOT antler-less deer. In 2017 the highway commissioners crew moved
118 deer off of US2, WI 70, Wi 101. The goal for the county is zero car deer crashes. Why is the highway
representative voting to increase the herd if the goal is zero?
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15495 | found the increase in anterless permits to be very disappointing. As our hunting group hunts entirely on public
land and saw a few more deer than the previous two years | can't believe it calls for the large increase in your
preliminary recommendation. | have to say that this past season was better than previous ones as | saw a doe
and fawn in five days in the woods. The previous two seasons | saw no deer while spending a total of ten days in
the woods.| have to believe a more moderate number would maintain the herd. | feel that your
recommendation will actually reduce the herd especially on public land!

15496 The west side of florence county is mainly all forest land, while the east end of the county is agricultural. | hunt all
over florence county, and there is significantly less deer west of state highway 101. | enjoy hunting and sharing
my passion for the outdoors with my two sons. | find it very difficult to get a youth involved in the outdoors,
when you put countless hours into scouting and preparation, with no results. Sitting In a blind with an 12 yo from
dawn to dusk in the West half of the county, and seeing 2 different deer over the course of the day, makes it very
difficult to keep the youths interest.

15497 These questions were hard to answer because Eastern Florence County has a higher deer density and too many
antlerless deer for the habitat to support them. Western Florence County has a much lower deer denisity and
antlerless deer should be protected. This issue was discussed and apparently ignored even though the majority of
Florence County hunters agree there should be two units within Florence County. It seems the public comment is
to make the public feel good about being able to give their opinion but the government will do what they want in
the end by ignoring the majority...

15498 There needs to be a balance made for the predator population at hand. I've hunted this unit for 26 years and the
bear, wolf and coyote population is getting higher and higher. This is contributing to the number of does | see
without fawns. We don't need deer populations as high as the early 90's...that was out of hand and bad for the
health of the herd and habitat. | set trail cameras from late summer through gun season and the balance of
bucks to does is way off. 3 or 4 bucks to 1 doe isn't a healthy balance. What's happening to all the does ?

15499 The controversy over the cross bow season by the WBA is an effort to eliminate others from the woods in effect
saving the deer for themselves. This is a selfish and greedy mission to eliminate any competition from what they
consider their right to a natural resource. The mis-stating of facts and out right lies about cross bow effectiveness
is a desperate attempt to reduce hunters in the woods at the nicest time of year. If the season for Cross bows is
changed the same should be done for those using compound bows as the logic/argument is the same

15500 The biggest reason we are seeing a decrease in the number of hunters especially in our area is that guys would go
thru the whole season and see 0-2 deer the whole season and they got tired of it and quit. Over the last 3 yrs
before last year when there were no antlerless tags this allowed the population to come back some. Now with
your 2018 quotas we will see the population taking 2 steps back. Too Bad!!!! The other issue we as a state have
to tackle is baiting. For the sake of our deer herd we need to outlaw baiting statewide. Please!

15501 With the wolf and bear populations in Florence county and the lack of deer because of these predators it is
difficult to keep our children and grandchildren interested in hunting. When they sit an entire season without
seeing a buck and very few deer at all its hard to imagine you would consider raising the doe quota. P.S. My
brother had 11 points (which took 11 years!) for his bear tag before getting one last fall. He is 74 years old. What
are the odds he will be able to still hunt when he gets his next tag?

15502 Ban baiting, Point restrictions, more bear permits with the winter being long and snowy you should not have any
tags this year and maybe for the next 2 years. | can remember when unit 50 didn’t have any and unit 40 had
permits! Why don’t you look at going back to the party tag system?! Charge so much per person (3) for 1 doe tag
you get your money and a doe shot, | don’t know what the number of people to apply for 1 doe tag would be but
| think it might work. The state had it in the past!
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15503 | think we should have a quota of around 500 antlerless deer harvested. The way this winter is hanging around
maybe zero. Hopefully the CDAC committee can revisit this once spring is here to evaluate the winter kill. | think
Florence county needs to slowly increase antlerless tags so we can build a strong herd and not over harvest and
couple it with a severe winter and set us back to buck only hunting again. Thank you for you your time listening
and being on the CDAC committee.

15504 florence needs to be managed into 2 units, | have hunted public lands east and west of hwy 70 majority time
spent west of 70 in national forest. the majority of deer i have seen was east of 70. the deer population is way
down in the national forest | feel is due to the large amount of Bear And wolfs. more bear tags in the B section
also need to cut down on the bear. Area sections they are 2 large to manage population of the bear. needed to
be divided up into smaller units

15505 Qur group has been hunting Florence County for the past 45 years. We have been seeing decreasing deer
sightings the past five years. Where we hunt we see more wolf sign than deer sign and we see deer carcasses that
have been tore apart by wolves. We need to eliminate the wolves or else the northern deer herd will be
eliminated. Our groups vote would be to have "0" antlerless kill in Florence County so that the herd numbers
can be restored. Please make wise decisions.

15506 Deer numbers are still at historically low levels based on my experiences through the 40 plus years of hunting the
same area in Florence County....I saw a total of two deer while hunting 4 full days and half of another...this is
actually an improvement from the previous two years of seeing only 1 deer....numbers are improving but not
even near what a hunter needs...especially hard on new hunters that sit and see nothing...need to see deer every
day

15507 After 35 years of hunting public land off the Goodman grade which was excellent hunting in the 80's and 90's, |
saw 8 does total in the last 10 opening weekends. Three of those years | saw nothing which hasn't happened
since the 70's. | stay on my stand from opening to closing all weekend and have never seen hunting this poor. The
only thing that changed is there are now wolfs.| now hunt private land where you will see deer.

15508 pyblic/private land bonus tags are stupid, too many hunters don't care what tag they have ie if a public tag is not
available they just get a private tag and use it where ever they happen to be. Not enough law enforcement in this
zone and no backtag makes identifying violators impossible. So just because you make 1600 public tags available
do you really think the other 3000 will stay on private land??? Good luck with that.

15509 We need to get some way to manage the wolf population. This population continues to grow and that is why |
feel the hunter harvest proposed it too high. If we don't leave some for these predators we will significantly
reduce the overall deer population. Let's get off our butts and make something happen so we can manager these
apex predators. | believe man is the apex predator and it does not feel like that these days.

15510 | would like to certain that there are sufficient #s of permits to get folks to go hunting up north. It is a long trip,
and the hunter would like to know they have deer options rather than buck only. Those folks that live up there
need the business. | know it is a balancing act. | have a lot of respect for the job the DNR does in managing the
herd. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion!

15511 | would support the opportunity to harvest a doe with the bow in this northern area. We are unable to hunt on
land in other areas, so we have hunted on public land for 35 years. We bow hunt this area as well. However, one
is forced to hunt elsewhere if harvesting a doe with the bow is not an option. This has an economic impact on
Long Lake, WI where we stay. Thank you for the consideration!

15512 The presence of wolves and continuous over harvesting via antlerless tags has decimated the deer population in
the last few years. Our hunting party spends more than 40 hours each hunting during the gun deer season and
keeps seeing fewer deer and more wolf tracks. It doesn't make any sense that to maintain the population the
recommendation is to drastically increase the anterless tags.
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15513 | would like to see no doe tags this year unless you’re a junior hunter. This winter has been very long and with the
deep snow the deer mortality is going to be high. | feel the best solution for this county would be going back to
the hunters choice permit, where a group of four people could send in for one hunter choice permit instead of
giving out bonus anterless tags.

15514 There seems to be quite a few deer in yards due to feeding. Ban feeding and it will force the deer back to the
woods. The numbers aren’t what they used to be but it would definitely help if they were in the woods. | think
the buck to doe ratio is horrible and if we can eliminate more of them to bring the ratio closer | would definitely
support a doe only season.

15515 We generally will have around 8 different bucks that will frequently be on our cameras, and it seems like the
same half dozen does with their fawns. We hunt every weekend of bow and gun season and between 3 of us we
typically only see a couple deer per weekend. The winter, wolves, other predators, and farmers take care of
plenty of deer and fawns every year.

15516 |t is a narrow line being walked between too many permits and too few. Recently we have had 7 hunters in camp
with no deer taken during gun season (2016). Last year was much better with 4 deer taken. No deer taken leads
to hunters losing interest. Hunter interest is vital to the continuation of a viable hunting environment/economy.

15517 The predator population is too high. Need to issue more bear tags. Theirs more bears then the don't thinks. The
wolf's have a high pressure on the heard. The pressure they put on the deer heard is unmeasurable. Even if they
don't kill the deer they run them around all winter making them week then the long winter gets them in the end.

15518 after two years of bucks only hunting, this past seen | started to feel like | was finally seeing more day time deer.
Then bang, lets shoot more deer off. By the end of the regular gun season and going into the muzzle season no
more deer seen. Not the Florence hunting | use to love and have. Lets leave the does alone. thank you.

15519 | would like to see 2200 private land and 1400 public land for a total of 3600 antlerless permits to yield around
1260 antlerless deer. If | read the numbers correctly, a total of 1125 antlerless deer were harvested in 2017. An
increase of an additional 135 antlerless kills should be sufficient to "maintain" the herd.

15520 the number of anterless permits is too high, | would support a season that has 600 permits available for private
land, 200 permits available in western part of the county forest public land and 600 permits available in the
eastern part of the county public land. this is to big of a increase from last year levels.

15521 Just as the deer population is starting to recover in our area, the Dnr starts loading up on doe tags. Keep
increasing doe tags and don’t manage the wolf population and other predators then their won’t be any deer left.
No skin off of my nose, | won’t miss all the people from down below in my town

15522 With the winter we had we’ll see less deer!!! | thought maintain means not more tags but the same as before!!
You people talk about the traditions of the hunt what a “Joke “ No deer registration call in registration give me a
break!! Talk about deer poachers heaven you people just gave it to them

15523 Thanks for your time and work. | have a cabin with land in Aurora that we hunt on and bow hunt throughout the
county on public. The private land we see way too many does and fawns. | would rather see less deer while
hunting and a more healthy buck to doe ratio or healthy herd.

15524 | support the increase in doe tags as | have seen a lot of deer through out the winter and early spring. | would also
support a change for Florence cty. to have 2 units like we used to have because of the 2 completely different land
types. Thanks for your efforts and time.

15525 This county should go back to buck only tags. The herd was just starting to show signs of growth and then there
was antlerless tags. The progress we made is now lost. Having even more anltlerless tags would be a huge
mistake and very detrimental to the deer herd.
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15526 Deer are much more abundant in the Eastern half of the county where most of the land is privately held.
“Advisors” in Madison apparently don’t understand this. Treating the county as a single unit reveals how little
those in Madison actually know about the area.

15527 Age class is off balance ,too many predators, go to a point system and get rid of baiting. The herd was just coming
back then you people want to increase the doe tags with the winter we are going through! Wake up people!!!

15528 Get rid of baiting/feeding! If you need a pile of corn to hunt deer, you aren't a very good hunter. Also, the
potential issues associated with CWD far outweigh any advantages a bait pile gives to a slob hunter!!!!

15529 | experienced encounters with a wolf twice last hunting season, and have talked to the local residents who have
had multiple sightings of cougars in the area, this concerns me with regards to night tracking.

15530 Continue to use controlled burns on the Barrens. You seem to schedule those when the fawns, turkey chicks and
spruce grouse chicks are unable to escape. That will keep the population down.

15531 Quotas look very good for private land. We NEED to be able to control the population on our land. In the last
three years we did not have the tags to control the population on our farm.

15532 Im in favor of a baiting ban.l would rather hunt in Montana because of the quality of the hunt.The use of cameras
and baiting have ruined the hunting experience.

15533 | believe deer populations are still way to low in this area i also believe predators like bears and wolves are way
to high.

15534 j witnessed a lot of antlerless deer while hunting and very few antlered. possibly an earn a buck should be
considered

15535 Get rid of the private and public land antlerless tag. Just go back to the standard antlerless
15536 Adults should not be shooting a youth deer should suspend the youth hunt for a couple years
15537 |n Florence County, the deer hunting season should be closed for at least 2 to 3 years.

15538 The CDAC permit recommendation is totally irresponsible.

15539 Unit should be divided into West/East sections.
18027
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The online public comment form is the primary means by which CDACs receive feedback on their preliminary recommendations. While many of
the responses can be aggregated, the results should not be treated as representative of the general population. In most cases, results are
skewed towards more avid hunters. Furthermore, small sample sizes within each county preclude statistical inference. Rather, this input
should be regarded similarly to that of in-person or written testimonies given at a CDAC meeting.

93 forms were submitted for this unit.

Section 1: Information about who provided the
input.

1. Why have you chosen this unit to reference in this
form? (Check all that apply)
[ live in this unit: 58
| visit this unit for non-hunting purposes: 9
| hunt in this unit: 77
General interest in this unit: 14

The following questions (numbers 2 to 5) were only
asked of individuals who indicated that they hunt in this
unit.

2. In this DMU, what type of deer hunting do you do?
(Check all that apply) Gun: 73

Bow: 46
Crossbow: 30
Muzzleloader: 35

3. How many years have you hunted deer in this unit?
Minimum: 1
Average: 23.71
Maximum: 57

4. Which statement best describes where you deer
hunted in this unit last season?
Exclusively Private Land: 34

Mostly Private Land: 17

Public and Private Land About Equally: 10
Mostly Public Land: 6
Exclusively Public Land: 9
| did not hunt in this unit last year: 1

5. How crowded with other hunters did you feel while
hunting on public land in this deer management unit?
Not at all Crowded: 13
Not too crowded: 15
Neither crowded nor un-crowded:

Very crowded:

4
Somewhat crowded: 5
4

Not applicable: 1

Section 2: Perceptions about the number of deer in
the unit.

6. Based on your observations throughout the summer and

fall of 2017, how does the deer population in this DMU
compare to the year before (since summer/fall 2016)?
Many Fewer: 18
Fewer: 29
Same: 29
More: 12
Many More: 4
Unsure: 1

this unit?
Much Too Low

Antlerless Quota: 1

Too low

Section 3: Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

7. In your opinion, how would you rate the antlerless quota recommended by the CDAC for the 2018 season in

About Right Too High Much Too High

33 31 23 0

Unsure
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Section 3 (continued): Feedback on the CDAC's 2018 preliminary recommendations

8. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of $12 Bonus Antlerless Tags recommended for this unit by
the CDAC for the 2018 season?

Much Too Low Too low About Right Too High Much Too High Unsure
Bonus Tags - Private Land: 2 3 24 28 34 2
Bonus Tags - Public land: 3 5 27 23 31 4

Bonus Tags - METRO Private Land:

) Not applicable in this DMU
Bonus Tags - METRO Public Land:

9. In your opinion, how would you rate the number of FREE Antlerless Permits recommended by the CDAC to be

issued with each license for 2018 season in this unit? Note: Farmland Zone and Metro Subunits only.
Too low About Right Too High Unsure
Recommended FARMLAND ZONE Antlerless Tags per License: 9 67 16 1
Recommended METRO Antlerless Tags per License: Not applicable in this DMU

10. Depending on their location, their population objective, and their antlerless quota, CDACs may also
recommend some additional season framework options.

If a DMU is in a Farmland Zone... Support Oppose Unsure
Implement an ANTLERLESS HOLIDAY HUNT : 29 59 5
If a Holiday Hunt is held in a Farmland unit...
EXTEND the ARCHERY/CROSSBOW SEASON to Jan 31, 2019: 39 49 5
If the Population Objective is not "Increase"...
Adopt an ANTLERLESS ONLY SEASON FRAMEWORK for ALL Deer Seasons: 8 81 4
VALID NOT VALID Unsure

If a Zero Quota is adopted...
...should JUNIOR ANTLERLESS TAGS be VALID or NOT VALID in the unit? Not applicable in this DMU

11. How important were each of the following concerns in forming your opinion about the CDAC's

recommendations for this unit? Scale: 1 = Not-at-all; 2 = Slightly; 3 = Moderately; 4 = Very p .
verage Rating
Amount of deer mortality during an average year... 2.39
Amount of damage to backyard plants... 1.69
The number of deer-vehicle collisions... 2.51
Potential risks to deer health (e.g., CWD)... 2.69
Having a reasonable chance to harvest a deer... 3.28
Hunter satisfaction with the number of deer... 3.09
Amount of agricultural crop damage from deer... 2.38
Deer over-browsing of forests that prevent re-growth of some forest tree species... 2.36
Contribution of hunting tourism to the local economy... 2.33
Influence of predators on deer numbers in the unit... 2.71
Influence of deer numbers on other wildlife (abundance, distribution, health)... 2.36
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the comments presented in this report are the unfiltered opinions of individuals who responded to an online public input
The viewpoints expressed do not represent the views of the state of Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources, or

15540

15541

15542

I’'m to the point where I’'m ready to quit hunting in Wisconsin with all the unbelievably stupid changes that have
been made it’s absolutely ridiculous. | hunt several other states An Wisconsin’s management plan is just a joke.
There’s no deer on the public land the way it is an whatever few are there they hardly stand a chance with all the
pressure a guy doesn’t even feel safe anymore. The crossbow season is a JOKE combine the crossbow an gun tag
you either shoot a buck with the crossbow or the gun since there nothing but a string rifle the way it is. The only
thing this state management plan consist of is killing all the deer. Now they want to extend your the archery
crossbow season unreal never heard a such a stupid idea. They wonder why hunter are on a decline use your
heads An do something good for a deer herd instead of creating a blood bath for the herd. There’s a problem
when a guy can literally buy/shoot more deer and than a guy can geese or other small game. Group hunting get
rid of it. | can’t go catch a fish for my buddy next to me but | can go shoot a deer for him. Makes sense NOT!!!!
This state is screwd. How about a pt 